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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


TUNISIANS EXPELLED--The Tunisian newspaper AL-SABAH reported that the Libyan autho- 
rities expelled one thousand Tunisians during the past week. The paper added that 
this action is similar to two previous actions undertaken by the Libyan government 
in January 1976, and February 1980, although the numbec of Tunisians expelled on 
these two occasions exceeded the most recent one. The Tunisian paper explained 
this action by the deterioration of the Tunisian-Libyan relations which was due to 
Libya's objection to Tunisia's request to join OPEC. Finally, the Tunisian paper 
seemed to closely relate this recent Libyan action to the failure of the 

12 January 1974 attempt at unification between Libya and Tunisia. [Text] [Rabat 
AL-'ALAM in Arabic 31 Dec 81 p 2] 


OAPEC PRODUCTION INCREASE--Oapec's combined output of refined crude and oil-based 
products will increase within a range of between two and 21 times in 1985 com- 
pared with the 1977 figures. According to an estimate of the Italian oil company, 
ENI, published in the November issue of the Oapec Bulletin, Oapec countries’ meth= 
anol production is expected to reach an annual output level of 2.195m tonnes, a 
2l-time increase over the 100,000 tonne figure of 1977. Production is setimated 
to be 5.2m b/d by 1985, more than double the 2.355m b/d production of 1977. Ethy- 
lene production will increase from the 32,000 tonnes of 1977 to 2.98m in 1985. 
Combined ammonia production will be more than twofold in 1985, an annual out- 
put level of 9.56 tonnes will be achieved compared with the 3.43 m, [Text] (London 
8 DAYS in English No 49, 12 Dec 81 p 56] 


CSO: 4400/96 








PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


GULF IMPORT TARIFFS EXPECTED 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English No 647, 19 Dec 81 pp 1é, 17 


[Text] The industry ministers of the six member states of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council recommended the introduction of import tariffs to protect domestic products 
to last GCC summit meeting held in the Saudi capital Riyadh. 


European industry chiefs have refrained from comment - it is not knwn what form 
of tariffs will take or what commodities will be affected most. The marketing di- 
rector of a British company which exports construction material to the Gulf said: 
"So far we do not know what is meant by import tariffs in this context and we do 
not know what type of products will be penalized the highest.” ' 


The industry ministers of GCC members Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain 
and Oman met for two days in Riyadh at the end of last month. The meeting's chair- 
man, Saudi Minister of Industry Ghazi al Gosaibi, said that the Gulf Organization 
for Industrial Consulting had been asked to conduct studies on the iron and steel 
industry, the marketing of petrochemical products and the establishment of joint 
projects. 


Gulf business corcles take the minister's comments to mean that iron and steel 
will be one of the first commodities to be subject to high tariffs. They also ex- 
pect cement, food products, particularly canned food, and petrochemical byproducts 
such as detergents to be on the tariff list. 


Gosaibi also said the industry ministerial committee had successfully formulated a 
framework within which various organisations could carry out different assignments 
all aiming to achieve economic unity between the six states. He was confident that 
the Gulf states would be able to duplicate the EEC model. 


The industry ministers decided to form a subcommittee consisting of the heads of 
national companies involved with basic industries and using local resources. It 
will be responsible for implementing the recommendations of the ministerial commit- 
tee as they relate to achieving self-sufficiency, lessening dependence on foreign 
imports and expertise and unifying pace and style of development. 


Another body, a technical cooperation committee, will be set up to liaise with the 
GCC General Secretariat to devise a system for exchange of information on 











industrial projects and draw up plans for statistical information concerning indus- 
trial activity in the Gulf. This committee will hold its first meeting in Bahrain 
early next month. 


Western businessmen are adopting a wait and see attitude to the new proposals- 
mainly because similar decisions have been reached in the past but not implemented. 
However, the number of concrete decisions taken in Riyadh suggests that things 
might be different this time. Abdullah Bishara, secretary general of the GCC, told 
newsmen that “barely four months into our first year we already have an impressive 
record in achieving what we set out to do." 


He added that the GCC was working at a very fast rate in order to ensure the im- 
plementation of all the necessary steps to achieve economic unity. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


RESISTANCE LEADER SUMS UP WAR, CALLS FOR AID 
DW041220 Bonn DIE WELT in German 31 Dec 81-1 Jan 82 p 7 


[Report on an interview with the unidentified "supreme commander of the Afghan 
Freedom Fighters" at tiis secret headquarters by Walter H. Rueb: ‘On the Eve 
of the Second Anniversary of the Soviet Invasion"] 


[Text] "You are calling yourself the military leader of the front of fighting 
Mujahed of Afghanistan," I address the tall, slender man. ‘Does this mean that 
you are the supreme commander of the Afghan Liberation Fighters?" 


The addressee, a former colonel in the Afghan Army who later joined the Freedom 
Fighters and who has been underground ever since, carefully studies me and replies 
simply: "Yes." 


The interview takes place in a bare room about 24 square meters in size. Mats 

on the floor all around, and my walk from the door can be recognized by fresh tracks 
in sand and earth. In the center of the room is a red, plain carpet and a naked 
light bulb is on the wall. It illuminates the scene weakly. 


The interview had a thrilling prelude. Shortly before 0700 hours the interpreter 
and I were picked up at our hiding place. An escort hurried with us through 
crowded, dark streets of the small town in the central Afghan province of Ghazni. 
After 150 meters the door of a car parked at the curb opened. We climbed into the 
car, and we were off. The first escort stayed behind. 


After a minor eternity the vehicle stopped. The stop was part of the program: 
Another escort was waiting for us. All we could see of his face was the tip of 
his nose. He set such a high pace through dark, narrow streets that it was hard 
to follow him. 


The rush lasted for 10 minutes. We had arrived outside the town at long last. A 
fourth escort took charge of the stage course. He went ahead of us on narrow 
footpaths along a creek. At some places we walked ankle-deep in sludge, and often 
it was difficult to avoid skidding down into the creek. We encountered singular 
pedestrians and saw weakly illuminated houses on our left and right. 


Finally the contours of a bigger house were discernible. The chase went on--past 
the house. But suddenly the leader doubled back, approached the house and knocked 
on the door. 








Voices became audible inside. The password was demanded. Our escort shouted a 
few words, whereupon there was some manipulation on the door inside. It opened. 
But nobody was in sight. Only a little light fell outside. 


I was asked to step in. My interpreter nodded to me encouragingly. I stepped over 
the threshhold: Half a dozen muffled figures were lining a long hallway left and 
right. Arms shimmered in the light of a lamp. A door in the background opened. 


The supreme commander of the Afghan Liberation Fighters stood in the light of his 
room. In the mid-forties, perhaps 170 cm tall, well groomed, clothed in keeping 
with the country's custom, on his head the cap of the Nuristanis. He made an 
inviting gesture. Bodyguards arranged cushions on the floor, their weapons dangling 
from their bodies, their faces showing indifference. 


"Can you, on the eve of the second anniversary of the Soviet invasion, strike a 
balance and tell how many dead and wounded you have had to date? How manv fighters 
are at your command? Can you provide figures on Soviets killed, tanks destroyed, 
helicopters and airplanes downed? Do you know of any cases of use of chemical 
weapons by the Soviets?" 


The military leader replies in a subdued tone of voice. While talking he strikes 
out whole lines of Arabic characters on a pad in front of him. "As you know the 
resistance movement in Afghanistan is divided up over various fronts throughout 
the country. For a long time resistance had not rallied under one uniform leader- 
ship. This is why we have difficulty showing a balance sheet. But as far as the 
Afghan sacrifices in human lives are concerned I refer to an interview which 
President Karmal granted to an Iranian newspaper. According to this interview 

1 million Afghans lost their lives already between the putsch of April 1978 and 
the Soviet invasion in December 1979. In the meantime their number probably is 
1.5 million. The casualties of the Soviets are about 13,000. We downed more than 
150 airplanes and helicopters, and we destroyed at least 500 tanks. The quantity 
of the weapons captured was enough to equip 50 percent of the 70,000 mujaheddins. 


"But I would like to say something else at this point: It is not true that we 

don't take any prisoners. We have taken many already; at least 800. They are 

being kept prisoner in a decentralized fashion, closely guarded and well treated, 
and they are supposed to enable us to ransom some of our people because the Russians 
also take prisoners. 


"There are hundreds of people in Afghanistan who have lost their health by chemical 
weapons. It has been clearly proved that the Soviets use such weapons--especially 
in the narrow mountain valleys where poison gases linger for days and even weeks. 
The Soviets scored great military successes by using chemical combat agents." 


While he spoke the tea grew cold. Over the rim of his cup he watches me while the 
next question is translated: "Is it true that Chinese troops are fighting against 
the Soviets side by side with the mujaheddin in the northeastern province of 
Wakhan?" 


"Wakhan is a mountainous region, there is always deep snow, there is no fighting 


going on there. It is nothing but propaganda of the Russians that Chinese and 
Afghans are fighting shoulder to shoulder.” 


5 








I proceed to the next question by saying that “according to my observations the 
mujaheddin are lacking modern arms. Are there any chances that the Freedom 
Fighters will have antitank weapons and antiaircraft guns in the foreseeable 
future?" 


"It was with its traditional, simple weapons that the Afghan people started its 
struggle against the Soviet aggressor 2 years ago. Subsequently we captured many 
weapons in the campaign against the Soviets, and besides we purchased arms abroad. 
But compared with the Soviet equipment we make a poor showing. With its present 
arms--rifles, submachine guns, light and heavy machine guns, mines as well as a 

few antitank weapons and singular antiaircraft guns--the Afghan people is unable 

to resist lastingly. Besides, ammunition is in short supply, and for some arms 
there is none whatsoever. Our adversary, however, is the world's strongest military 
power." 


After these words the military leader made a long pause. Resignation? Finally 

he continues with a firm voice: "The arms we need must be easy to transport because 
Afghanistan is a hilly country, and streets as well as transport possibilities 

as such are bad. Arms must be often transported by animals, and man has always 

a hard time. What we most urgently need are antitank arms and antiaircraft guns. 
But there is no money to buy this, we do not get anything for nothing, and we 
seldom capture this kind of arms and this kind of caliber." 


"Is it not due to the current absence of central military leadership that resistance 
was not making headway here and there and that unnecessary losses had to be taken? 
Did not the morale of the fighters suffer from this?" 


‘Exactly these arguments have been quoted by many Afghans over and over again when 
the establsihment of central leadership was involved. Success was achieved even- 
tually. The Freedom Fighters from all parts of the country coordinate their 
activities now helping each other and exchanging arms. The merger is the result 

of long negotiations and of meny secret meetings. Enmities between tribes and 
nationalities have been overcome, animosities have been decreased and even religious 
obstacles have been overcome. The old rivalries come up occasionally, but they 

are kept under cortrol to the benefit of the common cause. Naturally the Russians 
would very much Like to know where the military leadership of the resistance 
is...this is why the place and date of this interview as well as my name must remain 
secret. Do you give me your word for that?" 


The face looks more tense than before. The chief keeps looking at his visitor 
until the question is repeated by the interpreter in German. He accepts my "yes" 
with obvious satisfaction. A bodyguard leaves the room silently while the military 


leader himself comments shortly and briefly on a not yet answered question: "The 
morale of the mujahidin is excellent--after all, they are successful despite 
insufficient arms. Their number has increased in the meantime to more than 70,000. 


They are controlling 85 percent of the country, they have earned merits with regard 
to the defense of the civilian populace, and they are highly respected nationally 
as well as internationally." 


"How about the civilian populace? Did it not suffer most regarding casualties and 
was it not hit particularly hard by the war? How high are the losses and how is 
the morale after 2 years of war?" 














My discussion partner seems to have been waiting for this question. "The morale of 
the civilian populace is good although more than 90 percent of the casuaities were 
suffered by civilians. Religion plays a great role as well. The Koran says: 

The one who wins in combat is a real fighter, the one who dies was loved by God... 
This plays a considerable role regarding the moral armament of the Freedom Fighters. 
But this morale is exposed to severe strain. The fight against the Russians is 
difficult and chances for a military fictory are small. 


I am more worried, however, by Afghan exile organizations abroad. They can neither 
organize the people nor resistance, they can neither lead the mujahidin militarily, 
nor can they protect the lives of the civilian populace, and they are unable 
organizationally, politically and militarily to give new impulses to the fight 
against the Russians. So far they have not succeeded either to get assistance for 
us from friendly nations. For all these reasons the exile organizations are rather 
a burden. That can be a great danger for the morale of the Afghan people." 


The face of the military leader is serious. The listeners seem to be astonished. 
But I continue to ask calmly: "Are you afraid of political and military escala- 
tion? Will Afghanistan be exposed to even harder tests in the third occupation 
year? Or do you deem a change to the benefit of the Freedom Fighters as possible?" 


"As far as we can see, the Afghan people is rallying together even more closely," 
states the military leader. "The populace is determined and willing to continue 
the fight. In order to do this, it needs a good political and military leadership 
able to head the people on the difficult way. The traditional unity of the Afghan 
people in hard times is becoming active eventually, it is developing better and 
better--a sign that our fight is becoming more and more political. But once the 
Russians will have realized this positive development, they will naturally become 
even more aggressive. We expect bombs and shells in the third year--we expect as 
a whole that they will do what they have done so far against the Afghan people 
even tougher, mercilessly and more inhuman. They cannot stand seeing that the 
freedom fight of the Afghan people is developing positively." 


"Do you want eventually to utter criticism, an appeal or a wish to the address of 
Western democracy?" 


The Russians have marched into Afghanistan not only for ideological reasons. 
They pursue two interests in Afghanistan, namely economic and strategic or geo- 
political interests. The economic interests are insignificant, while the geo- 
political interests are the more significant: In 1979 the Soviets have come 700 
kilometers closer to the Indian Ocean. The world should not forget that the Russians 
are now separated by only 400 kilometers from the most important naval connections 
of Western nations to their vitally most important oil and other energy resources. 
Afghanistan is thus of great strategic importance for the whole world and parti- 
cularly for Europe. The politicians of the West must not believe that the advance 
of the Russians can be stopped with negotiations and conferences. Every yielding 
just increases the appetite of the Soviets. The free world must form a determined 
front againse the expansionist trend of the Russians. Europe must support 
Afghanistan out of its own existential interest--but not blindly. Europe must 
examine how it could effectively support the fight of the Afghan people. The 
Western friends should come to Afghanistan, examine the situation and find the right 
address themselves for giving help and support. That would be help not only for 
Afghanistan but for the whole world." 


CSO: 4620/15 








EGYPT 


AL-SADAT'S MEASURES CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL=YASAR AL="ARABI in Arabic No 36, Oct 81 pp 20~24 


[Article: "Condemnation of the Repressive Measures of al-Sadat's Reqime in All 
Areas of the World"/ 


/Excerpts/ The latest campaign of arrests al-Sadat has carried out against the var- 
ious forces and symbols of national opposition in Egypt has stirred up broad reace- 
tions. Throughout the world, all peaceloving forces that defend human rights, all 
socialist forces and all forces of national liberation have stood alongside the 
Egyptian people, condemning repression and oppression in Egypt and reiterating the 
legimate national rights of the masses of the Egyptian people, their right of expres- 
sion and freedom to express opinions, and their right to trial before their normal 
judges in accordance with normal laws. 


Let All Ranks Be United and Let All Forces 8e Joined 


The Egyptian Communist Party issued a statement on 9 September 1981 in which it 
mentioned: 


"Through its latest campaiagn of police terror, the Eqyptian puppet regime is re- 
vealing that it has attained the final stage of the scheme of regression, using a 
Policy of flagrant comprehensive coercive tyranny in the face of growing opposition 
to the elimination of the remainder of the trump card of democracy and laying bare 
its devious intentions to commit new aggression against the national and social 
interests of the Egyptian people and to take treasonous steps of greater disdain for 
the Arab cause and the riohts of the Palestinian people." 


It said, "The attack, whose likes Eqypt has not seen before in its comprehensiveness, 
broad scope and the barabrity with which it is characterized, means that this pup- 
pet reqime has increased its isolation from the masses to a degree that cannot be 
misrepresented, after grievously failing to resolve any of the issues of ordinary 
life or development, after corruption has qnawed it down to the marrow, and stories 
of bribery, mediation, theft, smuggling and suspicious activities carried out by 

all the regime's men have become the talk and daily sustenance of the citizens." 


The statement continued, "This reqime wishes to put the finishing touches on turning 
Egypt into a base for American imperialism and an armed arsenal at the service of 
imperialism, striking out at liberation movements in the Arab region and Africa. 
However, this campaign also means that the movement of national forces within Egypt 








has become a real danger threatening the policy of treason and apostasy and stressing 
that the awareness of the Eqyptian people, with all their nationalistic groups, of 
the consequences of the policy the regime is following is increasing day by day - 

the policy of ignoring nationai rights and betraying national hopes, the policy of 
subservience to colonialism and the enemies of the forces of national liberation, 

the policy of adherence to the world imperialist capitalist market, the destruction 
of the economy and the cessation of comprehensive development." 


It declared "Fraudulent attempts to put a cover on factional strife will never de- 
ceive anyone and will never divert attention from the political nature or extent of 
the detention campaiqn. It is the regime itself which has laid the seeds of faction- 
al strife, which it has fed day after day, fanning its flames with suspicious con- 
duct, dubious measures and puppet organizations so that the day will come when every=- 
one who stands against it, warns of the gravity of playing with it, rejects it and 
fights for the sake of thwarting it, will make accusation of its crimes." 


The Communist Party stressed "The timing of the campaign, following al-Sadat's re- 
turn from the United States and his meeting with Begin, underlines that it has occur- 
red in accordance with a joint decision by the parties to the tripartite alliance 
aimed at providing appropriate circumstances for yielding grievous new concessicns 
in the field of the normalization of relations and the field of neqotiations for 
administrative autonomy and in the American administration's insistence on imposing 
an explicit treaty signed with Washington for the use of military bases in Egypt, 
especially in the strateqic area of Sinai and the Red Sea -=- an insistence which 
reveals the extent to which the American leaders have lost confidence in their agent 
and his regime and the likelihood of his survival, and implies preparations for the 
imposition of a treaty through military force following the collapse of the regime, 
relying on the legitimacy of the contract." 


It pointed out "Begin is threatening that Israel will review its withdrawal if there 
is no full response to what Israel considers appropriate regarding the settlement of 
conditions in the territory of Sinai or the completion of the sequences of 'normali- 
zation’ which will guarantee Zionist American dominance over all areas of political, 
aconomic-, cultural and intellectual life, one of the most important sections of 
which is normalization in the area of the police, that is, repression, which is 
stipulated in the agreement. 


"Israel is also hastening to complete the conspiracy scheme against the Palestinian 
people hy imposing the ‘administrative autonomy’ plan prior to withdrawing from 
Sinai.” 


It stated that the ruse of the withdrawal from Sinai and of “yielding on it" through 
negotiation and American participation, which al-Sadat is depending on in order to 
have his raqime qain some crodibility and stability, will not benefit him at all, 

for Our people realize that Israeli dominance in the peninsula will remain, with 

the addition of direct American military occupation under the cloak of “multinational 
international peacekeeping forces." 


The statement said "Al-Sadat, in his speech, tried to justify or explain his crime 

to the gangs of the regime's direct beneficiaries but totally failed in cloaking his 
intentions or concealing the reality of the situation from the people, and he was 
totally incapable of defending all this vile heap of crimes, which have even burdened 











him down and confused him, and the scandals whose smell has spread and wakened him, 
so that he has become nakec, exposed and revealed as a traitor in front of everyone" 


The party called for the formation of a broad national front to bring down the apos-~ 
tate regime and said “Let all ranks be united and let all noble nationalist forces 
and elements join together. The truth is clear and the road is open to all noble 
citizens from all national groups and classes to work with a single hand in a broad 
national front to bring down the puppet apostate reqime. This is what our Egyptian 
Communist Party is always calling for and this is what we reaffirm, in order to 
defend Egypt's independence, sovereignty and honor against the new concessions that 
are being hatched for imperialism and Zionism, in order to defend the freedom of 
Egyptian citizens and all forces’ and classes’ right te independent organization. 


"May we defend the safety and unity of the nation, inflict a defeat on the policy of 
national and domestic apostasy and treason, and pull out the roots of racist and 
factional doctrines!" 


Lest the Traitorous Dictatorial Regime Escape the People’s Anger On 9 September 1981 
the Eqyptian Democratic Youth Federation issued a statement in which it said: 


"The graat campaign which al-Sadat's reqime launched against the Eqyptian opposition 
early this September shows how far this reqime has gone in its enmity toward the 
people. I+ is a preparation for a naw, broader attack on the nationalist, economic 
and social interests of the toiling Eqyptians and a preparation of conditions for 

new treasonous steps and adventurous aggressive acts against the forces of liberation 
in the area." 


The statement continued, 


Through his recent measures, al-Sadat has come close to carrying out the plan on 
which he made a statement at the start of this year by establishing a sinagle party 
system in which he formed an ‘opposition wing.'" 


It went on: 


"This campaign of detentions is tantamount to a clear declaration of the bankruptcy 
of al-Sadat's regime. It had to come to this end after al-Sadat had imposed bur- 
dens on the sovereignty of the country and bound it up to imperialism through re- 
lations of political, sconomic and military subservience and after the workers' 
economic and social achievements had been struck down, generations of young people 
had been condemned to illiteracy, unemployment and waste, and Egypt had been iso- 
lated from the front of Arab peoples standing up to Zionism and the worldwide front 
hostile to imperialism and had gone down the road to conspiracy against the struggle 
of the Palestinian Arab people.” It added, "Through the Egyptian revolutionary 
Forces' perseverant struggle to consolidate its action, the first signs of the 
broad national front against the regime have appeared since the seventies and its 
formation has drawn close in the past months of this year. To prevent the matura- 
tion of an auspicious alternative to this detested regime, al-Sadat has waged his 
recent desperate campaign with the objective of impeding the establishment of the 
national front. Al-Sadat's new conspiracy is not separate from his mutual schemes 
with Reagan and Begin.” 
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The statement concluded, “For all these reasons, al-Sadat is trying to impose the 
silence of the grave on our country. 


"We must compel the puppet regime to release all detainees and permit freedom of 
expression and organization. 


"The nationalist youths of Egypt must now play an active role in the struggle to 
combine national forces in order to prevent this regime from perpetrating new crimes 
against the nation and against the Arah people, especially the Palestinian people." 


Muhammad Sid Ahmad, in a Press Conference Held in Paris: Al-Sadat's Campaign Is a 
Response to the Demands of Reagan and Begin 


The progressive Egyptian writer Muhammad Sid Ahmad spoke about the latest measures 
the Egyptian authorities have carried out, describing them as a vicious unprece- 
dented attack against everyone who does not repeat what al-Sadat and his agencies 
Saye 


The Eqyptian Grouping to Fight Against Repression, formed recently in France, held 

a great press conferance in Paris on 22 September attended by more than 100 journal- 
ists representing the French and international press. It was presented by Lutfallah 
Sulayman and in it Muhammad Sid Ahmad, who was present, discussed the detention: 
campaiqn against thousands. His name was in the list of journalists banished from 
their papers. 


Muhammad Sid Ahmad refuted the Egyptian authorities’ allegations that the measures 
al-Sadat had adopted were aimed at eliminating factional strife. He stated that 
al-Sadat himself was behind the aggravation of the factional disputes and that the 
real goal of his campaign was to strike out at the Eqyptian opposition, which has 
grown great in the recent period. -t also occurred as a response to demands by 
Ronald Reagan and Menachem Begin to cope with the people's rejection of the normali- 
zation of relations with Israel. 


He referred to the conditions that the detainees are going through now and pointed 
out how they are totally removed from their families and lawyers. Some of them, 
such as the lawyer Mr 'Abdeal-'Aziz al-Shurbaji, have also been exposed to vile 
aggression. 
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EGYPT 


AL=QADI'S CHARGES AGAINST 'UTHMAN SUMMARIZED 
Paris AL=YASAR AL='ARABI in Arabic No 36, Oct 81 pp 47, 48 
/Articie: "The Glass Houses: Do They 8elong to the Regime Or the Opposition?"/ 


LText/ There is an old Eqyptian saying: "If your home is made out of glass, do not 
cast stones at the houses of others." This is the prelude to a review of Dr Mahmud 
aleiJadi's hook "Glass Houses," which has appeared at a time that makes one consider 
it a response to the book "My Experience" by 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman. 


The stone that the regime threw, by 'Uthman's hand, against one of the houses most 
dear to the Eqyptian people, the “Nasirist house,” nonetheless bounced back at the 
people who threw it, since their houses are of glass! 


Two Men and Two Books 


The first man, Dr Mahmud al-Qaci, is one of the most prominent Egyptian nationalist 
liberal personages and a university professor of engineering, and was a deputy for 
the Bab Sharqi district in Alexandria for a number of unique parliamentary terms; 

he hitched his causes to the concerns of the nation and the masses and has merited 
their affection, and the resantment of the regime, which was recently embodied in 
the fact that he was put in the list of detainees after he had occupied a position 
in the nationalist parliamentary honor roll for opposing Camp David and making a 
sincere appeal for an Eqyptian national front. He is also one of the leaders of the 
Egyptian National Front Party which is being esteblished. 


The second man is 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman, an engineering contractor. 


He is a man whose history is filled with dealings with thea anemy, as he presented it 
himself in his book "My Experience." The first time was when the royal security 
agencies in Egypt arrested him on the charge of dealing with the English occupying 
forces (Page 9 of his book "My Experience!"). 


The second time was in the era of ‘Abd-al-Nasir when General Intelligence arrested 
him on the charge of spying “and conspiring on behalf of Israel" and providing 
Israeli intelligence drawings of missile bases his company was constructing, under 
the auspices of an engineer in his company, his nephew, named Mitwalli Mandur. He 
was then released after 12 hours of investigation, following intervention from 
Anwar al-Sadat! (Page 430 of the same source). 

















The First Book 


This is the book "Glass Houses" by Dr al-Qadi. It is a historic document of an 
Egyptian opposition position. The book contains two sections. The first is al-fadi's 
reply to 'Uthman's slanderous allegations in his book "My Experience,” in particular 
his attack on ‘Abd-al-Nasir. 


The second section contains minutes from the sessions of the Eqyptian parliament in 
which the nationalist deputy Dr al-Qaci directed his 27-accusation interrogation 
at ‘Uthman! 


The Second Book 


That is the book "My Experience” by 'Uthman, 648 pages long, presented to the masses 
of our Arab people in Egypt, who, with their nationalist and progressive forces, re- 
jected it with the result that al-Sadat was compelled to withdraw it, and its author, 
from the market! 


The Same Era 


The era of the decadent, treasonous parasitic bourgeoisie is the era of al-Sadat: 
it is an era thst reflects two Eqypts and two trenches - the trench of the regime 
and the trench 'f the opposition - as is reflected by a review of the book "Glass 
Houses.” 


The 'Uthman of Legend and Fact 


Dr al-\Wadi's book raises an important question, which is: When did the legend of 
"Uthman begin, and who brought him to that status? 


'Uthman considers that he came to amass millions on millions by the help of God, 
thanks to "the prayer of his parents" and his secret relationship with the lord of 
both realms, earning him a magic hand which, when it passes over the desert, turns 
the desert green. In his book "My Experience” he reviews his acts of heroism. Here 
he breaks up the mountain of the High Dam, something the atheistic Russians failed 
to do, after which they plotted against him! 


How did the late arrogant haughty president turn to no one except the young engineer 
presenting his company Arab Contractors and how did that reflect prejudice on 
"Abd-al-Nasir's part to the point where he even “begrudged him his death!" 


"Uthman Was the Only Exception 'Abdeal-Nasir Made: Why? 


Ur al-Wadi says that ‘Uthman's legend did not begin in the era of the devout presi- 
dent, his relative and supreme model. Rather, it began specifically with the con- 
struction of the High Dams 


1. He obtained the award from him. This was supposed to be one of the 100 percent 
public sector Egyptian companies that took part in the job. How did this state- 
owned company turn into a family company of ‘Uthman's, dominating the Ministry of 
Housing? (The question is asked of "Uthman. ) 
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2. In 'Abde-al-Nasir's era, Mr 'Uthman was given powers and privileges which were 
rarely given to others. The statement is by "Uthman, in his own words, in his book, 
where he said: 


He, as president of a public sector company, was the sole person who could put his 
name and the name of his family on that company. 


He wrote that he was personally given an open visa by ‘Abd-al-Nasir to travel abroad 
to follow up on his work without having to be exposed to inconvenience. In fact, 
"Abd-al-Nasir issued a special decree exempting ‘'Uthman and his company from sub jec- 
tion to public sector laws. 


"Uthman Always Ready to Serve! 


After we have jointly reviewed 'Uthman's former relationship with British and Zion- 
ist intelligence, through his own statements, Dr al-Qadi wonders in his book how it 
was that 'Uthman was allowed to enjoy all this ease in the nationalist Nasirist era. 


He says, "It is probable, or most likely, according to material in 'Uthman's book, 
that that may be explained by his very good, friendly relations with the Egyptian 
intelligence apparatus, headed by Salah Nasr, and his friendly relations with Field 
Marshal ‘Amir. Therefore he was recruited into the intelligence apparatus to func-= 
tion as an eye into the Arab countries, and this ultimately resulted in his being 
disgraced and expelled from some Arab countries before the activities he was assigned 
were completed!" (Page 4.) We do not know the nature of these operations, whether 
they were in building and construction or in espionage and reporting. 





Nothing provides better proof of the validity of that than the fact that in his 
book 'Uthman attacked everyone, first of all the leader ‘Abd-al-Nasir, but did not 
attack Salah Nasr -=- in fact, he praised him! 


Al-Qadis: Witness to the al-Sadat Era 


The second part of the hook offers us a vivid picture of parliamentary life in Egypt 
and the stands Dr aleQadi took as a nationalist model of Egyptian opposition , pro- 
viding us that through the opportunity his parliamentery activity granted him in the 
Form of requests for information. 


Or al-Qadi says that 'Uthman clearly supported the arms transaction involving pur- 
chases from Spain in the same period of time as the Iranian bus transaction case, 
that is, in 1975, when Dr Hijazi was the prime minister. The bus “scandal” led to 
the resignation of Hijazi's cabinet in spite of the report of the factfinding com- 
mittee in the magazine AL=SHA'B, which ruled that the Iranian company had made its 
sale at the best price, by the testimony of Ashraf Marwan. Following the resigna- 
tion of the cahinet, the interrogation regarding this subjegt ended and there re- 
mained the issue of the transaction to purchase "Uthman's /reinforcement/ iron, 
especially since ‘Uthman had entered the new cabinet as minister of housing. The 
issue, to al-Qacli, was not so much the desire to hold a minister to account as to 
hold a raqgime to account. Dr al-Nadi says: 


"I had to present the matter in its normal perspective, so that the request for in- 
Formation would be a warning of the seriousness of what was happening. It was clear 
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to me, from the papers and the evidence, that great deliberate neglect had occurred 
in these two transactions, causing large amounts of the people's money to be lost, 
and there was no room to be silent." (Page 142.) 


Elsewhere he says: 


"In addition, issues like the bus transaction or the iron transaction come up against 
Powers outside the assembly that benefit from continued neglect and shortcomings 
because they reap tremendous profits from foreign currency and the loss of public 
funds, and these powers have pressures, authorities and friendships.” (Page 18.) 


Need one comment further to underline who these powers are? 


The names of the people participating in the transaction will suffice: Sayyid Mar'i, 
Ashraf Marwan and Jihan al-Sadat. Where, however, did the competition lead? 
Al-Wadi says (Page 188): 


"The first interrogation ended but the confrontation between ‘'Uthman and me did not. 
He, in my view, was just a minister whom I could criticize and confront if he erred, 
and I directed 26 accusations at him." 


The confrontation between al-Qadi and ‘'Uthman went on, with al-Qadi representing 

the opposition and 'Uthman symbolizing the regime. It embraced all aspects of Egyp- 
tian political, economic and social life in which each one presented a program. 
Where, however, did this competition end up? 


Withdrawal of Confidence from the Cabinet or the Regime? 


All these ciscussions and disclosures of scandal ended up with a deputy named 
Zakariya Lutfi Jum'ah, a reactionary deputy for the Heliopolis district who had 
repressed workers’ strikes when he was chairman of the Heliopolis Metro Company. 
This deputy, a representative of the reactionary government, said: 


"IT believe that what Or al-Qadi has mentioned will not result in the withdrawal of 
confidence from a minister alone -- it will quarantee the withdrawal of confidence 
from an entire cabinet." 


We would have liked to have commented on where ‘Uthman and the 'Uthmanists endec up, 
but here His Excellency President al-Sadat intervened in person to save his 'Uthman, 
just as he had saved him in the past from the intelligence dungeon when his role as 
a Zionist agent was exposed. 

Al-Qadi in Confrontation with 'Uthman or the Regime 


The place: One of the glass houses, called the People's Assembly. 


The times The era of democracy, the era of the parasitic bourgeoisie, the epoch of 
al-Sadat. 


The events On 14 March 1976, President al-Sadat spoke before a joint session of the 
People's Assembly and the Central Committee, disparaging “al-Qadi's request for 
information on the Iranian buses and the iron transaction. Al-Qadi also charged me 
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with partiality toward 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman and accused me of casting doubts, saying 
that I meant him." The democratic president continued: "He cast doubts on the in- 
tegrity of the regime. They start with the government, aiming eventually at me!" 


God forbid, Mr President! Al-Qadi did not want to bring you to trial -=- he just 
inadvertently addressed himself to the subject that was being discussed by the 
Egyptian man in the street, a subject which deserved your rebuke, although you sum- 
moned him to the concentration camps of the oasis of safety and security after he 
had been visited by the “dawn visitors" whom you had eliminated after the corrective 
revolution, a democratic revolution with teeth and claws! 


The Evil of a Misfortune That Would Make You Laugh! 


Yes, that is what the townspeople, our Eqyptian people, were bruiting about. Twenty- 
six requests for information from *Uthman reveal the extent to which the sweat of 

Our workers and peasants has bean plundered. That can make us cry, but it can also 
make us laugh. 


"Uthman Pound and 30 Thieves 


The wierdest of these charges is that Minister 'Uthman had 30 advisors and that they 
included movie advisors whose job was to ensure that the movies of the minister 
shown in theaters portrayed him with adequate dignity. (Page 22.) 


"Uthman's Emergency and Self Sufficiency in Food 


Another accusation reveals that the public relations agency in 'Uthman's ministry 
took its excess expenditures from the emergency fund, that is, the secret budget 
fund that the government allots for purposes of defense and national security! 


These excess expenditures were four and a half times greater than the ordinary public 
relations anency budget! 


We might add that that can he arranged only through a republican decree! 
And it occurs in cahinets only in wartime! 
Appreciation for the Parents! 


Among the 26 charges aqainst ‘'Uthman is the charge that he turned the Arab Contrac- 
tors Company from a public sector company into a family firm. To that, ‘Uthman 
replied by sayinn: 


"What is not good in a family is not good in the public." It appears that 'Uthman 


Pasha meant that all the good now is for his family the “Zionists,” to whom he pre- 
viously handed over the designs during the war of attrition. 


A heal Sweetheart! 


As regards his son, a recent graduate who has become president of a public sector 
company, that is, with the.salary of a deputy minister, he replied by saying, 


"But he is a qood kid!" Oh, really! (Page 187.) 
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The Fesult: Five to One 


Jhen Dr al-Qacdi established, through documents and scientific proof, that the iron 
‘pansaction which 'Uthman mace was a total failure, the People's Assembly invited 
'Uthman to respond, and he said "Mahmud al-Qadi is attacking me because he is the 
presivent of the Alexandrian Federation Club and I am president of the Isma'ili 
Cluh, which beat his club five to one." Then he said, "God willing, everything will 
resolve itself. The Egyptian people will find iron and all their requirements for 
building homes for every citizen, and there will he a citizen for every home." 


However, what has happened is that the Eqyptian people have scrambled for iron, now 
that the "devout" president has resolved all his affairs with the Zionists rather 
than finding the iron with which to govern now! All iron requirements, to tell the 
truth, are now available, but not for housing for every citizen and a citizen for 
every home; rather, the iron has come to be allocated to build a dungeon for every 
citizen and a citizen for every dungeon. 


The review of the book "Glass Houses" has ended. Tomorrow all the residents of these 


Fragile houses and their engineers will end up receiving a stone from our Arab 
people in Eqypt under the leadership of their national progressive forces. 
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EGYPT 


NEW NASIRIST PARTY FORMED 
Paris AL-YASAR AL="ARAS1 in Arabic No 36, Oct 81 p 19 


LArticle: “The Nasirist Arab Socialist Party Proclaims the Declaration of the 
Charter Committee"/ 


LText/ On the 18th anniversary /sic/ of the 23 July revolution, 10 years after the 
May 1971 coup, the charter committee of the first Nasirist organization since the 
departure of Jamal ‘Abde-al-Nasir has issued its first declaration, proclaiming the 
establishment of the Nasirist Arah Socialist Party! That is in reality an important 
event, considering it is an expression of a matter which the masses of the Arab 
people in taypt have continued to struggle to implant and to wrest their rights 
over; it is the right of all forces and classes to form independent parties and or- 
ganizations, and they have made, and still are making, great, outrageous sacrifices 
in order to realize it. It is also a response to a slogan set forth by the Egyptian 
national movement on the need for all forces to venture to establish their politi- 
cal organizations and embark on the struggle of the national battle to face up to 
the forces of apostasy and treason. 


The declaration heqins hy stressinn "The Arab people in Egypt have constantly heen 
nuiding their revolutionary vanquards along the path of their obligations." It then 
addressed itself to "the intense crisis the Nasirist movement has gone through since 
ay LO?71, facing, without any organization, the vicious attacks which have been 
aimed at eliminating Nasirism and consecrating apostasy, following the departure of 
"Abd-al-Nasir and the adoption with conditions of a course opposed to the orienta- 
tien of the movement of national and social liberation and national unity. 


"However, the movement of the masses of the Arab people of Eoypt has never known 
capitulation in the course of the stages of its long struggle, in the form of the 
resistance to the attacks of old and new imperialism and the reactionaries and tra- 
tors who ally themselves with it." 


The declaration then alluded to the Nasirist current's struggle against counter- 
revolution through various forms in which the ranks of the opposition of various 
intellectual origins have orqanized themselves, though it has no independent organ- 
izational foundation. It said, "In the hazards of the daily struggles the Nasirists 
have waged along with the other nationalist forces, the Nasirists have not relin- 
quished their belief in the inavitability of the establishment of a Nasirist organ- 
ization, considering that it is a comhative necessity and an urgent response dic- 
tated by the damands of the domestic and national struqole, in spite of all the 
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difficulties imposed by the new circumstances, which recently enced up with the 
formation of this charter committee as the outcome of sincere efforts made by noble 
fiaghtino men who have tried, as far as it has heen possible for them to do so, to 
create an organizational framework for the Nasirist movemen* so that this party may 
become the first integrated organizational framework for the Nasirist movement sinca 
the Way 1971 coup.” 


The declaration goes on to assert: 


"Our party considers that foremost among its just goals is the effort to bring down 
al-Sadat's reqime in a revolutionary manner as a necessary condition for regaining 
Egypt's independence and having the Arab liberation revolution regain its course and 
eliminate the obstacles obstructing the progress of the Arab people in Egypt. 


"As it wages this comprehensive battle, the party is setting out, alongside its ur- 
gent goal of bringing down al-Sadat's regime and regaining Eqypt's independence, and 
in consequence of these, the following basic goals: 


"1. WM!obilization of all forces to bring down Camp David and the peace treaty with 
israel. 


"2. Eaypt's restoration of its leadership role in the Arab liberation movement, and 
restoration of the full rights of the Palestinian Arab people in the context of a 
comprehensive national stratenqy. 


"3, Liquidation of the dominance of parasitic capitalism linked with foreign capi- 
tal over the domestic economy and reversion to the sjstem of socialist development. 


"4. The election of a nationalist charter committee to set out a new constitution 
which must perforce contain the following principles: 


"A, The regime must be republican and parliamentarian, restricting the power of the 
president and confining it to a framework which will guarantee that he is not trans- 
formed into an absolute ruler. 


"8. The supreme policy decisionmaking authority must belong to the People's Assembly, 
which is elected directly. The executive authority must express the majority of the 
assembly and must be responsible before it. 


"C. The proportion of workers and peasants /in the assembly/ must be guaranteed and 
workers and peasants must be redefined in order to prohibit others from fraudu- 
lently ascribing their characteristics to themselves. 


"OD. The right to form parties must be given to all national forces which commit 
thamselves to the qoals of the working people who are fighting for freedom, socialism 
ind unity. 

5 2 The provision that citizens, individually and as joint forces, have the right 
to express their positions by issuing newspapers, the right to be nominated ane 
elected, and freedom of belief, and the stipulation that no subsequent or previous 
law infrinoing on these rights is lawful. 
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"F. The stipulation that citizens have riohts to equal opportunities in work, educa- 
tion, sanitation and medical treatment. 


"S. Protection of the national and historic role of the Eqyptian Arab army. 


"6. The effort to strengthen the unity of the Arab people's struggle and establish 
and support a front of progressive national forces. 


"7, Adherence +o the policy of positive neutrality and nonaligqnment, solidarity with 
all forces of national Liberation and their fronts in defiance of imperialism and 
Zionism, resumption of relations of equal cooperation with the socialist countries 
and a review of all our foreion relations in lioht of various countries’ positions 
vis-a-vis our national and domestic causes." 


The committee concluded its declaration with a statement on the formation of a com- 
mittee of its members which has baen assiqned to set forth the draft of the party's 
program and bylaws and to prepare the party's first conference, which it will hold 

as soon as possible in order to review the two drafts and elect the central committer 
and the leadership committees of the Nasirist Arab Socialist Party. 


AL=-YASAR AL-'ARASI, as it presents the basic concepts in this declaration, areets 
this important, positive step in hopes that this new party will contribute an effec- 
tive combative role alongside all other Egyptian national forces and parties in 
establishing the national democratic front to save Eqypt and bring down treason and 
apostasy. 
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EGYPT 


COMMUNIST PUBLICATION EPRINTS INTERROGATION OF LIBERAL DISSIDENT 
Paris AL~YASAR AL~'ARASI in Arabic No 30, Oct 81 pp 13-15 
{Article: "Egypt: A Letter from Cairos Al-Mu'izz's Cairo Cannot Be Defeated"/ 


LText/ Al-Sadat can detain thousands of people overnight and turn the days in Egypt 
into a long night. Eqypt's night actually did begin with his coup on 15 May and 
has not yet ended, in spite of all the fraudulent missiles and lies. However, no 
ruler, whoever he might be, can lock up all of Egypt, because that is greater than 
all the tyrants and arrogant men of history. Even its sarcastic face and biting 
jokes have heen a source for the ridicule of occupiers and fools. Thus it has con- 
stantly been, and still is. 


The letter from Cairo's paqes are being opened this time and written by the fighting 
men and detainees by their own pens and tonques, on their pages and in their meetinos, 
symposia and movements against oppression, subversion and degeneration and against 

the American and Zionist enemy and his bases and pacts, which have not been stilledc 
and for which thray are being killed in prisons. However, the movement of the people 
has discovered the truth after a long deception and has not been stopped by decree 
from Washington, Tel Aviv or a subservient dwarf. Let the world hear wat they say, 
because it is a statement for history and the future. 


Jefore the latest campaign of detentions, which included ‘Abd-al-"Aziz al-Shurbaji, 
an old man of more than 70, the socialist prosecutor called the firm fighting man in 
for interrogation concerning the "violations and crimes" issued from him against the 
regime. 


"Abd-al-"Aziz al-Shurbaji faced the investigator with great pride and national dig- 
nity, reiterating the legacy of great Egyptian liberals from the time of 'Urabi's 
stand, Sa'd Zaghlul and al-Nahhas. 


Al-Shurbaji's statements and responses to the prosecutor will remain a unique his- 
toric documant, the conscience of Egypt and the voice of its nationalism and intel- 


lectuals in this gloomy stage of its history. 


We have indead often differed with 'Abdeal-'Aziz al-Shurbaji in the past, but we can 
only turn toward the venerable old man and his sincere, truthful words in exaltation. 


AL=YASAR AL=-'ARABI is exclusively publishing the minutes of the investigation ver- 
hatim. In attendance with 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Shurbaji at the meeting were 26 lawyers, 
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most of whom, if not all of them, are currently sharing prison dungeons with al- 
Shurba ji: 


My name is 'Abd-al-'Aziz Muhammad Mahmud al-Shurbaji. I am 70 and reside at 12 Dar 
al-Shifa' Avenue, Garden City. 


Question: Did you attend a popular conference of opposition forces at Labor Party 
headquarters on 16 June 1981? 


Answer: Yese Although I do not remember the date, I attended a number of meetings 
in those headquarters. 


Question: Do you have membership in the Labor Party? 

Answer: I am a member of the Supreme Committee of the New Wafd Party and nothing 
else. This party was established and a decree was issued dissolving it by its gen- 
eral assembly because there was no air of democratic security in the country. 


Question: Who invited you to attend this conference, sir? 


Answer: I don't know who gives the invitations, but it has been my habit to go to 
all political meetings, even if I am not invited. That is a duty. 


Question: What was the occasion for the convening of this conference? 

Answer* I don't know specifically. What is certain though is that the party has 
witnessed a number of political occasions and held these meetings on their account. 
That date may have been one of those occasions. As I remember that (the occasion of 
the meeting) could have been the party's shift away from its support for the Camp 
David agreements. That is a qreat national occasion and no one can fail to respond 
to an invitation to it. 

Question: Do you remember the people who attended that meeting? 

Answer: There were many. However, because of my poor eyesight I could not make out 
who was in attendance, although certainly all the_political_leaders who are known 
for their refusal to support the current reqime Zwere there/. 

Question: Was the invitation public? 

Answer: The invitation was by special card bearing the names of the people invited. 


Question: Who took charge of running the discussion? 


Answer: Probably it was the nationalist fighting man Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman 
of the party. 


Questions Did you talk at this conference, sir? 
Answers Yes. 


Questions Can you ramember the gist of the statement you made? 
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Answer: I+ was talk about general policy, especially regarding Camp David and oppo- 
sition to it. 


Question: In the playback of the tape recording of the statement you made at this 
conference, there is the comment “I am opposed without reservation and will even be 
opposed to those people in the opposition who say that the source of the ailment is 
America or Israel. They are quilty of the most extreme error: the source of the 
ailment is Egypt. It is not an imported ailment but it is an endemic, chronic one 
in this existing regime." 


Answer: Yes, I said that and still stick to it. 
Question: What do you mean by that expression? 


Answer: By that expression I mean that the current reqime does not know where it 
stands on international politics. Instead of facing international colonialism and 
the Zionist onslaught, it has proceeded to fraqment the Arab ranks, to shatter them 
in the worst way and to rush into the embrace of America and Israel without any poli- 
tical consciousness. If it had been fair with itself it would have known that its 
nationalist credentials and reserve of credit lie in the Arab world, not elsewhere. 
However, the current regime has not paid attention to this obvious point of nation- 
alism. Therefore it has inundated us, rulers and ruled, in this policy which 

shifted from East to West without political acumen or wariness about what could take 
Place. 


Thus the nation and the government have become fragmented. It would be best for the 
people in the opposition to draw the government's attention to what it has been re- 
iterating, consciously or not, and therefore my speech was a warning to the people 
in the opposition to correct the course of their policy and to turn to the govern- 
ment in the decisive desire to adhere to the nationalist and patriotic path. 


Juestion: The text of the replay also stated that you mentioned the following: 

"We, people of the opposition, are being intensely Zionized and proof is that Anwar 
al-Sartat is not happy in this country, and the breadth of it, unless he feels that 

he is in a forsaken desert and that it has become devoid of men; unless he feels 
that he is in a jungle whose darkness is missin ys; unless he feels that he is in a 
country where people bow down and submit to him; unless hae feels that he is in safety 
ani! security, as he says. Sut we always and eternally make him feel that we detest 
him, loathe him, seak refuge from him and totally dishonor him." 


Answers It appears that some of these statements are not related to me, if my mem-= 
ory on them does not betray me. Rather, through these statements, I feel that I was 
translating from the public opinion of the nation in Egypt, since the concessions 
that are taking place and are breaking the nation's back and the peace that has been 
made are the grave of all the hopes of Egypt. If the statements refer to anything 
‘hey absolutely stress that everything that has been proposed is to be rejected in 
whole and in part. 


If I personally express the fact that I hate and loathe him, that is my inevitable 
responsibility and I cannot turn away from that, because I feel that the concessions 
that have heen made cannot he corrected, since the country has fallen into the pre- 
dicament that had been set for it decades ago through the Zionist onslaught. If I 
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had said that I loved the president, he would not have believed me and the people 
would not have believed me. In my heart there is no room for a single iota of love 
for him, now that he has considered me, my family, my clan and my country prisoners 
of peace. If his excellency the president had recaptured the past we are proud of, 
he would have preferred to say that I was right in these statements, which in their 
totality do not mean ‘to express what is in my own spirit. 


Question: In the text of the replay it was stated that you mentioned the following: 


"We are in opposition to what took place in Sharm al-Shaykh on Thursday, then, when 
Thursday and Friday ended the Eqyptian leaders meet with the ambassadors, /saying/ 
there would be no war for the Arab nation, and then on Sunday the nuclear reactor 
was hit." After that, you mace a statement to the effect that Beain had made a 
laughingstock of the presirlent at that session. 


Answer: That is certain. The traqady of Sharm al-Shaykh is beyond description. It 
is a complete national catastrophe. I+ has not been known in the history of the 
world's nations that a president would qo to a country occupying part of his own 
heart and his own flesh and blood, occupied by the men of the Israeli occupation, who 
greet him there, with their weapons and their media, and he qors on = he, a symbol 

of the nation - like a captive with his head bowed, not shedding a single tear for 
our plundered land, then stays with Beqin /talking/ over some matter which was not 
made public and known, but was sealed up, then returns in gloomy spirits, his spirit 
crushed, to receive in a few hours the "news" that the Iraqi nuclear reactor has been 
blown up. 


The incident in its totality, if we set it forth as a supposition, is that it is 
certain that any foreiqner, even someone foreign to the Arab nation, if he does not 
have misgivings about the whole situation, will be engulfed in vehement astonishment 
as to how there could be a visit to our occupied territory, then an explosion in 
Iraq a few hours later. Let me remind you that if the idea occurs to you that the 
President knew about the outrage, then I, and all the people, have no further re- 
course hut to say that the incident was expressive of a fatal political blunder. If 
it appeere?t in the playhack that I said that Beqin had made a laugqhinastock of the 
president, IL had axpecte! that I would be praised for having freed the president 
from the former supposition and given him and myself refuge in the latter one. I 
believe that I have thus been careful to keep from directing a charge such as that 
contained in the former supposition aqainst the president. 


Questions In tha text of the playback it is also stated that you requested the Labor 
Party and Mr Mumtaz Nassar to call on the Eqyptian people to buy arms and fight the 
existing renime. 


Answer: This is untrue; that is a lie and a slander. The point is that I called 
on the Eqyptian people to arm themselves not to fight the existing regime but, I 
said, to fight Zionism; my procedure in this was like the appeal directed to the 
masses of the people to volunteer for the Afghan war. If the government and the 
axisting regime call for war with Afghans to defend them and Islam, the Moslem 
Palestinians are 100,900 times more deserving. Fighting the existing reqime does 
not require weapons; I am not appealing for a civil war but for resistance against 
the current regime, which is a regime empty in spirit. This might be of the utmost 
Feasibility if the masses understand to a man where we stand in international poli- 
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tics regarding the struqgle between East and West and the scuttling of the policy 

of nonalignment, a majestic policy whose foundations were set forth and deeply im- 
planted by the 1952 revolution. If the existing regime knew that, it would prefer 
to give free rein to the policy of alliances and the policy of alignment with Ameri- 
can imperialism and handing the nation over to its enemies bit by bit. Enlightening, 
acculturating and qualifying political minds for a great national battle will come 
about not through arms hut through firm belief; that is the only strong hold, not 

one which hastens to divide up the nation east and west, north and south, with what 
are called military facilities. 


I remember that the president used to hold long-standing positions against military 
alliances; what do you suppose has changed the situation? Overthrowing the scales 
and the current reqime does not require weapons, for it is apathetic and delapidated; 
violence is not required to sweep it away, for this regime will sweep itself away by 
itself. A nation which has sired real men and heroes cannot capitulate for once and 
anc for all time, and the fond predictions of people who imagine that the mouth of 
the political and national abyss has opened to swallow up the nationalists have been 
dashed. 


Question: In the text of the playback it is said that you made an appeal in the 
mosques and churches to get rid of the existing reqime. 


Answers Yes, I made the appeal, and that is my uncontestable right. The constitu- 
tion gives me this right and the law gives me this right. The current regime must 
not survive for 1 hour. Everyone is saying that. The professional unions are say= 
ing that. The labor unions are saying that. The intellectuals, people working deep 
underground, people who fill the factories with good works and moral values are all 
fervently praying and have become exhausted with making this demand, but no one lis- 
tens. It is left to the intellectuals to assume the leading role in appealing for 
the change of regime, or else they will lose their prime characteristic, through 
which they must defend their country. The judges, for example, the men of science 
and the people in the universities have the specific mission of saving Egypt from 
what is enveloping it and from the people who are continuously writing a bleak his- 
tory for this generation. When we call for the elimination of this regime, our 
point of reference in doing so lies in the deeply-rooted, firmly-implanted founda- 
tions of the manliness of the people of Egypt. Suffice it for me to refer to the 
Penal Code concerning crimes committed against the country from abroad involving in- 
fringement of the rights of Egypt; on most occasions, that calls for a death sentence 
against the person perpetrating that. 


We are a nation governed by a constitution and by law which offer no way for any 
group to oppress other groups. God forbid that we should seek refuge in a lethal 
silence -- otherwise not a one of us would have the right to continue to live out 
the rest of his life. 


Questions How was your call for the elimination of the existing reqime made? What 
meands did you propose for reaching this qoal? 


Answer: I described its sins. To me, this is enough to eliminate dozens of similar 
regimes, and it is my constitutional right to do so. 


Question: In the text of the replay it says that you demanded that the Israeli 
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embassy be he gesieged and that the Council of Ministers and the People's Assembly 
be brought to trial. 


Answer: That is untrue in whole and in part. I do not make /such/ wretched state- 
ments. 


Question: The following also appeared in the text of the replay: "If you are to 
hear anything new, it is that you will learn of a new industry in this revolution; 
this industry is the industry of death. Love the industry of death, for it will 
impart life to you." What did you mean by these expressions? 


Answer: Probably I made this statement which is part of the great Islamic legacy 
where 'Ali ibn Abu Talib, may God honor him, said “Be anxious for death, for it will 
impart life to you." If I am addressing a patriotic group which wants to liberate 
its territory, save its nation and eliminate fraudulent and deceitful means of por- 
traying the national struggle, then what is the duty that I must sketch out in ad- 
dressing these heroes but to tell them that Egypt life lies in their lives and deep 
in the ground? What is the use in such meetings if people turn away from them in 
violation of their covenant with God to turn their self-sacrifice for Eqypt into a 
real fact, even if the matter leads to their martyrdom, and they by the nature of 

the case martyr themselves to winning back Sharm al-Shaykh, even if the president 
visits it again, visits it with his head high and with the dignity of honor? If 

they martyr themselves on the land of Sinai they will regain Egypt's full sovereignty 
over it on land on sea and in air and eliminate the American military bases and the , 
detachments of the soldiers of various nationalities, the new international occupa- 
tion of our land of Sinai. 


How can a man put up with himself, even for a moment, in expressing himself by ad- 
dressing the masses of the people without reminding them of the outrage we are living 
tnrough and urging them to regain our legitimate rights and reply to the new aoggres- 
sion which is now occurring on the land of Sinai? 


While 1 was addressing patriotic masses, should I have reminded them of the glorious 
feeds of the president alone, so that I could be acceptable to him and his other 
agencies an? so that I coule ensure that certain clever actions by policemen would 
not be inserted in my statements, which were said to have bean recorded and played 
back, and that there is nothing covert in what I say and no attempt or even any 
attempt at an attempt to mantion that we are living under a regime which is getting 
worse dozens times over with each day? 


question: what is your explanation of the text in the playback to the effect that 
you made an appeal for the purchase of arms to fight the existing reqime, besiege 
the Israeli embassy and take the People's Assembly and the ministers to trial? 


Answer: I previously mentioned that the weapons were not to fight the regime; it is 
deteriorating, tottering and collapsing in its own right. 


The arms are for a national struggle and the gathering was a national gathering. 
Would that the president could regain his senses and fight with us against Israeli 
and American colonialism; he would see how we would change our opinion about him, 
if he were to join the national caravan. As for the detective yarn about besieging 
the Israeli embassy and the like, that is the result of lies and falsehoods. Would 
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that I could besiege the Israeli embassy; I would not hesitate to do it. That is a 

perverse, sick statement whose intent is to persuade the president in his ivory tow- 
er that the minister of the interior is defending him. How amazing it is that rats 

are protecting a government in collapse! 


If the minister of the interior wants to test out his lies and slanders, let him 
show us how factional strife could take place right under his eyes. 


Question: The publication of matters involving the violation of social peace and 
national unity has been attributed to you. 


Answer: That is not correct. The charge I have made, and am still constantly and 
eternally insisting on making, is that the current regime is absolutely unfit to 
lead the nation in these historic circumstances. But this opinion is backed by the 
law, the constitution, and national duty, and whoever shirks it is committing a 
crime against his own heart. 


Question: Do you have anything else to say? 


Al 


Answer: No. 
His statements were completed and signed by him. 
[Signed/ 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Shurbaji. 


Names of the lawyers who joined the union head ‘Abdeal-'Aziz al-Shurbaji in attende- 
ing the investigation made on him by the socialist public prosecutor on Monday 24 
August 1981. They are Messrs: 


L. Wuhamma-! Hasan al=-Mahdi. 
?. Ahmad ‘Awdah. 
3. Muhammad Abueal-Facl al-Jizawi. 
4. shawqi Khalid. 
vamih ‘Ashur. 
Anmad ‘Abd-al-Hafiz. 
7. Sayyid Sha'ban. 
8. Muhammad al-Mistakawi. 
9. Fathi al-Jammal. 
IN. Satid Sidhum. 
1. Jamal ‘Abd-eal-Halim. 
12. \iuhammad Fahim Amin. 
i3. futad *td. 
14. Salah ‘Abdealefiajid. 
15. ‘Abdallah al-Sayyid al-Faqr. 
16. Muhammad Rashid al-Nahhal. 
~ Samir al-Nu'mani. 
18. 'Abdeal='Aziz Muhammad. 
19. Dr ‘AbdealeHamid Hashab. 
20. Shams al-Shinnawi. 
21. ‘Atiyah Sulayman. 
2?. Ur Nu'tman Khalil Jum'ah. 
23. ‘Umar Hajjaj. 
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24. Or ‘Abd-ale-Halim Mandur. 
25. Ihsan al-Shafi'i. 
26. Ahmad ‘Awad. 


Note 


Those present with “r 'Abdeal-'Aziz al-Shurbaji defended the invalidity of the recor- 
ding and playback procedures and their illegality in the presentation of evidence 

and argumentation. They demanded that they be removed and that permission be granted 
to present a memorandum on that defense and the issue of the charae. 


Those in attendance with the union chief 'Abdeal-'Aziz al-Shurbaji also defended the 
unconstitutionality of Law 33 for 1978, the unconstitutionality of the Law on the 
Protection of Values from Impropriety and the incompetence of the socialist public 
prosecutor's agency to conduct an investigation on union chief Mr ‘Abdeal-‘Aziz al- 
Shurbaji, regarding the charges directed against him. They demanded that a memo- 
randum be presented stating this defanse and that investigation measures be suspended 
until the court that has jurisdiction over these defenses ruled on the investigation. 


They demanded to read all papers and hear the recordings. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/75 











EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


FIRST EGYPTIAN OFFICE IN ISRAEL--Nefertiti Airlines of Egypt has opened an office 
in Israel, thus becoming the first Egyptian business office in that country. The 
Egyptian airline makes four return flights a week between Cairo and Tel Aviv, us- 
ing Boeing 707s. It shares this route with Israel's airline, El Al. Nefertiti 
was set up after the Camp David agreement for the express purpose of operating 
flights between Israel and Egypt, and to prevent Egypt's national airline, Egypt- 


air, from being subjected to an Arab boycott. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English 
5 Dec 81 p 34] 


cso: 4500/77 
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IRAN 


"FREE VOICE' URGES WORKERS TO STRIKE 
GF290432 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 28 Dec 81 
[Unattributed commentary] 


[Text] Iranian toilers, the time for a general strike that will break the back 

of Khomeyni's usurping regime is at hand. A large number of workers in workshops 
and factories are on strike right now. They are protesting the recent decision by 
the Ministry of Labor ending payment of interest on workers' shares in the factories. 
The government of mullahs, however, having forged a number of petitions allegedly 

by factory workers on support for the unjust and antiworker decision of the govern- 
ment, has threatened that strikers will be controlled by the use of bayonets. 


Minister of Labor and Social Welfare [words indistinct] for closure of many 
factories and workshops. At his latest prewritten press conference, he said that 
all factories which are not making a profit or that do not have products beneficial 
to the aims of the Islamic Republic will be closed. 


Everyone knows that this is only an excuse so that whenever the least protest is 
made by workers in a factory the factory can be closed, citing lack of profit or 
the product's deviation from the Islamic revolution's aims as the excuse and thus 
rendering the strikers jobless. The dangerous and antiworker plot of the govern- 
ment of mullahs being hatched has no parallel in uny country. It threatens the 
existence of the working class and our workers' families. In the meantime all 
workers organizations affiliated with the Tudeh Party--a party which totally 

denies God, the prophet and religion but considers itself a follower of the imam 

of the nation, Ruhollah Khomeyni, the hope of the world' oppressed--has been chosen 
by the leaders of this treacherous Communist Party to play the role of strike- 
breakers and to aid so-called revolutionary organizations and officials of the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs in identifying leaders of the striking ‘orkers. 
Their role is to spy. Khomeyni, who ended his 40 days of mourning today, has given 
the role of the spy inside organizations and offices to the Islamic societies. 

He again is encouraging the faithful members of these societies to be spies. 


Working men and women, if strikes are scattered and minor, the bloodsucking regime 
of mullahs will not hesitate to spill your blood or that of your brothers and sisters. 
They will treat all strikers without compassion. If the strikes are unanimous and 
carried out together, however, and if each workshop or factory worker supports the 
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other strikers, if each miner supports other miners, then the government of mullahs 
will not be able to do a dam thing irrespective of all its threats. It will be 
forced to comply with your legitimate demands. 


Iranian workers, unite. O oppressed toiling classes in Iran, help each other. 
You office workers who have not yet been fired or as the mullahs say been purged, 
support the workers' strikers. It was not the venom from Khomeyni's pen--as they 
said in his presence today--that toppled the shah's regime. It was the general 
strike by the noble Iranian workers which dealt the decisive blow and broke the 
back of the shah's regime. 


The mullahs have usurped your rights and changed the direction of your revolution 
to benefit themselves and the professional mourners and parasitic mullahs. Now 
is the time for decision. Do not be afraid of the unenforceable threats of the 
government. Force Tudeh and Islamic society spies, who are more dangerous than 
the Tudeh spies, out of your ranks. 


Iranian workers, unite and resist the force of the government of mullahs. Hail 
to the working class, the forerunners of nationalist and freedom--seeking struggle. 


Hail to the oppressed toiling children of Iran! May the general strike that is 
being prepared be victorious! 


CSO: 4640/93 
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IRAN 


STRIKE PREPARATIONS SUPPORTED 
GF290404 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to I1an 1500 GMT 28 Dec 81 


[Excerpts] Following the request by the National Resistance Council and other 
organizations and movements opposing Khomeyni's regime concerning expansion of 
workers’ strikes in the country, a spokesman of the Mojahedin-e Khalq organization 
in Paris announced that the groundwork for the strike in (?factories) has been 
completed. 


The Free Voice of Iran correspondent in Tehran reports that the request by 
nationalist freedom-seeking organizations for preparation for a general strike is 
being supported by the majority of workers in the country. They have prepared 
themselves to start a general strike. Absenteeism and slowdowns by workers have 
frightened Khomeyni's regime, and it has begun an all-out effort to try to curb 
the strikes and slowdowns. However, it is said that workers and resistance cells 
in factories will be distributing communiques and night pamphlets to announce the 
day the general strike will begin. Our correspondent adds that following strikes 
and slowdowns in factories the center for coordination of so-called Islamic 
societies in a communique warns workers that if they continue their strikes they 
will bé severely dealt with. According to our reporter, most industrial complexes 
are almost entirely closed. There are only a few factories working under workers' 
management. The mullahs, who are ignorant of industry, created a lot of worries 
among labor by making all the wrong decisions. Disregarding repeated warnings, 
the turbaned managers continue to work. 


CSO: 4640/93 
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IRAN 


BIOGRAPHIES OF MINISTERS PUBLISHED 
Minister of Interior Nuri 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 16 Dec Sl p 2 


[Text] Hojjatoleslam Ali Akbar Nateq Nuri was born in 1943 in Nur, Mazandaran 
Province in the Caspian Sea region, a religious family. His father was one of the 
active Ulema who strived immensely to guiding the people Hojjatoleslam Nateq Nuri 
went to Qom at 15 to study Islamic Sciences. He was a student of such prominent 
Ulema as Ayatollah Montazeri, and Ayatollah Meshkini. He then entered the Divinity 
and Islamic Sciences College and in 1970, graduated in Islamic Philosophy 


He started his political opposition to the despotic regime of the defunct Shah in 
1963 and four years later, was imprisoned with a group of bazaar people in connec- 
tion with the statement of Imam Khomeini, the Leader of the Revolution and Founder 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, on banning transactions with the Zionists-usurping 
Palestine. After being freed from prison, he was once again arrested in 1971 for 
delivering a speech at the Tehran's Ark Mosque and was tortured and later was for- 
bidden to speak in mosques and was deprived of working as an Islamic scholar, on 
the order of the defunct Nasiri, the Head of the SAVAK. 


In 1977, he spoke in one of the mosques of Qom on the occasion of the fortieth day 
of the martyrdom of the Tabriz people by the troops of the defunct Shah. He was 
again arrested for his role in awakening the people about the martyrs in Yazd, 
central Iran. However, on the order of the militant clergy, he went to Lebanon 
and Syria, and after the enactment of his mission, returned to Tehran on time for 
participating in managing demonstrations of Ashura and Tasu'‘a. 


He played an effective role in the committee to welcome Imam Khomeini to Iran and 
took part in the sit-in held at Tehran University along with other Ulema to protest 
Bakhtiar's (the last PM of the shah) closure of the airports. 


In the beginning of the victory of the Islamic Revolution, he played a role in 
safeguarding the Alavi school, where Imam Khomeini was staying. 


Later he was chosen as Imam's representative in Jihad Sazandegi (reconstruction) 
and was elected as a representative to the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis). 
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Tehran 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Minister of Foreign Affairs Velayati 


TEHRAN. Dec 15 (Pars) — 
Dr Ah Akbar Velayati was born 
in 1945 in Tehran. graduated from 
the Medical College of Tehran 
University and * years later 
received his degree of specializa- 
tion in Children’s Medicine 


To complete his education. he 
went to the U S and in 1976 was 
able to receive his Post-Graduate 
Degree in the field of Infectious 
Diseases. While in the US he 
became a member of the Muslim 
Student's Association In addition 
to that. he 1s a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Physi- 
cians Islamic Association and a 
member of the Scientific Commit- 
tee of the College of the Health 
Sciences and has been active in 
establishing relief and treatment 
centers im cooperation with the 
dedicated religious scholars and 
physicians. In the first round of 
elections for the Islamic Consulta- 
tive Assembly he was elected as a 
Deputy from Tehran and became 
a member of the Health and Wel- 
fare Committee of the Majlis 


Dr Ali Akbar Velayati went 
once to Saud: Arabia to perform 
the Hajj rituals and has fs been 
in Greece and Britain. His last np 
abroad was to Cuba to participate 
in the Interparhamentary Union 
Conference recently held in 
Havana. 


He 1s also a member of the 


4600/161 
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Physicians’ Association of the 
Is'tamic Republic P. and has 
written extensively in this field of 
specialization. as ‘Infectious 
Diseases” in two volumes. 
“Antibiotics”. and many articles 
on medicine and on social affairs. 


Before the vi-.ory of the Islamic 
Revolution, he was an Assistant 
Professor and the Educational 
Manager of the College of Health 
Sciences. After the triumph of the 
Islamic Revolution he served as 
the Educational Manager and 
Undersecretary in Treatment 
Affairs of the Ministry of Health 
and Social Welfare. 


He started his politicai activities 
in 1961 and in 1963 and played a 
— role in founding the 
slamic Association of the Medical 
College of Tehran University. 
After joining underground 
Se activities of 
mam Khomeini, he continued his 

litical activities within the 
slamic movement until the vic- 
tory of the Revolution. The 
nominee has stated his under- 
standing of the line of Imam as 
follows: 

“It is the line of true Islam 
which, in my opimor., is the line of 
true Shi'ism and in our time the 
leader of this line is the Imam and 
it 1s binding upon all those who 
are faithful to the [Islamic Revolu- 
tion not to abandon this line’ 











IRAN 


ADVANCES REPORTED IN AGRICULTURE 
Rural Development 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 19 Dec 81 pl 


{Interview with Undersecretary of Planning of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development Dr Abbasali Zali] 


[Excerpts] Tehran, Dec. 15 (Pars)--Over 50 to 60 percent of the working population 
of the country is engaged in various agricultural fields and therefore the govern- 

ment must pay special attention to the masses living in the villages, said Dr. Zali, 
on Sunday. 


Speaking at a press conference, the Undersecretary of Planning of the Agriculture 
and Rural Development Ministry Dr Abbasali Zali, said that the Ministry had sup- 
plied a considerable amount of agricultural facilities for the farmers including 
seeds, chemicals and tractors despite the problems of the post-revolutionary per- 
iod. Also, 9,000 tractors, and 487 combines were put at the disposal of farmers 
during the past eight months, he added. 


Dr. Zali also said that following the Revolution, large loans were omitted from the 
program of the Ministry and over 271 billion rials of smali loans have been given 
to farmexs during the past three years. So far during the current Iranian year, 
(beinning March 21, 1981) the loans granted to farmers amounted to 81 billion rials 
which represented an increase of 27.9 percent over loans granted last year. 


Talking about the activities of the Razi Serum manufacturing institution, Dr. Zali 
said that despite existing problems, the institution produced over one billion 
doses of vaccine which was double last year's production. Referring to irriga- 
tion, he said that Iran had approximately 66 billion cubic meters of water of which 
only 4 percent was being utilized. He stressed that if all the waters of the coun- 
try were utilized agriculturally 3.5 million square meters of land would be added 
to the agricultural lands of the country. 
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Loans to Farmers 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in Fnglish 19 Dec 81 p 4 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN (Pars) — A total sum of 523 muilion rials was 
extended in loans to 2,302 farmers in the Central Province 
during the past month of Aban (Oct. 23-Nov. 22), it was 
— by the Public Relations Office of the Agricultural 

ank. 

The amount of the loans showed a growth of 165 percent as 

compared to the identical period iast year. 

The allocations of the loans were as follows: 

— Rials 221,890 000 for current agricultural expenses. 

— Rials 22,503,000 for irrigation 

— Rials 66,926,000 for hoticulture 

— Rials 169,310,000 for cattle-breeding 

— Rials 16,030,000 for poultry-farming 

— Rials 16,000,000 for the construction and completion of rural 
installations and buildings. 

-~ Rials 11,090,000 for the purchase of agricultural machines, 
the promotion of rural industries and other basic agricultural 
activities. 

Meanwhile, rials 482,088,904 o/ the bank's outstanding loans 
were reyaid in the Centra! Province. 


Big Wheat Harvest 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 19 Dec 81 p 4 


[Text ] 


| 
CSO: 4600/160 


HAMEDAN (Pars) — Since the beginning of the harvest 
season 42,527,935 kilos of standard wheat and over 9 tons of 
other wheat has been purchased from farmers in the western 
township of Hamedan through rural cooperatives, it was 
announced by the Rural Cooperative Organization of the 
province. 

According to the announcement meanwhile, the following 
activities have been carried out by the rural cooperatives of 
Hamedan: 

— Extension of rials 128,532,150 in loans to 2,652 member 
farmers 

— Digging of 10 deep wells, 22 shallow wells and the dredging 
and repair of 73 subterranean canals. 

— Distribution of more than 23,285 tons of fertilizers, 36 tons 
of insecticide, 3,000 tons of wheat seeds and 36 thousand 
tons of disinfectants to farmers 

— The supply of villagers’ general needs such as sugar, rice, 
dates, detergents, soap and vegetable oil with a total value of 
nals 1,588,835,000. 

It should be mentioned that the township of Hamedan has a 
total number of 78 rural cooperatives with 85,891 members and 
317,607,000 rizls have been invested. These rural cooperatives 
cover 652 villeves with their services. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


ORGANIZATION TO AVENGE EXECUTIONS--Following the execution of 22 monarchist 
fighters, the armed, underground, monarchist PARS organization in a communique 
distributed in Tehran has warned the authorities of the mullah's regime that it 
will seek revenge. The PARS organization communique, which was secretly being 
distributed in West Tehran, stressed that the organization's armed fighters will 
be expanding their operations against the mullahs ruling Iran and their allies. 
[Text] [GF271903 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 27 Dec 81] 


ILLEGAL ARRESTS--Illegal arrests are still taking place in Iran despite Khomeyni's 
message. According to the Free Voice of Iran correspondent, 767 persons have been 
arrested in Tehran in the past 10 days. Government shackled newspapers have also 
reported that 172 of the arrested persons have been arrested on charges of opposing 
the regime. Our correspondent in Tehran reports that sporadic clashes have taken 
place in Tehran during the past few days. During the course of these clashes, 
three guards have been killed and a number wounded. According to the same report, 
eight freedom fighters have been killed in the clashes. In its last issue the 
newspaper SOBH-E AZADEGAN reported that Afghan refugees in Iran are carrying out 
activities against the Islamic republic. Since the beginning of the Soviet occupa- 
tion of Afghanistan, more than 1 million Afghans have taken refuge in Iran and are 
living in the country's provinces. SOBH-E AZADEGAN has not elaborated on the 
Afghan refugees’ activities against Khomeyni's regime. [Text] [GF281642 
(Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 28 Dec 81] 


POLITICAL INFIGHTING--The battle to obtain power within Khomeyni's Islamic repub- 
lican regime rages on. Contrary to recent remarks 'Ali Khamene'i made to members 
of the Friday prayer headquarters in Tehran in which he praised Hashemi-Rafsanjani, 
the battle for power between the two men continues to rage. According to an 
article in SOBH-E AZADEGAN, a newspaper connected with Khomeyni's regime, while 
Khomeyni is asking everyone to unite, there are groups that are making daily 
attempts to seize power. It is rumored that Mahdavi-Kani, who is the head of the 
Tehran Combatant Clerical Soctety, is busy acting against Khamene'i and that he 
has repeatedly criticized him in private and has called him a worthless person. 
He has also criticized his actions, which are against Islam. [Text] [GF281851 
(Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 28 Dec 81} 
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BANDAR ENZELI SHIPPING--During the past month of Aban [23 Oct-22 Nov], more than 
146 tons of goods valued at 90,735,000 million rials were exported to various 
other countries. Citing the Public Relations Office of Customs at Bandar Enzeli, 
a PARS correspondent reported that in the said period, a volume of 59,242 tons 

of goods from customs warehouses and yards were shipped out and, at the same time, 
a total of 57,402 tons of goods valued at 2,799,000 rials, belonging to various 
owners, were released after customs formalities. This report indicates that in 
the said period a sum of 365,297,397 rials were collected for clearing customs 
goods. [Text] [Tehran BURS in Persian 30 Nov 81 p 4] 





KILLINGS OF GOVERNMENT FIGURES REPORTED--Tehran, 27 Dec (AFP)--A member of the 
"Crusade for Reconstruction" and a leader of the country's anti-drug organization 
were killed in the Kurdish cities of Mariyan and Crumiyeh in northwest Iran, 
newspaper reports today said. The KEYHAN newspaper blamed "counterrevolutionary 
elements" for the murder of an official of the "Crusade for Reconstruction" on 
Thursday in Mariyan. The following day, Behzad Darbandi of the headquarters for 
the fight against drugs, was killed in Orumiyeh by "hypocrites," the name used for 
members of the outlawed Islamic mojahedin guerrilla group, according to the 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC newspaper. The paper said Mr Darbandi earlier had kiiled a 
leader of the outlawed Iranian Kurdish Democratic Party. [Text] [NC271729 Paris 
AFP in English 1722 GMT 27 Dec 81] 


MAJLIS DEPUTY KILLED--Tehran, 28 Dec (PARS NEWS AGENCY)--Hojjat ol-Eslam Besharat 
was born in Dehaqan, Semirom, in 1947. He completed primary and high school 
studies in his hometown and since he was from a religious family he began to study 
religious sciences in the theological centers of Esfahan, Mashhad and Qom before 
well-known scholars. Before the culmination of the Islamic revolution, he was 
repeatedly arrested and banned from speaking to the public in several towns due 

to exposing speeches against the former regime. After the triumph of the revolution, 
he served as the imam's representative in Gachsaran (90 km southwest of Yasuj, 
capital of Kohkiluyeh Va Boyerahmad Province), imam's representative in the 
reconstruction Jihad, head of the martyrs foundation (a revolutionary institution) 
and head of the Islamic Revolutionary Committee of Semirom. He was also the 
representative of Kohkiluyeh Va Boyerahmad Province in the experts assembly (a 
group elected by the people to draft the constitutional law). [Text] [GF281742 
Tehran PARS in English 1723 GMT 28 Dec 81] 


CSO: 4600/1159 
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IRAQ 


TARIQ ‘AZIZ INTERVIEWED 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French No 925, 13-19 Nov p 8-10 


[Interview with Tariq 'Aziz, member of the Ba'th Party Revolutionary Command and 
Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq, by M.S. Haroun and B. Rouabhia, correspondents for 
REVOLUTION AFRICAINE, in Algiers; date not specified] 


[Text] A delegation of the Iraqi Ba'th Party headed by Mr Tariq ‘Aziz, member of 
the Ba ‘th Party Revolutionary Command and Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq, visited 
Algeria at the invitation of the FLN. While in Algeria, the Iraqui delegation met 
- with Algerian leaders and was received by Mr Chadli Bendjedid, President of the 
Republic and Secretary-General of the Party. 


It also visited the wilayas of Constantine and Annaba, where it became acquainted 
with the achievements of Algeria's development efforts. 


Talks between the Algerian delegation--led by Mr Mohamed-Cherif Messaadia, member 
of the Political Bureau and officer in charge of the standing secretariat of the 
Central Committee of the FLN--and the Iraqui delegation--led by Mr Tariq ‘Aziz, 
member of the Ba'th Party Revolutionary Command and Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq-- 
centered on bilateral, Arab and international issues of interest to both delegations. 


Friendly and brotherly bilateral relations; a common destiny and a common struggle; 
the need to resolve Arab disputes; a long-term strategy for OPEC: these were the 
subjects discussed by Mr Tariq ‘Aziz in an interview granted to REVOLUTION AFRICAINE 
and EL MOUDJAHID (the Party's central journals). 


[Question] Your visit should no doubt be considered in the context of ongoing 
efforts to strengthen relations between our countries and consolidate the brotherly 
ties between our peoples. What future prospects do you foresee for these relations 
and what role will they play in the Arab world's future? 


[Answer] Our visit to Algeria at the invitation of the FLN Party and the Algerian 
Government does in fact belong in the context of the brotherly relations existing 
between the two parties, revolutions and brother countries--Algeria and Iraq. We 
feel a need for closer ties among progressive Arabs and mutual understanding among 
them on bilateral, Arab, and international issues of concern to all of us, and 

for bilateral cooperation. I can say that this visit has been an important step 
toward that goal. Our talks with Algerian leaders have been friendly and cordial, 
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imbued with a sincere wish on the part of all participants jn the talks to 
understand each other's point of view. We have decided to continue these consulta- 
tions at all levels so as to improve communication between our countries about our 
experiences and increase bilateral cooperation. 


Joint action by two leading Arab countries seriously wishing to work together can 
make a big contribution to the strengthening of cooperation among progressive Arabs 
and to the easing of disputes and contradictions in the Arab world. This can be 
seen as a great achievement in itself inasmuch as we are creating a more favorable 
climate and better tools for our common struggle against Zionism, imperialism and 
colonialism, for our common struggle on behalf of the unity and prosperity of the 
Arab Nation. 


[Question] Your visit must have given you a chance to assess Algeria's development 
efforts, in particular the achievements you saw on your trip to the wilayas of 
Constantine and Annaba. Could you give us your impressions and your evaluation of 
these efforts? 


[Answer] My comrades and I had a chance to visit the wilayas of Constantine and 
Annaba. During our stay in these two willayas we visited various industrial, 
agricultural and cultural accomplishments. Naturally such a brief visit is insuffi- 
cient for a comprehensive assessment of your achievements, but they impressed us 
favorably. They have been undertaken on a huge scale, and their complementarity 

and productive capacity are impressive. These are very positive achievements because 
they make it possible to bring our peoples up to the levelof the developed countries. 
We also visited certain cultural accomplishments which impressed us, like the Emir 
Abdelkader Mosque. This mosque is a grandiose monument to our Arab-Islamic heritage. 
And the University of Constantine is evidence of modern grandeur. We hope our 
Algerian brothers will have more such achievements and progress in every domain. 


[Question] There are serious developments in the Arab world. How do you assess the 
present state of the world? 


[Answer] We are convinced that the most serious danger threatening the Arab Nation 

is the continued existence of Zionist aggression and colonialist interference in our 
countries. The great powers are trying to divide the world into spheres of influence. 
The colonialist powers, and in particular the United States, are trying to use 
military means again to dominate other nations, in particular through the installa- 
tion of military bases and the creation of new alliances. This is a threat to the 
independence and free will of the Arab world. 


We believe it is our duty as Arabs to fight to firmly safeguard the existence of 
the Arab world; to combat any attempt to undermine or Arab sovereignty; and to 
counter all the colonialists' threats as energetically as possible. 


Disputes among Arab states are important and undoubtedly weaken the Arab nation. 

But if we can manage--in a rational and conscientious way--to keep foreign influences 
out of these disputes, we could create the conditions and instruments which would 
enable us to resolve these disputes in the common national interest of the Arab 
world. 
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[Question] What results do you expect from the coming summit conference of the 
non-aligned countries next year in Baghdad? 


[Answer] We are making active preparations for the seventh summit conference of 

the non-aligned countries in Baghdad. It is our profound conviction that this 
conference should lay a new foundation for the non-aligned movement. I mean that 
this conference will be an opportunity to sincerely and clearly reaffirm the 
principles of the non-aligned movement: to create more favorable conditions for the 
non-aligned to assert their identity in the world; and to create new, more favorable 
conditions for cooperation among the member states of the non-aligned movement. 


Iraq, as the host country of this seventh summit conference, is making strenuous 
efforts on a huge scale to ensure the success of this conference so that it may 
attain its goals. lUuring our visit to Algiers we discussed these matters with the 
leaders of the FLN. Our views on the matter coincide. 


[Question] There will soon be an Arab summit conference in Morocco. What role do 
you think this conference will play, and how will it approach the many problems 
besetting the Arab world, and in particular the national liberation of Arab countries? 


[Answer] We feel that all official meetings of Arab leaders are positive. It is 
useful to have a permanent structure that allows Arab leaders to meet periodically 

and discuss matters of concern to their countries as well as fundamental problems. 

As militants, not as diplomats, we don't expect much from this meeting. The options 
are very limited right now. The Arab world is beset by a lot of problems, conflicts 
and contradictions for which solutions, or at least draft solutions, will be discussed 
at the summit meeting in an attempt to achieve positive results. 


We must be realistic and think positively so as to achieve all the positive results 
we can in the Arab world. 


[Question] The Baghdad summit categorically rejected all attempts to approach 

the problem of the Middle East on an individual basis. What sort of joint Arab 
endeavor would you contemplate to recover the rights of Arabs who have been deprived 
of them? Can you tell us your impressions of the Fahdibn “Abd al-'Aziz Al Sa'ud plan 
about which there has been so much controversy? 


{Answer] Iraq remains bound by its commitments in the Baghdad resolutions. These 
resolutions express the unanimous feelings of both popular opinion and the authorities 
of the Arab world. They are not just the resolutions of Arab kings and heads of 
States: they would be ineffective if they were. They are also the resolutions of 

the Arab masses who firmly rejected the Camp David agreements and the course of 

action followed by Sadat, both in principle and in detail. 


The Arab masses have rejected both parts of these agreements: the part about relations 
between the Egyptian government and the Zionist entity, and the part about the plot 
to set up an autonomy whose only aim is the liquidation of the Palestinian movement. 


As for the press communique issued in the name of Amir Fahd ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz Al 
Sa'ud, nothing has been officially proposed to the Arab summit, which is to be held 
in a few days. If this plan were submitted to the meeting, the parties concerned, 
or all the participants--including Iraq--would discuss the official wording of this 
plan as presented to the summit. 





For our part we remain committed by the Baghdad resolutions. We are also committed 
to the national Arab course of action, which requires us to mobilize all the means 
at our disposal in the struggle against our common enemy and change the balance of 
power in our favor. Any political or diplomatic initiative--whatever its approach 
and details--would have to meet these conditions to have a decisive impact on the 
international scene. 


[Question] Ever since its conception, OPEC has tried to be an economic force using 
its influence to obtain political decisions favorable to producer countries and to 
the peoples of the Third World in general. Has it achieved its goals? What strategy 
do you think OPEC should fvcllow to serve the legitimate interests of Arabs and the 
Third World? 


[Answer] As you know, Iraq is a founding member of OPEC. We are aware of the fact 
that our wealth was exploited and plundered for a long time by the colonialist powers 
and by international trusts. It is legitimate and natural for us to protect our 
legitimate vital interests. We defend our rights and coordinate our efforts within 
OPEC. Our actions are part of a coherent long-term strategy. 


The colonialist powers have never stopped trying to counter the actions of OPEC 

by all the means at their disposal. They are also trying to deceive international 
public opinion by slurring OPEC. The most serious danger threatening us is their 
attempt to divide OPEC. 


Algeria and Iraq have worked tirelessly to safeguard OPEC's unity on the basis of 
the legitimate interests of producer countries and balanced treatment of consumer 
and producer countries. We are also making strenuous efforts to have prices set 

in conformity with the true value of energy in the modern world and with the inter- 
national situation, which entails permament inflation and a constant rise in prices 
of manufactured goods exported by developed countries. 


The colonialists powers rebel against increases in the prices of petroleum but they 
are silent about the enormous increases in the prices of the manufactured products 
they export to our countries. They think they have the right to sell their products 
at the prices they set, but they deny this right to us and to all the countries which 
are producers of raw materials. 


We must fight this policy of colonialist exploication. We must also counter the 
erroneous policies that certain producer countries, members of OPEC, might adopt. 

It is our duty to consolidate OPEC's unity. If we do this the Arab countries, through 
this struggle, can serve the national causes of the Arabs more effectively. In 

so doing we strengthen the influence of the Arab Nation in the world. This policy 
also enables all the member states of OPEC to serve the interests of the Third World, 
in particular aiding development and progress in the Third World. 


9855 
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CLOSE TRADE TIES FORMED WITH ITALY 


London 8 DAYS in English No 49, 12 Dec 81 pp 36, 37 


{Article by Fulvio Grimaldi] 


{Text ] 


THE SPECIAL relationship Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Hammadi offered Italy during his 
Rome visit in October ts being put into prac- 
tice. Mutual interests got the better of polit- 
ical differences (Iraq strongly objects to 
Premier Spadolini’s attitude on most Mid- 
die East issues) when Italian Foreign Trade 
Minister Capria visited Iraq at the end of 
November. Having become Iraq's fourth 
most important supplier — after Japan, 
West Germany and France — Italy 
exported goods worth around $810m to the 
country in 1980, while the reverse flow 
amounted to $2.45bn, mostly spent on oil 
(of which Iraq was Italy's second supplier 
until the war with Iran). This left an Italian 
balance of trade deficit of $1.64bn,.but this 
year the situation has improved consider- 
ably for Rome, with an &9 per cent increase 
in sales compared with an import growth of 
only 2 per cent. 

Capria’s visit has further improved the 
situation for Italy. Foreign trade ministry 
sources revealed that the official documents 
signed at the end of the third session of the 
joint Tragi-Italian trade and cooperation 
commission are the prelude to deals worth 
between $15-18bn. ‘This visit gave expres- 
sion to the firm intention of our government 
and business worJd to take part in Iraq's 
development plans, in the hght of the cace! 
lent chances for interaction existing bet 
ween the two countries, Capra told 
8 Days. On the political front, the socialist 
minister tried to tone down Spadolini's 
enthusiasm for the Sinai force: ‘The Italian 
commitment was taken within a European 
framework and will be implemented only 
on certain conditions and in close coordina- 
tion with the other partners. What Italy 


43 


does not want at all is to question jts tradi- 
tional policy of understanding the Arab 
reasoning, as recently expressed again by 
parliamentary steps on the Palestinian 
question.’ : 

The joint commission's work, chaired b\ 
Capria and Iraqi Trade Minister Hassan 
Ali, was divided into five subcommittees, 
which identified the following areas of 
mutual interest for the development —* 
commercial relations: plant construction, 
energy, agriculture, irrigation, civil infra- 
Structure and transport. The Italian delega- 
tion was impressed by the small degree to 
which the war.with Iran has so far affected 
Iraq's development plans: one official said 
that the only time tiie reality of war 
impinged on the proceedings was when a 
$5m contract was signed for the supply of 
air alarm systems, 

However, this statement should be taken 
with a pinch of salt, given the growing 
importance to Iraq of Italy's arms industry. 
Agreements were in fact reached, though 
not publicised, on the delivery of arms. 
radar and electronic equipment. The war is 
costing Iraq around $]lbn a month, but its 
currency reserves still amount to some 
$40bn. The delivery of 11 warships, includ- 
ing four ‘Lupo’ class frigates, has been con- 
firmed, and arms companies such as 
Aguste. Selenia, Telettra, Aermacchi, Ital- 
tel and Aeritalia will supply aircraft — 
including the F122 fighter -- combat 


helicopters, telecommunication networks, 


firing systems, light arms and other military 
equipment. By accepting these commit- 
ments Italy appears to have satisfactorily 
resolved its previous position as one of the 
few western arms suppliers to Iran, a posi- 
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tion which caused much resentment in Iraq 
and other Arab countries. 

In return for this military support, the 
Iraqis are preparcd to step up their sharply 
reduced oil supplies to Italy, although 
whether the Italians will wish to take advan- 
tage of this remains to be seen, given the 
prevailing trend towards diversification of 
supplies. 

A major project from which Italy hopes 
to attract a greai deal of business is Iraq's 
planned car, truck and tractor industry. The 
scheme, to be known as ‘Car City’, is plan- 
ned to cost $4bn, will involve the construc- 
tion of at least ten factories near Mosul, and 
is scheduled to produce 125,000 cars, 
25,000 industrial vehicles and 15,000 trac- 
tors a year. Fiat is very much in the running 
for a significant chunk of this business — 
while Japanese competition in the car sector 
will be particularly strong, Fiat has been 
granted ‘favoured status’ for the setting up 
of industrial vehicle and tractor plant. 

Tendering for Car City will be held in 
March; the word from Iraq is that the out- 
come will be announced in May and con- 
struction work will then start almost 
immediately. 

In the plant and transport sectors, Italy's 
GIE is already building a power plant at Al 
Mudain, is scheduled to construct another 
one at Mosul and has a good chance to wina 
third contract. Italstrade, Conaco and 
Breda have been commissioned to build 
several sections of Iraq's new 1,200km 
north-south railway, while Snamprogetti is 
well in the running to construct a new gas 
pipeline and work on doubling the capacity 
of the Iraq-Meditteranean oi! pipeline. 

Furthermore, ENI, Italy's state oil organ- 
isation, has agreed to provide Iraq with a 
retail petrol sale network, and Fiat has 
gained a $70m contract for the supply of 
300,000 tractors. Altogether, 200 Italian 
firms are at present involved in some 80 
Iraqi enterprises worth $18-20bn. 


CSO: 4400/96 
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BRIEFS 


ITALIAN ELECTRICITY CONTRACT=--The third phase of construction on a high tension 
electricity network in Iraq will be developed by an Italian company under a $65m 


A Swiss company has been awarded a $74m contract to build 11 electricity 


contract. 
[Text] [Lon- 


transformer stations, which form part of a $130m electricity project. 
don 8 DAYS in English No 49, 12 Dec 81 p 57] 


CSO: 4400/96 
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ISRAEL 


BEGIN WRITES ABOUT LATEST ACCIDENT 
TAO40823 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 4 Dec 81 pp 13, 20 


[Letter by Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin to commentator Yo'el Marcus; 
dated | December: "My Policy Regarding My Illnesses" ] 


[Text] Dear Mr Marcus, 


As J] read your articles, in which I found much black humor and sarcasm about various 
people--myself included--you will have to admit that I have never written back to 
you, | have never reacted to your remarks. This morning I read your article and 
discovered a sense of scorn toward the ailing--whether dead or alive. 


Without much ado, let me recount what has befallen me: 


ft was sometime between 1900 and 2000 on Thursday, 26 November. I had finished 
ling latest diplomatic document and was getting ready for supper with my 
e and our daughter, Le'a. I went to the bathroom to wash my hands and, after 
: »k some steps back, reaching for the towel. Suddenly something went 
amiss with my feet: One of my slippers came off and I felt that I was falling, 
and while instinctively trying not to fall, I could not help myself. I landed 
yn my right side on the edge of the bath. Intuitively I raised my head. I remained 
on the floor, trying to rise, but could not. I groaned with pain and shouted to 
my wife for help, but she did not hear me because the radio I had with me was on 
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She, too, happened to go wash her hands in the bathroom where, upon opening the 

»ther door, she found me on the floor. She asked: What happened? I replied: 

I fell. She said: So get up. I answered: I cannot. She said: Wait, let 

me call Le'a (our daughter). Le'a came and asked: Daddy, what happened to you? 

| answered: 1 tell and cannot get up. Let me stay here for a while and then I 

will try co rise. My wife and daughter consulted each other and agreed to lift me 

and place me on the nearest bed. I overheard them and told them: No, do not do 

it; you are not strong enough. You will have to move me, and this causes enormous 
iin. 1 think I broke something. Why don't you call the security men and I will 

tell them what to do with me? 

After a while two of our wonderful boys arrived. I asked them to place their 


hands under me, without moving me, to lift me and put me on my bed in that same 
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position. I asked them: Just please do not move me, because every time you move 
me, I experience great pain. They approached me and did exactly as I had asked. 
Thanks to them I was found in my bed, lying on my right side. The pain was 
great, but bearable. 


My family members began calling th~ doctors, but not all of them were home. The 
first to arrive was Dr (Progrund), who has recently treated my aching knee (that 
pain was nearly gone, but this is the same leg I broke). He asked me what happened 
and I told him that I fell on the tiles in the bathroom and I think I broke some- 
thing. Dr (Progrund) began examining me, saying nothing. Meanwhile, my regular 
physician, Professor Gottesman, arrived. I gave the same replies I had given before 
to the questions he then asked me. Finally another personal physician of mine, 

Dr (Louis), arrived. He, too, asked questions and I answered them. 


The doctors then left the room for consultations, but all three returned shortly 
and Professor Gottesman said: Mr Begin, we have no choice but to transfer you to 
the hospital, first of all to be X-rayed. I agreed. The doctors told the security 
personnel to call an ambulance. An ambulance arrived shortly and its staff, 
together with the security men, came to my room. The doctors watched from the 
adjoining room and repeated: Be careful. I asked that I not be moved when placed 
on the stretcher, and this is how they transferred me--with great care--to the 
Stretcher. They lifted me and began heading for the staircase. 


I was brought downstairs, and all that time I was strapped to the stretcher, never 
altering my original position, as I had landed in the bathroom. Then I was put 

in the ambulance. My daughter, Le'a, went with me and my wife drove in our civilian 
car, as did the physicians. I was brought to the Hadassah Hospital at ‘En Kerem. 
The stretcher was taken from the ambulance, placed on a trolley and wheeled into 
the elevator. I was taken to the intensive care unit, Professor Gottesman's ward, 
and on the way I saw Professor Makin, the orthopedic surgeon, who had also treated 
my sore knee. I was brought into the X-ray room and asked to lie on my back. 

I could not do it myself, as the pain was awful; I cried from pain. I was placed 
on my back and the X-ray session began. Some X-rays were taken, and I again had 
to be placed on my side for more. This maneuver also entailed nearly unbearable 
suffering. 


A short while later Professor Gottesman entered with the X-rays, and told me: 

Mr Begin, you broke your leg. I replied: That is okay, I thought so all along; 

if an operation is necessary, I suggest it be done at once. Professor Gottesman 
left for consultations. Professor Makin arrived. In my presence he glanced at the 
X-rays and put them down. The doctors held a consultation. Professor Gottesman 
and Professor Makin approached the X-ray table I was on and told me, more or less, 
the following: It is a good fracture, with no complications. An operation is 
necessary, but everything will be fine. However, it cannot be put off until 
tomorrow because you will have great pain tonight, so we have decided to operate 
tonight. 


I asked to be trarsferred to a bed because the X-ray table was very hard and they 
did so. The anesthesiologist, Prof Florella Magora, tried to put my mind at ease 
and told me everything will be fine. The operation is a routine matter and was 
performed by Professors Makin and (Progrund). After some time I was again put 
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on a stretcher on wheels. Naturally I was hooked to an intravenous sack, and that 
was how I was wheeled to the operating room. I was placed on the operating table 
and was told I would be given local--not complete--anesthesia. 


The pain was great, but did not intensify. I saw the surgeon preparing for the 
operation: How they put on robe upon robe, how they were helped tie the knots and 
the like. They all had masks on. Among those present were Professor Gottesman 
and a security agent. Anesthetics were administered. Prof Florella Magora gave 
me repeated injections near the spinal cord and they began examining the results 
of the shots. My left side began to freeze, and then it was finally completely 
frozen and felt like a block of ice. I could not feel anything there. That was 
the moment the pain completely disappeared and my mood became much better. 
Professor Makin asked that a curtain be drawn over the middle of my body, separating 
the top part from the bottom half, where the operation was about to be carried 
out. Iwas told that this is necessary so that the germs exhaled when I breathed 
should not reach the open wound. I accepted this expalnation, but I also thought 
that they did not want me to see what was being done. 


I really did not see a thing. The operation began--I could not tell exactly when 
it began--and I sensed nothing. I talked to Professor Gottesman at my bedside, and 
he responded. Nothing hurt, but suddenly I could hear hammers banging. They 

hit the nail--so I was told by the physicians that same evening; and this is 
something I had heard before. The nail was being hit more often, but still I could 
feel nothing. I did not count, but I seem to recall 9 or 10 such poundings at 
short intervals. After some time I was told that the operation was nearly over 

and that everything had gone smoothly. Eventually they told me that it was indeed 
over. 


The curtain separating between the two parts of my body was removed and I saw 
Professor Makin's gloves, stained with blood. He removed them, approached me and 
told me: Everything is fine. I was placed on the stretcher and brought back to 
the intensive cardiac care unit, that of Professor Gottesman. 


I did not experience any heart pains, either in the bathroom, or in the operating 
room or in the intensive care unit. Professor Gottesman has been telling me that 
my heart is in excellent condition. The time was sometime between midnight and 
0100. During a welcome moment of no pain I managed to say some bland, simple words 
of humor, such as: IT will probably have to resign from the cabinet, or else people 
would say that the government was limping (meanwhile all the professors--and 
particularly the specialist, Professor Makin--said that if there are no complica- 
tions at all, after a rather large number of months I will not limp at all, even 
though for a long period I will have to use crutches). 


That night the pain never returned. However, on Friday, apparently as the effect 
of the local anesthesia began disappearing, the pains returned. It was very 
zreat, but for 2 days I was allowed to lie without being moved, and that is why 
‘he pain was bearable. After 2 days the doctors feared that I would get bedsores, 
na in order to prevent this--they told me--you must turn from side to side. I 
as unable to do so, so the nurses, orderlies, the doctors and even the professors 
assisted me. When that was done the pain was unbearable. I groaned heavily. 
[ imagine I must have cried out, too. When I rested in the optimal way, the pain 
subsided and became normal, that is bearable. 
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Now my condition is improving daily. For 3 days I could not take in any food, and 
drinking was difficult. The doctors were concerned that I might become dehydrated. 
I tried to take in liquids, but not at a sufficient quantity. I was again put on 
intravenous. I was also given blood units. In the last 2 days I began to eat 
something and drank aplenty. The quantity of fluids in my body is presently normal 
and I was unhooked from all intravenous infusions. They began lowering me onto a 
wheelchair. 


That was a complicated project. I resorted to help from the nurses, orderlies and 
doctors, and [I cooperated increasingly. There is pain, but it is bearable, 
especially since I am occasionally given a painkiller. Professor Makin told me 
that the 3d day after the operation is the most difficult. He was right. But that 
day is also now behind me, thank heavens. Upon writing, or rather dictating this 
letter to Yehi'el [Qadishay, the prime minister's personal aide]--the date being 
'uesday, 1 December 1981 at 1800--I am in bed, in Professor Gottesman's department 
and my general feeling is not bad. Today I sat in the wheelchair for 3 hours, 

had some Lunch and will probably order something for supper, in 1 or 2 hours. 


Professor Makin says the situation is getting better every day, and Professor 
Gottesman shares his opinion. All the doctors, nurses and orderlies, who devotedly 
tend to me, concur. So far I can only corroborate this. 


As for work matters: Having obtained the doctors’ agreement, I participated in 
the cabinet session on Sunday, but they limited my participation in advance to a 
maximum of 90 minutes. The previous night had been very difficult. The turning, 
or being turned over, was very rough, and I had hardly slept. At 0800, at my 
behest, Acting Prime Minister Simha Ehrlich, Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir and 
Defense Minister Ari'el Sharon came to see me. 


The four of us sat in the room, to which I was transferred in my own bed, where 

the cabinet session was to take place. Arik and Yitzhaq gave reports. We held 
consultations and reached joint conclusions that we would later bring to the 
cabinet for debate and decision. Slowly the cabinet members and the aides that 
frequently sit in on the session began arriving. I did not feel well, and I asked 
Mr Ehrlich to conduct the session. We unanimously decided that we would first hear 
Arik, then hold a debate and decide whether or not he should depart for the United 
States. Only if he left at 1100 would he manage to make a connecting flight in 
furope in order to be in time for the meeting with Secretary of Defense Weinberger 
in Washington. 


My colleagues expressed their opinions. Arik gave a detailed report on the content 
of the memorandum of understanding as well, including a detail that I am at present 
not at liberty to disclose, and also read out some of its articles. The remarks 
made by the cabinet members were important. I, too, proposed various draft amend- 
ments, all of which--as was the decision--the defense minister took with im for 
consultation with Mr Weinberger. Most of them were accepted, some of them were 
not. 


[ fell asleep for a few minutes during the session. I could not help it. Except 
for this, I heard the entire proceedings and interceded three times to make substan- 
tive remarks and also to assess the entire situation. Everyone agreed that Arik 
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could depart for the United States to wind up the negotiations with Mr Weinberger. 
And if he reached the conclusion that the negotiations were complete, he would be 
authorized to sign the memorandum of understanding on behalf of the government. 


At 1100 Mr Ehrlich gave the floor to Foreign Minister Shamir to give his report. 

I asked to be excused and said I was unable to continue attending. Throughout the 
session I felt very nauseous, which I had only overcome with a great effort. 

Toward the end of the meeting the cabinet members could see that I was feeling 
rather poorly. Thus, even before the meeting was officially adjourned, people began 
to rise and leave. I found it difficult even to respond to them or put ona 

smile, as is my wont. 


The rest of that day, Sunday, was very difficult. The next day I was given a very 
important piece of information which I needed to discuss with the chief of staff. 
It was very hard for me and a few hours hence I called Acting Prime Minister 
Ehrlich and entrusted him with all my authority. In the next few days he will 

not be obliged to approach me on any matter, unless he wishes. Mr Ehrlich is the 
acting prime minister for all intents and purposes. When the time comes, I will 
announce that [ am ready to resume my duties--in part or in full--and, again, this 
will be made public. 


Now let me explain what my policy regarding my illnesses is. I have never concealed 
them, not even one of them, and I demand that my physicians tell the public the 
whole truth about them. Thus, for example, I ordered them to tell the whole truth 
about the congestion of a small artery in my brain, the one regulating my right eye 
vision. Professor Gottesman asked the neurology expert, Professor Lavi--a great 
doctor who has, to our regret, since passed away, may he be granted a long life-- 

to treat the illness. This happened a few years back. Professor Lavi, too, 
explained to the press--at my behest--the nature of my ailment. I was exceptionally 
fortunate. The clogged artery was very tiny. Had it been but a tiny fraction 
larger, I could have been paralyzed over much of my body. The impaired vision in 

my right eye took several months to heal following my discharge from the hospital. 
The late Professor Lavi told me at the time that it could take very long, but it 
went away a few months ago, it completely disappeared. Today, like every other 
person, I see with both eyes, even diagonally. I had, as is well known, experienced 
two coronaries, from which I have recovered. The doctors say my recovery is total. 
Now came the fractured leg, and I asked the doctors to inform the public on the 
illness without concealing anything of substance. 


But, my dear Mr Marcus, will you kindly ask yourself if there is really room to 
eondemn public figures who revrain from publicizing their illnesses? After some 
time, admittediy, they feel they can continue to function--and their doctors give 
their blessing to this--but they have rivals in many places, including in the 
press; they fear the reaction of adversaries that seem to them completely unjusti- 
fied. Let me give you an example. I heard about Ms Golda Me'ir's illness about 
20 years belore she died. Those who told me about this demanded that I, as head 
ot tle opposition, demand that she resign because in her condition she was incapable 
ol making the right decisions. I refused. Today it is clear to me that among 
cuose who had raised this demand were various adversaries of hers. She continued 
to carry out her duties and became prime minister after the death of the late 

levi Eshkol. I watched her on the job from a very close distance. She was 
excellent, even though our views were not always harmonious. 





I repeat: I was told about her cancer between 15 and 20 years ago. Would I have 
been doing a good deed had I given publicity to it? [ still think, to this very 
day, that I would have committed a misdeed, and thank God I did not do it. There- 
fore, I do not believe there is any room here for talk about "misleading the 
public.'"' In simple words, everyone acts according to what he is accustomed to and 


according to his belief. 


However, I fear something else: I have a very limited number of relatives in the 
country. The reason for this is well known. Ever since I first contracted my 
disease, I have made certain that my only sister and my children (if there is no 
one else at home) will hear on the telephone about my illness from one of my family 
members. Let none of my beloved hear about this for the first time from the radio 
or the television. After my relatives have been informed, I have asked that the 
media immediately report on it, saying I had been taken ill, and request my 
physicians to explain the nature of my illness. In the last case, fur instance, 
Professor Gottesman suggested that we issue the announcement after the X-rays were 
made (they made the diagnosis possible) and then asked for yet another deferral 
until after the operation was through. This seemed sensible to me, insofar as the 
public was concerned, too. The time difference amounted to only a few hours. As 
you can see, I erred not in abiding by the famous principle that the public has a 
right to know. 


I read the above to myfriend, Yehi'el, in the hospital at my bedside. I asked him 
not to type it, but to send this to you straight, as it is. I am well aware of the 
fact that his handwriting is not the best or the most legible. At this moment, 

only the two of us--Yehi'el and myself--know about the content of this letter. 

In some time you will be the third to know about it. I leave it up to you to decide 
whether you want to give it publicity. I must note tiat I have no cbjection to 

your conceivably deciding to publish it, faithful to the original, even if it is 
long. 


Sincerely, M. Begin. 


CSO: 4423/59 
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NEW FRENCH TRADE PUSH IN JORDAN REPORTED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 49, 12 Dec 81 pp 36-37 


[Text ] 


2) 


i€9) 


O 


FRENCH BUSINESS circles have finally 
realised the potential of the small. but grow- 
ing, Jordanian market and are now making 
a concerted effort to win some of major 
infrastructure project contracts. 

French efforts over the last decade to 
build up its interests in the Arab world east 
of Suez have so far met with little success in 
Jordan, which ranks twelfth on the list of 
France's Arab clients. However, French 
sales to Jordan have started to pick-up. 
From French francs 407: ($72m) in 1979, 
they reached Ffr831m ($i+o..., iast year. a 
jump of 104 per cent. This trend continued 


during the first half of this year, with Jorda- 
nian imports of French products rising by 
another 27 per cent. French officials in Paris 
told & Days that they expect sales to Jordan 
to surpass Ffrlbn ($178m) for the first time. 
in 1981]. 

France is Jordan's fifth largest supplier, 
behind Saudi Arabia, West Germany, the 
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US and Britain. But Paris will have to fight 
hard to retain this position as competition 
from both Italy and Japan is intense. Paris 
has the advantage in bilateral trade as Jor- 
danian exports to France are mainly limited 
to fruits and vegetables. In fact, Jordan's 
exports to France fell from Ffr2.6m 
($460,000) in 1979 to Ffrl.6m ($285,000) 
last year. 

Although relative latecomers to Jordan, 
French firms have managed to win two large 
contracts in the past few years. Spic- 
Batignolles has secured a Ffr700m ($1 25m) 
contract to construct a phosphate treatment 
plant in the port of Aqaba and Cit-Alcatel 
won a Ffr600m ($107m) contract for the 
supply and installation of 90.000 telephone 
lines. 

But French companies still face serious 
obstacies in the Jordanian market. The 
greatest problem is the fact that the vast 
majority of French corporations lack a 
permanent representative in Amman. 


JORDAN 





KUWAIT 


UNITED BANK OF KUWAIT INITIATES EXPANSION PROGRAM 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English No 645, 5 Dec 81 pp 14, 15 


[Text] The United Bank of Kuwait, the London based consortium of nine Kuwaiti 
banks and financial institutions, is embarking on a major expansion programme. 


The expansion is regarded as part of an overall policy for aggressively promot- 
ing Kuwaiti banking in world markets. 


UBK plans call for an increase in its capital, the opening of new branches in 
London and the parti:  ipation in London's new financial futures market. UBK's 
chairman, Salah Fahad Al Marzouk, told KUNA in London that the bank was plan- 
ning to expand in a number of areas of banking and financial services. 


Mr Marzoul who is also deputy chairman of Kuwait International Investment Com- 
pany a UBK shareholder, said the United Bank will take a seat on the London 
international futures exchange--the first Middle East Bank to do so. 


Mr Marzo: was speaking in London after a board meeting of UBK. The futures ex- 
change will introduce US-style forward trading in leading worid currencies and 
British government gilt-edged bonds. UBK has a large foreign exchange trading 
operation in London. 


UBK will also concentrate on some of its traditional activities in Britain, in- 
cluding servicing the banking needs of Arab visitors to London. Its plans call 
for opening of a branch in the Knightsbridge area of London's West end. 


As the number of Middle East visitors of Britain builds up, UBK is broadening the 
range of its services to them, the bank says. UBK is offering investment serv- 
ices to guide Arab investors in Western stock, financial and money markets, and 
related areas of investment. In another area, the bank can handle outgoing 
payments on accommodation for the visitor with a London house or apartment. 


CSO: 4400/86 


53 








KUWAIT 


IMPORTANCE OF LATEST GOVERNMENT BUDGET ASSESSED 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in EnglishNo 645, 5 Dec 81 pp 11-13 


[Text] "Analysts of the economy of Kuwait have traditionally given the govern- 
ment budget a leading importance in terms of its impact on the level of income, 
liquidity of the financial system, prices, and the balance of payments," a lead- 
ing Kuwaiti banker said. 


"Although the impact of the new 1981/82 budget will not be substantially differ- 
ent, recent financial developments indicate that additional tools, mainly mone- 
tary in nature, are being utilized, thus reducing the reliance on the budget for 
stabilization purposes," Dr Zaid Taky a senior member of the National Bank of 
Kuwait added in a contribution to the monthly magazine of the Union of Arab Banks 
ALMASAREF AL ARABIYA. 


On June 30, 1981, the Kuwait National Assembly has approved a KD 5,279 million 
budget for the government fiscal year 1981/82 (which extends from July 1 till 
June 30th). 


With projected expenditure of KD 3,007 million, the surplus for this fiscal year 
is estimated at KD 2,272 million about 82 percent higher than that projected for 
the previous year. The surplus is usually allocated to the country's reserves, 
with KD 1,500 million set aside to the reserves for the future generations and 
KD 696 million to the general reserve fund. 


Non-oil revenues are usually very small and this year constitute about KD 182 
million in the form of taxes, custom duties and revenues from services. 


Total planned expenditures for 1981-82 are estimated at KD 3,008 million, an 
increase of 2.8 percent over the previous year. 


The largest item is KD 1,279 million earmarked for unclassified and transfer 
payments for Kuwait's defence and international financial commitment, including 
payments to other Arab states. Expenditure on wages and salaries is expected to 
reach KD 591 million, compared to KD 499 million last year. 


Other running expenditure is expected to reach KD 268 million, with about 45 
percent increase over the previous year's level, with a large part going to 
education and health expenditures. 








Total revenues are expected to reach KD 5,279 million, an increase of 13.8 
percent over the last year's figure, with oil accounting for 96.5 percent. 
Oil and gas revenues are expected to be 13.4 percent higher than last year's 
estimate and based on daily production of about 1.25 million BPD and an 
average price of dollar 32 per barrel, Dr Taky said. 


An important part of the budget is development expenditure, expected to ‘each 
KD 470 million, an increase of KD 126 million over the previous year. The 
largest share goes to electricity and water projects, with KD342 million 
earmarked for such projects, mainly in the form of capital expenditures for 
new power stations and desalination plans. 


Other development areas include completion of road networks, expansion and 
modernisation of oil sector, with exploration programs started for gas gather- 
ing schemes and with two refineries expected to be modernized. 


Another area of expansion is on land expropriations, estimated at KD 300 mil- 
lion compared to KD 200 million last year. An important factor in this year's 
budget is that it is the first to be submitted for parliamentary approval since 
the national assembly was suspended in 1977. 


Although budgeted estimates for revenues and expenditures tend to be different 
from the actual ones, the deviations this year might be much larger than ex- 
pected with wider implications on the economic and financial developments in the 
country. 


On the revenue side oil income may not reach the anticipated level because pro- 
duction will be substantially below the 1.25 million barrel per day (BPD) level 
targetted early in the year, and could average around 800,000 BPD level. 


Moreover the decline in oil production will not be offset by price increases, 
as was the case in previous years, because the oil glut situation in the inter- 
national oil market is stabilising prices at 32 dollars per barrel, and perhaps 
at lower level if the glut situation continues, Taky added. 


On the expenditure side, the actual figures have always deviated from the bud- 
geted ones because of costs overturns and sometimes because of government inter- 
ference to adjust the level of liquidity in the final system. 


The pattern of expenditure is gradually changing along two main lines: first 
the call by the monetary authorities to rationalise expenditure for development 
projects. 


Second the need to use government expenditure in the form of land expropriations 
and salary bonuses to control the level of liquidity is being gradually reduced 
as the monetary authorities are developing more effective, but less inflation- 
ary monetary control tocls. 


Recent developments in the financial system, including the reopening of the 
Kuwaiti dinar primary bond market, the stabilisation cf domestic interest rates 
at a time when Eurorates were escalating rapidly, and the development and altera- 
tion of traditional monetary control instruments to fit the needs of Kuwait, all 
those factors indicate that the balance between the use of monetary and fiscal 
instruments is gradually emerging. 
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This phenomena is expected to continue in the near future as the various instru- 
ments of monetary control such as the change in liquidity requirements and the 
use of central bank bills in the open market, are better developed. 


The fiscal system in Kuwait is passing through a transitional stage. On one 
hand the various components of budget and the use of the revenues and expendi- 
tures is being closely scrutinised to determine its implication of the overall 
economic and social development of the country. 


On the other hand, the use of the budget as a fiscal tool to determine the 
level of liquidity in the financial system is being carefully weighted by the 
monetary authorities by developing alternative tools that lend to be more 
direct but less inflationary. 


Financial analysts will be watching such developments more closely with the 
expectations of more new things to come, in the near future as the monetary 


autiorities complete their evaluations of the above developments, Dr Taky con- 
cluded. 


CSO: 4400/86 
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KUWAIT 


OIL MINISTER CITES REFINERY EXPANSION, CIL RESERVES 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English No 647, 19 Dec 81 p 13 


{(Text] Kuwait Expands and Modernises Refineries: Kuwait Oil Minister Ali Al 
Khalifa al Sabbah said last week that Kuwait is currently expanding and modernising 
its oil refineries, the production of which is expected to reach 750,000 barrels 
per day at the end of 1984. 





In a television interview broadcast in Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Khalifa pointed out that 
this production level is the highest among the OPEC member-states. Elsewhere, he 
pointed out that Kuwait is at presentt utilising 92 per cent of the affiliate gas 
to which attention has been given since the last part of the sixties. 


The Kuwaiti Oil Minister maintained that his country was among the pioneers in the 
field of chemical fertilisers, noting that there are four ammonia and urea produc- 
tion units in Kuwait in addition to foreign investment pertaining to the production 
of phosphate fertiliser in Tunisia and nitrogen in Turkey. Sheikh Khalifa said 
that Kuwait wax Fortunate to have begun practising in the fiel d of petrochemical 
industries for a long time. He pointed out that all the administrative and tech- 
nical ports in the Kuwaiti oil sector are occupied by Kuwaiti nationals. 


Elsewhere, he underlined that oil has been discovered in large quantities during 
the past three years, and predicted that it will last for another 250 years. The 


oil ministers also pointed out that his country works continuously on the develop- 
ment of it s oil fields. 


CSO: 4400/96 
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PHALANGE PARTY'S RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL, 


LEBANON 


INTERNAL RIVALRIES EXAMINED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST MAGAZINE in English 4 Dec 81 pp 8-9 


[Article by Robert Friedman] 


[Text] 





PIERRE JEMAYEL’S experiences 
in pre-war Germany and Italy 
heavily influenced the shape of the 
Phalange, a dominant force in 
Lebanese Christian politics for 
almost half a century. The 82-year- 
old Maronite leader openly admits 
to being “immensely impressed” by 
his contacts with the burgeosing 
Fascist movement — an admission 
which may seem paradoxical com- 
ing from someone who until recent- 
ly was closely allied with, and very 
dependent on, the Jewish State. 
Describing his visits to the Fascist 
States in the mid-1930s, Jemayel 
said that he saw “a well-organized, 
hard-working, disciplined youth 
toiling to build a dynamic, well- 
ordered society. | wanted to create 
an organization in Lebanon that 
could instill the same kind of civic 
and moral courage I saw the Italians 
and Germans developing in their 
youngsters.”’ This served, he says, as 
his model when he created the 
paramilitary Phalange in 1936. 
Jemayel's Phalangists were allied, 
de facto, with Israel until last July, 
when relations were severed under 


intense pressure from the Syrians. 
According to sources close to him, 
Jemayel opposes renewing these 


relations, not only because of the 
bacist associitions in his past, but 
beeause of his Catholic 
background and his financiat in- 
terests in the Arab world. 


also 


THESE ATTITUDES, shared by 
most of the older generation ot 


Phalangist leaders, place Jemayel in 
conflict with many of the younger 
generation of Christians, who view 
Israel as a friend and protector. 

The two generations are not only 
sharply split over whether to revive 
the Israeli connection, but also over 
the future shape of their ‘‘state.” 
But so far, the older generation, 
which controls the purse strings, 
still holds tightly onto the reins of 
power in the small Maronite 
enclave, representing about 20 per 
cent of the Lebanese countryside, 
which they call Free Lebanon. 

The ruling Christian upper class 
has been, almost without exception, 
educated at East Beirut’s Jesuit 
Catholic University. Its rector, John 
Ducrié, has left his imprint on three 
generations of Christian leaders. 
This Maronite Svengali, as he is 
sometimes called, is violently anti- 
Semitic and anti-Israel, and sup- 
ports a military-technocratic state 
which has good relations with the 
Arab world. 

“Ducrié is the most important 
man in Jemayel's life," said a 
Phalargist who knows them both. 
“He controls Pierre like a puppet.” 

A ranking Phalangist party 
member says that Jemayel buckled 
under the more immediate pressure 
of a Saudi threat to liquidate exten- 
sive Lebanese Christian business in- 
terests in the Gulf if the Phalangists 
didn't renounce their ties with Israel 
and express solidarity with the Arab 
world. | 

“When faced with an economic 
loss of this magnitude, the tiny, cor- 
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rupt class that controls the party 
didn’t have to think twice about 
what to do,” said a young East 
Beirut lawyer. 


THE CHRISTIAN masses, 
however, are demonstratively pro- 
Israel. The walis of East Beirut are 
covered with pro-Israeli slogans in 
French and Arabic. So are the 
militia barracks. “We prayed for the 
Israelis to save us during the shell- 
ing last spring,” said an attractive 
East Beirut student. “All of the 
Christians were waiting for Begin to 
deliver us. Only the Jews stand 
between us and the Moslems.” 

But Israel’s inability — or unwil- 
lingness — to effect such a 
deliverance has somewhat soured 
public opinion here. 

“I’m disenchanted with Israel,” 
said Georges, a Phalangist officer. 
“Begin announced so many times 
that he wouldn't let the Christians 
be destroyed. But when we were be- 
ing cut to pieces by Syrian shells, 
Begin just wept a little on the radio! 

‘‘Two or three 'sraeli planes 
would have silenced the Syrians,” 
he said contemptuously. 


ON THE OTHER hand, an East 
Beirut attorney who works for the 
Phalangist’s political bureau. said 
he understands Israel's reluctance 
to get too closely involved in Chris- 
tian affairs. 

‘“Why should Israel send Jewish 
boys to die in Lebanon, unless the 
Christians are willing to pay the 
price — establishing a Christian 


state allied with Israel?” he asked. 

In fact, according to well-placed 
sources here, the Israeli govern- 
ment proposed just that, following 
the Christian victory over the 
Palestinians at Tel Za’atar in 1976. 
The suggestion was rejected by 
Christian politicians because the 
economic and political conse- 
quences of being under Israeli 
tutelage in a hostile Arab world 
were felt to be too high a price. 

The former commander of the 
128-man Ashrafieh garrison, which 
stopped three regiments of Syria's 
élite special forces for 100 days in 
1978, says that “Israel wants to keep 
the Christians weak and under con- 
trol because they fear the 
emergence of a Christian economic 
superpower. 

“When we rejected the Israeli 
formula following Tel Zata‘ar, the 
Israelis partially lifted their sea 
blockade of PLO ports so that the 
warring factions could continue to 
destroy each other.” (A_ similar 
statement was made last year by 
Walid Khalidy, a Palestinian profes- 
sor of history at Harvard.) 

‘We have been in desperate need 
of equipment since we signed the 
non-collaborative document with 
Syria concerning Israel last spring,” 
said Charles Ghostine, the deputy 
commander of the Phalangist 
forces 

Ghostine suggested, however, 
that the document shouldn't stop 
Israel from kicking the Syrians out 
of Lebanon. “We are hoping Begin 


will do something in the future.” 


IN THE MIDDLE of this con- 
troversy over whether to renew ties 
with Israel is Bashir Jemayel, the 
charismatic, 34-year-old com- 
mander of the 22,000 Phalangist 
troops. He is called “‘al Bash” (chief 
in Turkish) by his men. 

Bashir reportedly was counselled 
to play down ties with Israel by U.S. 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig 
when they met privately in 
Washington last fall, in support of a 
Saudi Arabian diplomatic initiative 
designed to moderate Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad’s hard-line posi- 
tron on Lebanon. Saudi Arabia is 
said to have paid the Assad govern- 
ment $4b. last June to stop its attack 
on Zahle and the bombardment of 
the Christian suburbs of East 


Beirut. 

“Our goal is to throw the Syrians 
and the PLO out of the country,” 
said Bashir, whose picture is dis- 
played in shop windows and car 
windscreens all over East Beirut. 
“As 'ong as the Syrian occupation 
army and the PLO are here, we 
won't be able to sit down with the 
Lebanese Moslems and talk about 


the future. . 
“We will nor renew relations with 
Israel,” he emphasized. “We 


worked out a cease-fire with Mr. 
Philip Habib, at which time we 
severed our ties with Israel. The 
subject is closed.” 

According to foreign reports, 
Bashir has been in Israel several 
times. There have also been reports 
abroad that Phalangist officers 
trained in. Israel. 

Phalangist officers are still very 
sympathetic to Israel; when I was in 
Lebanon recently, many of them 
asked me to send them books about 
the history of Zionism and the 
Jewish State. It is therefore 
reasonable to assume that if the 
Saudis fail to deliver the Christians 
from the Syrians, Bashir could jump 
back into the Israeli camp. 


BASHIR’S Christian critics in 
East Beirut claim he might be per- 
suaded to turn Lebanon into a con- 
frontation state with Israel under 
the sight circumstances. 

‘I wouldn't be surprised to see 
Bashir Jemayei lead an Arab army 
against Israel one day,”’ said an East 
Beirut lawyer. 

Whatever the case, Bashir 
Jemayel is still under the spell of his 
father, and it is not known when — 
or if — he will make a political 
break. 

Although Bashir is hostile to the 
older generation — ‘‘We think that 
the corruption of the previous 
generation led us to where we are 
now... What they have created is 
more like a zoo than a nation’’ — 
he’s no revolutionary. “*No one 
knows which way Bashir Jemayel is 
going,” One acquaintance said. 


ONE THING all Phalangist leaders 
agree on is that they won't settle for 
less than a Maronite-controlled 
Lebanese state, although the Chris- 
tians comprise slightly less than 
one-half of Lebanon's 3.5 million 
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people. 

Phalangists say their conditions 
for reunification would be 
predicated on Maronite economic- 
political domination, under a 
system not unlike the National Pact 
of 1943, which created a delicate 
political b’alance between 
Lebanén’s Moslem and Christian 
communities, while guaranteeing 
the Maronites top civilian and 
military posts. This balance came 
undone during Lebanon's civil war. 

Meanwhile, the Phalangists are 
tacitly supporting the impotent 
regime of President Elias Sarkis in 
order to preserve the institutions of 
state. They are not seeking partition 
yet, but are likely to do so if they are 
thwarted in their plans for Lebanon. 


THERE IS growing grass-roots sen- 
timent in the Phalangist party for a 
separate Christian state. Last 
month, for the first time in the 
party’s history, Pierre Jemayel was 
shouted down during a weekly com- 
mand council meeting. After his 
speech about the necessity of co- 
existence with Syria and the PLO 
within the framework of a reunified 
state, a woman rose and declared: 
“We don’t want formulas, we don't 
want compromises. We want a 
Christian state!’’ Since then more 
than three dozen Phalangists public- 
ly broke ranks with the elder 
Jemayel on the partition issue. 

At the end of the meeiing, one 
source reports, Bashir Jemayel an- 
nounced a middle-of-the-road posi- 
tion, charging that the party leaders 
were selling out legitimate Christian 
national interests to safeguard their 
investments in the Arab world. 

Pierre Jemayel left the meeting in 
a state of shock, the source said. 

Moreover, mid-level Phalangist 
officers and Christian intellectuals 
concluded at a secret meeting in 
East Beirut last month that their 
future lies in the creation of a Chris- 
tian state aligned with Israel. 


BUT THE “‘dovish” wing of the 
party, led by Pierre’s oldest son, 40- 
year-old Phalangist parliamentarian 
Amin Jemayel, would like to work 
out a compromise with the PLO 
that would allow them continued 
use of Lebanon for anti-Israeli ac- 
tivities, in exchange for a 
guarantee not to participate in 








Lebanese national politics. 

Amin, who has his own militia 
outside the authority of the 
Lebanese Forces, exerts a powerful 
influence on both his father and ex- 
president Camille Chamoun. They 
look to Amin to serve as a counter- 
balance to his brother, Bashir, es- 
pecially if the latter should start to 
make a bid for political autonomy. 

Amin has long sought a 
Phalangist-PLO rapproachement. 
Salah Khalaf (Abu iyad), Fatah’s 
No. 2 man, broke off talks on this 
proposal with the Phalangists last 
year after a Syrian threat, according 
to Amin. 

Last year, Walid Junblatu, the 
Druse leader of the leftist Lebanese 
National Movement, was also 
threatened by the Syrians when they 
learned he had been secretly 
negotiating with the Phalangist, ac- 
cording to Antoine Najm, a 
Phalangist theoretician who con- 
ducted the talks. 


IN ADDITION to political dif- 
ferences over tactics and goals, the 
Christian forces are also beset by 
bitter internal rivalries. On July 7, 
1980, the Phalangist, led by Bashir 
Jemayel, ruthlessly crushed the dis- 
sident Christian militias to create 
a unified command, called the 
Lebanese Forces. The force's 
political arm, the Lebanese Front, is 
headed by Pierre Jemaye! and ex- 
president Chamoun. 

Disputes over the control of what 
can be called either “protection 
rackets’’ or “unofficial taxes,” 
depending on one’s point of view, 
were a major source of friction 
between the Maronite militias 
before the bloody July 1980 opera- 
tron. 


THE MOST intense persona! 
rivalries existed between Chamoun, 
a charismatic leader in his own 
right: Pierre Jemayel, the icader of 
the Phalangist party; and ex- 
president Suleiman Franjich, the 
quasi-feuda! warlord. 

Tension between Franjieh and 
Jemayel over control of ports and 
protection rackets in the northern 
region exploded on July 13, 1978, 
when Phalangist commandos 


stormed Franjieh’s mountaintop 
stronghold. Franjieh’s eldest son, 


Tony, was forced to watch while his 


wife and two-year-old daughter 


were tortured and then shot in the 
head, before he himself was 
murdered. 

Franjieh, emotionally broken, 
bolted from the loosely knit Chris- 
tian coalition, and went into a kind 
of self-exile in Tripoli, Lebanon, 
where he is aligned with the Syrians. 

Bashir Jemayel solidified the 
break with Franjieh, when he 
described Tony's assassination as a 
“social revolt against feudalism.” 

Meanwhile, Camille Chamoun, 
who allegedly has made a fortune 
running guns, is paid $250,000 a 
month to keep him and his men 
from defecting to the Syrians, ac- 
cording to a Phalangist official. 

And it was Chamoun, bridling at 
the Jemayei family’s political 
dominance, who precipitated the 
conflict in Zahle, which ultimately 
led to the SAM missile crisis in the 
Baka’a Valley. 

According to Zahie’s Maronite 
Bishop, George Eskander, early last 
December an officer in Chamoun’'s 
militia, Elias Hannoush, openly 
entered Zahle through a Syrian 
checkpoint with 30 armed men and 
occupied a building facing 
Phalangist party headquarters. A 
two-day battle raged, ending when 
the Phalangists drove Hannoush out 
of town. 

“The following day,” the bishop 
said, ‘‘a Syrian officer told me that 
all Christian parties must stop 
operating in Zahle. That's when | 
understood that’ Hannoush was part 
of a conspiracy. The Syrians didn't 
close down any leftist parties in the 
Baka’a. They just wanted a pretext 
to enter Zahle.” 

Hannoush’s men returned to the 
city on December 19, with the 
Syrians following right behind them, 
allegediy to prevent an outbreak o! 
fighting between the Christian par- 
ties. Instead, fighting erupted 
between the Syrians and the 
Phalangists, leaving five Syrians 
dead. 

The Syrians then had the pretext 
they were waiting for, and encircled 
the strategically-located market 
town on Christmas Eve. Hannoush 
and his men mysteriously disap 
peared. 

“| went to Chamoun and told him 


to denounce Hannoush, which he 
did,” said the bishop. “But even 
the Syrians admitted during the 
cease-fire negotiations last spring. 
that the fighting in Zahle was 
started by fifth columnists. It had 
nothing to do with a Phalangist 
road-building project, as the press 
alleged.” 

Hannoush was killed three 
months ago, along with his two PLO 
bodyguards, as their car drove 
through West Beirut. 


THE JULY 1980 operation, which 
was largely directed at the 
Chamounists — over 300 of them 
were killed — has vastly improved 
internal security in East Beirut. The 
elimination of dissident elements, 
together with a recently-installed 
computerized checkpoint system, 
makes it much easier to control 
Moslem infiltration into Christian 
neighbourhoods 

But the Maronites have little con- 
trol over a future that looks bleak 
indeed. Neither of the two paths the 
Phalangists could follow seems to 
offer much of a solution. 

If they hold fast to their demands 
for reunification along the lines of 
the 1943 Pact which guaranteed 
them political supremacy, the 
Moslem majority will reject the for- 
mula and perpetuate the present 
conflict. 

The second path, partition, is 
violently opposed by the Moslems 
The Syrians will forcibly prevent it, 
and will be backed by the Arab 
League. The superpowers will 
almost certainly condemn it. Only 
Israel might be in favour of such a 
step, advocated by David Ben- 
Gurion as far back as 1954. 

In a series of letters he wrote to 
Moshe Sharett, then prime minister 
(published by Davar in 1971), Ben- 
Gurion said that the time was ripe 
for Israel to help create a Christian 
state which would be “impossible 
without our initiative and effective 
assistance.” Sharett, who was not 
altogether opposed to the idea, 
replied that Israeli interference in 
Lebanon's domestic affairs would 
lead to its annexation by Syria. 

And this is, in fact, what has hap- 
pened. Lebanon is occupied by 
Syria, save for the tiny Maronite 
enclave and the border zone con- 
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trolled by Maj. Sa’ad Haddad — 
both established with Israeli aid. 

Some Maronites distrusi Israel's 
intention. “I'm afraid that if we 
create a separate Christian state in 
open alliance with Israel, the Arabs 
will attack and Israel will desert us 
as a price for peace,’” one 
Phalangist officer said. 

It would be well to remember that 
this lack of trust, combined with the 
Maronites’ latent anti-Semitism and 
their stropg economic connections 
to the Arab world, make the 
Phalangists a dubious ally. 0 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


IRAQI OIL TO TRIPOLI--Beirut, 25 Dec (SPA)--The pumping of Iraqi oil to th 
Tripoli terminal in Lebanon was resumed yesterday after a break of 5 years; 
30,000 tons of crude oil were pumped into the oil tanks at Tripoli. Exportation 
of Iraqi oil is expected to begin early next week. [Text] [LD251142 Riyadh SPA 
in Arabic 1037 GMT 25 Dec 81] 
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LIBYA 





"JEUNE AFRIQUE’ SAID SEEKING CONTRACT WITH LIBYA 


PM091503 Paris LE MONDE in French 28 Nov 81 p 4 


[Text] In its latest edition, dated 25 November, LE CANARD ENCHAINE reveals that 
the weekly JEUNE AFRIQUE (circulation 133,000), whose editor is Bechir Ben Yahmed, 
has offered Tripoli a series of contracts worth $4 million to "create a current 

of opinion favorable to Colonel al-Qadhdhafi's work and to give millions of Africans 
and people throughout the world a better understanding of it." One of features 
designed to this end, which was to be published in the "Platform" series, apparently 
comprised 72 pages at $5,800 per page. In addition, the weekly envisages 48 pages 
in JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE, 12 in the ANNUAIRE DE LA DEFENSE ET DE LA DIPLOMATIE, 
which belongs to the same group, as well as a supplement entitled: "Let's Get 

To Know Sport in the Jamahiriyah." 


In the plans submitted to the Libyan authorities, Henry Descleves, assistant editor 
of the weekly and director of JEUNE AFRIQUE promotion, states: "It is understood 
that the word ‘advertising’ will not be featured on the texts published by JEUNE 
AFRIQUE;"' and, according to a photocopy published by LE CANARD ENCHAIN®, he also 
states that the articles would be "written by several well-known journalists or 
writers" chosen from a list which he supplied. In addition, JEUNE AFRIQUE suggests 
placing versions of these texts in major French and foreign newspapers including 

LE MONDE. LE CANARD ENCHAINE recalls a JEUNE AFRIQUE cover showing Colonel 
al-Qadhdhafi and headed: '‘'Beware, He Kills." 


An Explanation From Mr Ben Yahmed 


Several of the writers and journalists mentioned, including our contributors Paul 
Balta and Eric Rouleau, were not consulted or approached. The same applies to our 
advertising department. In a note to us JEUNE AFRIQUE editor Ben Yahmed criticizes 
LE CANARD ENCHAINE for not checking its information with his weekly. He also 
explains that he has "so far not signed any contract with Libya" and that "if he 

did so he would inform his readers of it." He suggests the formation of an honorary 
committee which could "be appointed to examine the respect shown for professional 
ethics and ethical rules by JEUNE AFRIQUE and LE CANARD ENCHAINE over a period of 


l or 5 years." 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


JEWS INVITED TO RETURN--Libya has said it was ready to help the Libyan Jews who left 
the country for Israel, after the establishment of the Jewish state in 1948. Ina 
statement issued in Tripoli, t: Libyan Foreign Ministry said its Libyan Jews who 
are willing to return to Libya and live as ordinary citizens were welcome. The 
statement added that Libya had had contacts with Libyan Jews in Israel and offered 
to pay them compensation. However, those who joined the Zionist Movement would 

have no right for compensation. The Libyan Foreign Ministry was responding to a 
statement by Israeli Premier Manachem Begin in which he called on Libya to compen- 
sate the Libyan Jews who chose to live in Israel after 1948. [Accra DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 10 Dec 81 p 2] 


IRAN OFFERS OIL EXPERTS--Teheran, December 13--Iran is ready to send oil experts 

to Libya to "fill the void" created by the departure of American technicians, Prime 
Minister Mir Hossein Mussavi said here today. Intervicwed on Teheran radio, th« 
Premier said recent tours of the Middle East by American officials such as presi- 
dential envoy Philip Habib "only aimed at creating new plots in the region, at sow- 
ing disorder in Lebanon and putting pressure on progressist Arab countries like 
Libya". [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 15 Dec 81 p 12] 
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MOROCCO 


FUTURE, PROGRAMS OF DOMESTIC OPPOSITION REVIEWED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 207, 9 Nov 81 pp 34, 35 


/Article: "Queries in Morocco: What Is the Anticipated Role of the Politicians 
in the Shadow?'"'/ 


/Text/ The Moroccan opposition: Among the distinctive features for which Morocco 
is envied is that it is generous and provident, not just in its natural endowments, 
the contents of its earth, or its history, but also in its men. In the realm of 
men, in particular, questions rise to the tongue of people who are interested in 
politics in Morocco and compare the groups that have formed around the structure 
of the regime with the giant capacities of geniuses, politicians, thinkers and 
movers who are qualified to the utmost and can achieve miracles, but are in the 
shadow. In the shadow for how long? Even Hassan II, the King of Morocco, 
himself referred to the people huddled in the shadow and the people who are com- 
fortable in it, in a speech he gave in 1971 when he said, "I am the man who casts 
the shadow: I walk in the sun and they are in the shadow."" How many forces are 
lurking in the shadow, far from the light of responsibility, abandoning themselves 
to negativism! 


When the crisis of the opposition federation which withdrew from the Chamber of 
Deputies in obscure circumstances was raised recently, an obscurity which was in- 
creased by the return of the federation deputies to the chamber rotunda by their 
own choice, the subject of the men in Morocco wes clearly raised, and the parties 
devoted themselves strenuously to searching the crannies of their organizations 
for men who were fit to bear responsibility in power or in opposition. This 
search assumed the character of a reaffirmation that the federation opposition 
was almost the only opposition, or the only potent one. 


The scope for political action, as far as the Socialist Federation goes, seems to 
be dark and gloomy now, but this does not mean that Morocco will be going through 
a democratic experience without a true opposition, however small the number of 
seats allotted to it in parliament and however meager its means of expression 
might be. 


The likelihood that the federationists will be destined to stay in opposition 
seems a blatant error to one who researches affairs in Morocco, thinks deeply 
about them and seeks out the roots and premises of the opposition, for he will 
quickiy find himself in a sea of personalities and tendencies, 


65 





What was the first opposition organization in independent Morocco? Following that, 
what is the history of the opposition in Morocco? 


One can consider the National Federation of Popular Powers the first opposition 
organization in Morocco; indeed, one can label it the mother opposition. 


This federation was established 21 years ago as the first opposition party, not 
just to the regime but also to the other parties. This gave the National Federa- 
tion the character of visibility and made its claims credible. 


Then, when it was established, this federation combined all the opposition elements 
of the other parties and therefore assumed its label of the National Federation of 
Popular Powers. From the Istiqial Party, Mehdi Ben Barka, Abdallah Ibrahin, 
Abderrahim Bouabid and Mahjoub Ben Seddiek joined as leading figures. From the 
Consuitation and Independence Party Hadi Boutaleb and Ahmed Bensouda joined as 
leading figures. From the popular movement, Abdallah El Sinhaji joined. These 

are all people who rebelled against their own parties, reached @ mutual unde ‘and- 
ing following Moroccan independence, and, so it seems, were a group of the ..most 
importance. 


Where do you suppose this group has gone? What was the fate of this federation? 
Did it become decrepit anddie out, as was the case with other federations? Did 
the National Federation of Popular Powers die as other parties such as the Reform 
Party, the Democratic Constitution Party, the Front Party, and the Democratic 
Socialist Party have died? 


Absolutely not. Indeed, the National Federation of Popular Powers brought a 
further group of parties into being without dying out. 


Abderrahim Bouabid's group split off from it and formed the Socialist Federation, 
the source of the current crisis. 


Boutaleb and Bensouda's group split off from it to join the National Front to 
Defend Constitutional Institutions, before entering the regime's apparatus. 


Abdallah El Sinhaji split off from it and founded something resembling a party, 
by name of the Labor Party. 


Meanwhile, the group running the federation continued to rally around Abdallah 
Ibrahim, preserving the original title of National Federation of Popular Powers. 
This opposition party has preserved its personality in spite of these shocks and 
has yielded three tendencies, like a mother giving birth to three children. It 
is a party worthy of attention. 


It is more important than the first group which divorced itself from it but could 
not cope with problems and it is more important than the second group, which has 
surrendered to problems. 


Indeed, it is more important than the problems themselves, because it has con- 
tinued to exist in spite of them. There is no need to talk about the parasitic 








tumors that have emerged on the edges of the Sener ion, have fed themselves at 
various tables and have formed a stomach and corpus that some officials hope will 
become a new opposition represented by the Democratic Liberal Party now led by the 
minister Arslan El Djadidi, who was 4 union member in the ranks of the Moroccan 
Federation of Labor (a wing of th ation of Popular Powers), and 
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Abdel Hamid Ei Qasimi, who was a deputy in the first parliament, also under the 
National Federation, 
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this federation has gone through since its emergence, 
e re) 
justifying all questions as to why this party is being ignored, 


c 
res, probity and intelligence become apparent, 


The National Federation derives its strength from three premises: 


, when we examine the paper on this party's growth in 1959 we find that the 

t for its genesis goes to the leader Mehdi Ben Barka, an expert in opposition 
rs on the Moroccan and international levels. He was the founde of the federa- 
in Morocco and founder of the Tricontinental Organization, an organization 
whose establishment was one cause of the hastened liquidation of Mehdi Ben Barka, 
after | western intelligence had learned that he was so presumptuous as to expand 

the writ of revolution in the world, provoke th atent progressive forces in 

South America and inake it likely that the boycott of Cuba would be smashed. 
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Since its establishment, and assigned ility of governing; the 
party chief, Abdallah Ibrahim, actuaily did form the fourth cabinet in independent 
Morocco in 1959. 
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candidate for ministerial positions and 2 present ambassador to Paris, who was 
epaseter of education. Maati Bouabid, the current prime minister, was minister of 
labor, while Abdel Rahim Bouabid was minister of economy. 

We find negative and positive features in the accomplishments of Abdallah Ibrahim's 
cabinet, such as one would expect from a4 sabitbat % which looks after the demands of 
higher policy. 

Abdallah Ibrahim'’s cabinet opened the doors wide to Arab action, beginning with the 
convening of the first League of Arab States conference in Morocco in September 
1959, attended, among others, by Prince Fahd, the present crown prince of Saudi 
Arabia. Abdallah Ibrahim's cabinet also invited the rebel leader Che Guevara to 
visit Morocco and when Abdallah Ibrahim visited the United States by invitation of 
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In analyzing the Abdaiiah [brahimist view of Moroccan territorial unity, we find 
that the Algerians view this politician the way they would view a balanced man. 

At the beginning of the crisis, when the parties were setting up artillery and 
digging trenches and the first signs of war were looming on the Algerian-Moroccan 
horizon, Abdallah Ibrahim did not lack the courage to speak his mind. On 12 June 
1975 he sent a letter to “Our brothers the members of the fraternal Algerian Nation- 
al Liberation Front,’ laying down the outlines of a possible solution which would 
have the effect of satisfying them and satisfying Morocco. In the course of his 
letter he said, 


"The position of the National Federation of Popular Powers on this subject, the 
subject of the Sahara, is carefully and precisely spelled out, in the context of 
fraternal solidarity between the peoples of the Maghreb. The union of the nations 
of the Maghreb is not just dictated by emotional considerations derived from unity 
of blood and unity of history, it is not just dictated by economic considerations, 
however necessary they might be, but it is dictated and imposed also by the nature 
of the grave territorial disputes among the countries in it and its heavy colonial- 
ist legacy. The files on these disputes were drawn up in a different era for goals 
other than those of our peoples in the present day." 


When the Algerian "brothers" in the Liberation Front began launching rockets and 
missiles at Morocco's borders in the Sahara war, they sent a letter in response to 
Abdallah Ibrahim at the same time--in French, of course: 


"Mr Abdallah Ibrahim's initiative enjoys great attention in Algeria not just be- 
cause it is exemplary but because dialogue between the nationalist parties in the 
two countries of the Maghreb is an experiment that has not yet been carried out. 
Dialogue between the mass parties in the countries of the Maghreb is the proper 
framework for solving all problems, 


"The administration of the Algerian National Liberation Front, while commending 

Mr Abdallah Ibrahim for his activity, sends a fraternal invitation to the secretary 
general of the National Federation of Popular Powers, the Moroccan Istigqlal Party 
and the Mauritanian People’s Party to a conference, indeed to a discussion on 
Algerian territory." 


This was the unionist appeal of Abdallah Ibrahim and the positive response of the 
Algerian rulers--a response in which they mentioned nothing by the name of 
"Saharans."' Most unfortunately, it was an appeal and a response which were devoured 
by the sands of the Sahara and buried along with the corpses of the dead. 


Abdallah Ibrahim continued his search for a unionist soiution to the crisis of the 
Sahara, He wrote President Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi at a time when Moroccan-Libyan 
reiations were marked with hostility. The letter from the Moroccan leader, dated 
8 September 1979, was fraught with equations; 


"The breakout of war between Algeria and Morocco at any moment has now become a 
possibility. 


"An Algerian-Moroccan war would not leave Libya untouched because that would cer- 
tainly cause it to suffer. 








"The Egyptian regime, in turn, might not remain untouched, whether or not Libya 
officially entered the war. 


"What, then, about Israel?" 


"And, since this is the case, what would the reaction in Syria and Iraq be if Israel 
moved? 


"What would the military and political conditions in the oil emirates become? Thus 
there are issues which are interlinked and will not bear fragmentation and compart- 
mentalization; there are complicated events whose results cannot always be con- 
trolled by the will of leaders and officials." 


Abdallah Ibrahim summarized the optimum solution, in his view, to the Sahara issue 
at the end of his letter to President al-Qadhdhafi: 


"Replacing the strategy of the Sahara with an interlinked strategy to bring about 
the union of the Maghreb would have the effect of realistically and honorably 
changing the old premises before ail parties and stifling the great conspiracy 
against the Arab nation." 


It is not possible to state that Abdallah Ibrahim's appeal for union as a solution 
is the result of a search for a solution; these were his ideas even before the 
Sahara crisis erupted. He was the one who defined Morocco's political geography 

in 1979, when he wrote his book "Perseverance through the Ages."" His map of Morocco 
was as follows: 


"The word Morocco /the Maghreb/ means, without any possible ambiguity, the group 

of what we have just recently been calling the greater Arab Maghreb. This includes 
the current nations of Tripolitania, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. Toward the end 
of the Roman era it also included the provinces of Africa, Numidia, Caesarean 
Mauritania, Tangerine Mauritania, the (trans-Limas) to the south and areas of the 
Sahara. The fact is that the word ‘Maghreb’ itself, since ancient times, according 
to its political circumstances, meant a single country, just as ‘India' means India, 
‘Germany’ Germany, and ‘Brazil’ Brazil, whether the people of the Maghreb were 
politically united or dispersed." 


Now that the crisis of the Sahara, in spite of the mirage of the referendum and 
the possible solutions, is becoming plunged deeper into the sand, and now that the 
crisis of the Moroccan opposition, which the Moroccan monarch has described as a 
tribulation, is going down a path from which there is no exit, to what extent can 
everyone in the model party, formerly the ruling one, now in opposition, find a 
card whose aid they can seek in getting out of both predicaments? 
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NATURAL GAS PIPELINE OPENED 
Muscat OMAN DAILY OBSERVER in English 9 Dec 81 p 2 
{Article by Meredith Campbeil: "Pipeline Opening Marks Step Towards Greater 
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OMAN’S campaign to make more use of gas to power 
industry and provide domestic electricity received a major 
boost yesterday with the official opening of the new S11 
million Murayrat to Sohar gas fine. 


Ihere to open the value and 
set things in motion was His 
Majesty's Personal Adviser and 
Governor of the Capital, Sayyid 
Phuwaini bin Shihab, together 
with Petroleum and Minerals 
Minister Said Abmed al Shan- 
fari and Hans Brinkhorst, man- 
aging director of Petroleum De- 
velopment Oman. 

PDO acted as the Ministry's 
consultants for the design and 
construction of the 16 inch wide 
pipeline, laid by Dodsal, which 
extends for 250km from the 
main Vibal-Ghubra pipeline. 

One of its main jobs will be to 
bring gas to Sohar to generate 
electricity for Oman's copper 
mining and refinery project, 
where Oman Mining Company 
are having a JOMEW gas turbine 
power station built to meet all 
power needs. 

Initial work on the new gas 
line started in October 1979, 
when the consultancy contract 
was Signed and the project was 


completed in’ September this 
vear. The design has allowed for 
future plans to provide gas for 
other industrial projects and 
power stations along the Bati- 
nah ceast as far as Sohar. 

Phe main 331 km 20 inch Yib- 
al Ghubra gas line has a daily 
capacity of around 130 million 
cubic feet. With additional com- 
pressors, production can be in- 
creased to 200 million cubic feet 
per day. 

it was commissioned in early 
1978 and takes gas from the Yib- 
al gas plant, opened by His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos in Octo- 
ber, 1978, to Ghubra, where it is 
used to fuel the power station 
there for electricity generation 
wnd water desalination. 

in August the same year, a 10 
inch branch line was laid to the 
Ministry of Defence power 
plant. By changing Ghubra over 
from crude oil to gas, the gov- 
ernment has saved about S17 
million a year. 

li was the opening of Yibal 





that marked the beginning of 
concerted efforts to make use of 
gas as an effective and conve- 
nient source of energy, at the 
same time fully exploiting one of 
the countrys naturai resources. 

As gas is ep relatively cheap, 
it will be playing an increasing} 
important role in Oman’s in- 
dustrial and economic deveiop- 
ment during the current Second 
Five Year Pian as an alternative 
to using crude o!! and refined 
products. It means more crude 
oil can be exported and tic »igh- 
er cost of using refinery pro- 
ducts avoided. 

The Ministry of Petroieum 
and Minerals is currently study- 


ing ways to make further use of 


gus in different parts of the 
country, not only in providing 
the power needed for industrial 
projects but also for electricity 
for domestic use. In future, all 
power Stations will be run on gas 
instead of oil. 

By 1985, gas consumption is 
expected to rise to 129 million 
cubic feet with increased indust- 
rial demand. By then, savings in 
oil consumption will be around 
7.9 million barrels a year. 
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JUBA UNIVERSITY DIRECTOR INTER‘ ~EWED 

Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 13 Aug 81 p 3 

/Interview witi: Prof 'AbG al-Rahman Abu Zayd, director of Juba University, by Ahmad 
/ y y 
al-Balal al-Tayyib: “Why Has Juba University Been Closed?"; date and place of 
interview not given/ 

ayd: "The Increase i N 
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Those With Political Purposes in Mind Are Exploiting the Old 
Vestiges in Order To Create Instability in the University. 
The University Will Reopen This August for Fourth-Year and 
sraduating Students, and Will Reopen Next September for All 


On 15 June of this year the southern Sudanese students at Juba University staged a 
Strike which made it necessary for the director of the university to make the 


- 


-ein ~Inc; -71 firthe . 
Jecision to close it until further notice. 


in this comprenensive interivew with rror AbG ai-~Ranman Abdu 4ayda, the director of 
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Juba University, we have attempted to become familiar with the dimensions of this 
matter, with what caused the situation to turn out as it did, and with the efforts 
being made to prevent a reoccurrence of this in the future. 

Ne have taken this opportunity to shed some more ligh university which 1s 
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view--from the point of view of its establishment as a facility and from the point 
of view of its academic development. The establishment of the university as an 
institution and as a facility has been described, by all observers of this achieve- 
ment, aS a success. This view is especially held by those who attended the official 
inauguration of the university in October of 1977. The reason for this is that, due 
to the circumstances and conditions, the achievement of such a great accomplishment 
in the South was considered to be almost an impossibility. 


/Answer/ One could give an assessment of the university from two points of 


The transportation facilities and the conditions of the city which the university was 
set up in are, for many reasons, unable to support the establishment of an institution 
of this size. One of these reasons is that, in spite of the fact that Juba is con- 
Sidered to be the second capital of the Sudan, it is still nothing more than a large 
village even though the provincial government, with all of its institutions, is 
located there. The infra-structure in Juba today is the same infra-structure which 
was in Juba when it had a population of 25,000. A -ording to university estimates, 
made by social researchers in the university, the city's population is approximately 
110,000. But one must remember that there has been no development or growth in the 
infra-structure--for example, in electricity or water service. Furthermore, commerce, 
for example, is still of the traditional type and consists almost entirely of commerce 
in foodstuffs. Consequently when the university, for example, wants to buy pencils-- 
not to mention building materials--then it must send to Khartoum for this. We must 
also remember that transportation facilities consist almost entirely of the Sudanese 
Airlines and river transport--with all of the administrative problems and problems 
concerning the availability of resources which arise in connection with these two 
transportation facilities. But nevertheless Juba University, as a facility, was 
built. Even some of the citizens in Juba itself have described, as a miracle, the 
speed with which this was accomplished, especially if the scope of this achievement 

is compared with what has been achieve: with regard to other facilities--whether 
regional, national or international. From the standpoint of building facilities, the 
university has been able to furnish comfortabie housing, with modern furniture, for 
hundreds of students as well as for dozens of professors and assistant professors. 

In providing this service, the university does not rely on any of the facilities and 
utilities available in Juba. For example, we provide year-round water service as 

well as electricity for the campus, professors' residences, student dormitories and 
the university facilities by means of electricity generators and water transport 
trucks. Even in the field of health ser..ces Juba University does not resort to any 
assistance from anyone outs ile the university. It is well known to the people in Juba 
that Juba University, during the course of the last 3 years, has saved the city 
several times from outbreaks of cholera and plague. One thing very commonly seen 

here is the vehicles of representatives of international organizations working in 
southern Sudan and the vehicles of high provincial government officials taking 

members of their families to the university's small hospital in order to be treated 


tnere . 


Study Facilities and Academic Level 


Question/ What about the situation with regard to study facilities in the univer- 


sity, and what about the university from the academic point of view? 


/Answer/ As for study facilities, the university has a library which contains 15,000 
volumes. It is almost the only library in the Sudan, apart from the library in the 
niversity of Khartoum, which has the latest issues of academic and scientific 
journals. In addition to this, the university's storerooms and laboratories have 


enough study and instructional materials and equipment for all of the university's 
4 years of instruction. 
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I am not exaggerating when I say that the secondar: chools in the province, this 
year, were nearly more often closed tha S was due to triba’ 
political problems. And we inherit what occurs in secondary schools of this sort 
when we receive students who have become imbued with anarchism and lack of 
discipline. The minister of shatetion of this province also definitely shares my 
opinion concerning this. 
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Relations Between Students From the South and Students From the North 
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Answer have already previously mentioned the historical vestiges which we have 
inherit 9 June 1969 dec- 
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ed from the problems predominated in the Sudan before the 
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‘ dd to this the fact 
that cultural, religious and ethnic differences between them occasionally cause some 


southern students either as individuals or as pen ee You must a 


problems. But we always manage to prevent this friction from spreading and occurring 
n a university-wide scale. It is true that particular things have happened which 
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/Answer/ I would be dishonest if I said that any person, no matter how wise, 

Capable and farsighted he is, could prevent human emotions from expressing themsieves 
ln one form or another. We and Juba University will continue to suffer from emotional 
Outbursts from time to time. However, we believe that the increase in the number 

of students from both the north and the south as well as the increase in number of 
professors during the coming years will help greatly to eliminate such emotional 
outbursts and to eliminate the historical vestiges. 


As for your question about the provincial government taking the position of assisting 
us in this regard, I am happy to report that they have given us unlimited assistance 
and moral support in spite of the fact that we are a national institution. We have 

a council which governs our actions and we have our own university regulations. I 

am not exaggerating when I say that the attitude taken by the citizens in this 
province toward these problems has always been an attitude which has greatly deli 
us. But there is a handful of politicans who have eithe a E th 
ruling regime in the past or are resentful of it at the 
been able to cause enough trouble so that the problem t: 


resent time, ana tney nave 


If I have any criticism to direct at the university administration, it is the fact 

t we have not been able to investigate the activity of such people an O prepare 
to deal with it in time. I do not consider that this is our job, but we nevertheless 
are attempting to bring out the facts in the hope that they might perhaps speak for 
themselves. But a politician who opposes you does not care very much about the facts 
Consequently he always insists on continuing to tell his lies and cause trouble. 


No Room for Fear 

/Question, In view of this situation, we would like to know something about the 
present number of students in the university and about the academic program in it. 
In addition, we would like to know what the university's admissions policy is and 
would like to know something about the fear which perhaps some students might feel 
concerning enrolling in the university after they have been accepted. 


Answer Ve were supposed to have 700 students by this year and during the years 
ince the opening of the university. But due to the rise in the university's 
academic level during the past 4 years the number of students has gone down to 570. 
nm 


(nis nas been due to failing grades, dismissals from the university and other reasons 
which have caused the students to leave the university such as their receiving 
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irst-year students, whether or not they come to Juba University 
depends on at aE A or not it has been decided to admit them after the Unified 
Admissions Committee in the university has finished its work. I believe that this 
will take place later on during October. 


ts To Consolidate the University 
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e, and under these circumstances, you are no doubt pushing 
with your efforts in the area of building more university facilities. What future 
lans do you have in this regard? And what is the attitude of the professors and 
faculty members? And what about the talk that 1s going around concerning the fact 

nat professors do not want to work in the university? 

\nswer There is an American proverb which say: "If you don't toot you horn, 

body else will do it for you." It took a 1c x%t of effort for us to establish this 
llversity, and I do not believe that any Sudanese could expend more effort than we 
this university. We built it with patience and with imagination, and 

ffi rtant national fact--which is that development is not 
impossible fen in the most remote and most difficult areas of the Sudan. Certainly 
the money which was spent on this university has been utilized with a great deal of 
jination and creativity. Furthermore, we never waited for anybody to help us. 
itional Council of Higher Education gave us a great deal of support in 
F tl needs which the other universities had. 


iven some priority by the Ministries of Finance and Planning. Mr Daf'allah 


the minister of education and orientation, was kind enough to provide 
with 9 million European computational units which were supposed to be sent to 
iversity's Department of Technical Education. 
rsity is in full swing concerning all of the installations /being 
s ly the main university headquarters on the eastern bank of Bahr 
Nhite Nile/, about 10 miles east 


of Juba, where the School of Education 
il 


of Social and Economic Studies will be built by the end of this year. 


iniversity in 1977 and then saw it again this year were really 
10n concerning the professors' aversion to working in this uni- 


sity, it appears to me that there are two direct reasons for this: 


1is area is a hardship area, and life in Juba is very difficult. This 
yrticularly true in the case of professors who have small children and boys and 
wh 14. f school age because there are no good schools for them here. The 
ynd ing is that, in spite of the high prices in Juba, the university professors 
ame salaries as the professors in the University of Khartoum. And 
‘iai work conditions or salaries for those in Juba University. 
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But in spite of all of this, Juba University right now has 127 professors and assi 
tant professors. We consider this to be a great achievement when we remember how 
the situation used to be. We have been able to provide them with comfortable hous 
with modern furniture and we have been able to provide them with all the necessary 
services, including the provision of foodstuffs and vegetables. Because of this i 
as been possible for us to attract professors both from the Sudan and from abroad 
\ll of this has been achieved after exhausting work and great effort expended to 
onvince them to come and to be ready to receive them after they came. 
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POLICE COMMISSIONER INTERVIEWED ON CRIME, SECURITY SITUATION 


Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 21 Aug 81 p 5 
/Interview with Maj Gen ‘Abbas Madani, director of Central /Police/ Investigations, 
by Ahmad al-Balal al-Tayyib: "Crime in the Sudan in 1980"; date and place of 
interview not given/ 


y 


Text/ Take Note: 40,000 Sudanese Women Involved in Crimes In- 
volving Murder, Theft and Drugs! 
There Were 483,409 Cases /fof Crimes Punishable/ Under the Penal 
Code. There Were 1,054 Homicides, and There_Occurred the Theft 
of 10 Million /Sudanese/ Pounds /of Property/ of Which the Police 
Recovered 43 Percent. 7 5 


The Providing of Security and Stability Is a Basic Matter, and 
Fighting Crime Is the Joint Responsibility of the Police and the 
Citizens. 


Social change, with all of its positive effects, is also accompanied by dangerous 
phenomena. If proper attention is not given to these negative phenomena, they will 
become a curse for those who are benefiting from this social change. The result 
could be the thwarting of all of our legitimate aspirations and a return to the law 
of the jungle where “the strong eat the weak." 


[In Sudan--a country which has made rapid progress along the path toward modern devel- 
ypment--crime has begun to take on forms which are both Gangerous and alien to our 
customs and traditions. Suffice it to say that in 1980 there were 1,054 cases of 
homicide, and in 1979 there were 1,074 such cases. And /in 1980/ there occurred the 
robbery, theft and seizure of about 10 million /Sudanese/ pounds Jot property/, of 
which the police recovered about 43 percent. 7 : 


[In thi interview with Maj Gen ‘Abbas Madani, director of Central Investications, we 


lac} he “Yim ak «= on & ¢ - om 10 m ey a . ; . — } = , 2 
e light on the crime statistics of 1980. They are statistics which are both 
} ] rr nd we hope to deal with them by way of analysis in a comprehen- 
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investigations: opneres of Authority ana Duties 
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/Answer/ Central Investigations is a police organization which exists in its own 
right according to Republican Degree Number 475 of 1979. Its head is the director, 
it is subordinate to the Police Inspector General and its operations are regulated 
according to a set of laws. According to these laws, the investigations police is 

a central organization which operates nationwide and is responsible, in general, for 
the orientation and guidance of crime prevention activity nationwide. 


Central Investigations carries out its duties through its five principal divisions, 
which are: the Administration and Training Division, Crime Division, Technical 


Criminal Evidence Division, Research and Information Division and the National 
Central Bureau of International and Regional Police Organizations. 


Central Investigations occupies itself with the investigation of important crimes 
such as crimes against national security, unsolved murders, robbery, theft, forgery, 
embezzlement of public property, crime of a nationwide nature and crimes of inter- 


national concern. Central Investigations maintains its daily channel of communication 
with the provincial police organizations by means of the daily crime report which is 
Summarized and sent every day to the Inspector General. In addition to this, there 
are monthly and annual reports. Central Investigations investigates these crimes 
either at its own headquarters or in the provinces, depending on where the crimes 

have been committed. Central Investigations is also responsible for orienting and 
guiding crime prevention activity by means of personal conversations, putting out 
pamphlets and issuing instructions to the police forces in all the provinces. 


The division which is called the National Central Bureau of International and Regional 
Police Organizations organizes contacts which are made in the realm of combatting 
international crime and police cooperation between the Sudanese Police and the inter- 
national police organization Interpol and the Arab Organization for the Defense of 
Society as well as international agencies and institutions which are active in the 
field of combatting traffic in narcotics. 


Cooperation Between Special Government Agencies 


Juestion/ You mentioned crimes against national security, unsolved murders, etc. 
What is the extent of cooperation between your organization and the other special 
agencies in this realm, particularly the Office of State Security and the Public 


2) —_ Tete tn NF FE ~~ 
Prosecutor s Office: 


Answer/ Central Investigations’ authority to investigate these crimes does not 
nean that it is the only organization tasked with the job of investigating these 
crimes. The Office of State Security, according to the law which governs it, also 

the authority to investigate these crimes. 

The Public Prosecutor's Office, under the 1974 Criminal Procedure Law, also has the 
yuthor toc luct such investigations. In view of this delineat} re 
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Crime in 1980 
/Question/ I have been told that you have just finished preparing the 1980 crime 

report. Coul~ you please tell us something about what the crime situation was during 

1980, and what can you say concerning it in comparison to the 1979 crime statistics? —_ 


/Answer/ The annual crime report for 1980 says that the number of crimes reported 
during last year came to a total of 483,409 crimes punishable under the Penal Code 
and other laws which supplement it. This is in contrast to 470,464 cases in 1979. 
sents an increase of 12,945 cases, that is, an increase of 2.75 percent. 
rt ints out that crime has been steadily on the increase during the last 
S. For example, the number of reported crimes in 1971 was 394,765. But in 
umber of cases was 453,174, and, as I have m2ntioned, in 1980 the number 
of cases of crimes reported was 483,409. 


[n spite of this increase, our statistics show a decrease of 2.2 percent in crimes 
personal injury. The statistics also show that the number of crimes 
reported in Khartoum Province decreased by 4.64 percent in 1980. Nevertheless, the 
Crimes reported in Khartoum Province totalled 31.8 percent of all of the crimes 
committed in the Sudan. The province which was second in number of crimes was the 
Central Province, with 21.44 percent. The smallest percentage of reported crimes 
was 1n the Northern Province, which accounted for 4.67 percent of all of the crimes 
committed in the Sudan. : 


rne 
Vw ALG 
7 


c 


In spite of the fact that incidence in crime is connected with population density, 
Crime in Khartoum Province is greater than crime in the Central Province. This is 
to be expected since crime is civilizational phenomenon which involves the inhabitants 
of cities more than the inhabitants of rural areas, due to the social and economic 
conflicts present in life in the cities. Although there was a decrease in crime in 
Khartoum Province in 1980, nevertheless there has been an increase in awareness and 
fear of crime. This is either because the statistics do not reflect the actual 
nuinber of crimes committed in the province or because the type or crimes being 
committed are of a more vicious type than they used to be. Perhaps both of these 

easons apply. Also, the weakness of the crime prevention apparatus might be a 
reason for people not reporting crimes and might encourage criminals to be bolder in 
their activities. 


ri©O lCz if 
tatistics indicate that the number of homicides reported was 1,054 /in 1980/ as 
opposed to 1,074 homicides in 1979. Among these homicides, there was 978 cases of 


premeditated murder, 32 /other/ homicides /technically/ qualifying as premeditated 


ler, 4 iSé homicide as a result of intended harm, 3 cases of manslaughter 
ind 37 cases of homicide resulting from negligence. Of these homicides, 134 were 
mmnitted in Khartoum Province. 
yf there were 1,001 robberies as opposed to 926 in 1979. In 32 ot these 
arms were used, 103 of the robberies were committed by aangs of robbers, 
ries resulted in the death of the victims, 131 of the robberies took » 
721 of the robberies were robberies of the simple type 








There were 7,034 burglaries /in 1980/ as opposed to 5,439 burglaries in 1979 This 
represents an increase of 29.32 percent. Of these crimes, 2,081 of them were crimes 
of trespassing and burglary with the perpetrators lying in wait at night for the 
purpose of committing theft, and 572 of the crimes consisted of trespassing and 
burglary with the perpetrators lying in wait for the purpose of committing a crime. 
Crimes by Juveniles and Women 
wring 1980 25,519 juveniles were arrested for various crimes, as opposed to 1979 
when 28,713 juveniles were arrested. We should point out here that 3,726 females 
were among the juveniles who were arrested. 
In 198 40,248 women were arrested and charged with committing major crin such as y 
murder, assault, theft and drug trafficking. In 1979 the number of women arrestec 
for such crimes was 44,042. The percentage of participation by women in these crimes 
was 31.59 percent higher /in 1980/ than it was in 1979. This is a serious phenomenon. 
In addition to the above, women are the cause of many crimes. For example, they 
assist in the distribution of homemade liquor, they help run clubhouses, they are 
responsible for immorality, and they contribute toward causing other problems such 
aS jealousy, /men defending their/ honor and other problems which induce men to 
commit crimes. 
Rape and Crimes Committed by Sudanese Abroad 
in 1980/ the number of rapes committed was 923 as opposed to 901 in 1979. And rape 
is a crime which is not reported unless it already becomes publicly known. 
Ine of the more serious phenomena which appeared in the 1980 report is the fact that 
94 Sudanese were arrested abroad for committing various crimes. Crimes committed by 
Sudanese abroad are a new and serious phenomenon and damage the good reputation 
which Sudanese communities aborad enjoy. Most of these crimes were connected with 
urcot The country in which the largest number of Sudanese were arrested was 
bya, where 29 were arrested, and the second largest number of Sudanese arrested 
was in idi Arabia, where 2 versons were arrested 
‘raffic Accidents and Violations, and Bribery 
¢ | recorded 98,150 cases of traffic accidents and violations /in 1980 1S 
ompared with 93,4( ich cases in 1979 Half of these cases oc re hartou 
rovin 
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l of 4,733 kilograms of hashish were seized in connection with these 
> “als 3 ncoc / e sc Y } | a & > -Iiong mc wi ~h : : 
icSs~reiated cases /in 1980/ as opposed to 16,271 kilograms which were seized 
_ 
9 Stolen Property 
about 10 million Sudanese pounds worth of property was stolen. In terms of 
+ m mmralas 7 a >| - ~ ? ‘ _ 2. ~~ fé o 
the police managed to recover 43 percent of 11s stolen property Cars 
= > > ’ ry rrn ry = _ - c } _ Z = Qf all + 
Ct for a large percentage of the property scolen, especially cars of the 
' +5 0 terre Thrice . gos _ - > - ~i ace 7+ +} r= ' an - 
taxi ype. This fact caused us to get in touch with the company's repre 
7 ty _.r Ll’ } . _* = ° _- % J } — - KW r 4 ry - r = 
ive in Khartoum in order to discuss the matter witn him. The company repre 
7¢* ~ - al * Ow ~ : } TO oo re 7 hn ed a Ta > {* — 72 o nA ha 
ive then got in contact with the Toyota Company in Japan /and advised them to/ 
= + ~~} smal nr 23 — esarae <«sl . + ~ ~ —roO n - ; - " 
Orate tecnnical precautionary measures when the cars are made in order to } 
t them from being stolen. 
Ovinces Where the Crime Rate Is Rising the Fastest 
Lon According to your report, which are the provinces where tne crime rate 
ing the fastest? And what are the reasons for this according to your 
ligation 
The 1980 statistics show that the Province of Darfur, although it accounts 
Sep ~ £ ; ur? = ’ ~ ei oe. - - 
ly 8 percent of the total crimes committed nationwide, showed a 20.29 percent : 
mn crime over last year The Southern Province was in second place, with an 
“— ~ >- a fe ad = ~ Waste T } srr oo nm ” - = 7] 2 = ~ 99 } > ) 
ercen lse in crime. in tnira place was tne Central Sept tte with an 8.27 
t increase in it Srime rate. It is our belief that the rise in the crime 
tne Province f Darfur is attributable to the security prot skids which the 
ce 1S experlencing as well as to the influx of immigrants from the west and 
~- re nr a | - ‘ | my oe end 7} alk (co — . o~ nile 
the negative social and economic effects which this immigration entails. 
‘tched Newcomers 
ion the general subject of the newcomers, what 1s their effect on the 
nce of rime, especially in Khartoum Province which has a lot of crime and 
. G2 ai it etn B % 8 ede on 3 ott dt . «& : — 2) 
lic joes not have sufficient capability to deal with all this crime? 
c ’ e ee > 43 n “7 
> newcomers ha entered the Sudan from several directions. Also, they 
C1" fF several ifferent countries and represent several difierent cultures. 
‘ - +) ‘ - wich +} __ ty? y i ~ 1 Aa + - . : . 
tered the § in, they brought along with them their political, economic, 
ble , and this has had its negative effect on Sudanese society 
thi ind because they have no clothes or place to live, if they cann 
} 1 ~ } , Tlanitimata nn » mil 
Le t t t irn an income they will resort to illegitimate means of 
‘ e also believe that their makeshift housing has created a lot 
e pudanese gqover;ri nt opodies, especially those that deal with 
at t . 
t rau it the Food of the Masses 
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All of this confirms the fact that there is a real danger lurking on the horizon 
which we should be aware of and the causes of which we should take steps to 


r 
eliminate. Perhaps the conference, which Maj Gen ‘Abbas Madani announced was being 
p, should begin right now requiring all government bodies concerned with crime 
O epare the necessary studies so that the conference will be able to emer 
some practical results which will contribute toward putting a stop to the in 
in crime--crime which has diversified and developed to such a degree that our fears 
are being aroused. 

We also do not want to miss this opportunity to point out the fact that the statistics 
which our readers are seeing in this article represent only those crimes which have 
—3 


been reported. Many other hundreds of crimes may have occurred and may have played 
some role in the fact that the crimes have not been detected and reported. But even 
the statistics which deal with reported crimes are cause for alarm. In future 


investigative art 


icles we hope to provide more details concerning the causes of these 
Crimes and concerni 


4 
ng means and methods capable of preventing them so that we do not 
lose control of the situation and consequently see "Texas-style" gunfights and 
robberies, etc., occurring in our midst. 
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PERATION URGED TO COMBAT LIBYAN THREAT 
-SAHAFPAH in Arabic 19 Aug 8l p l 
\ifrica’s Way of Dealing With Qadhdhafi's Adventures"/ 


new Libyan adventure, the details of which were revealed the day before 


y the Sudanese News Agency, is nothing more than a new chapter of the great i 
of sabotage, the spearhead of which is represented by Col Qadhdhafi's 
which has the objective of spreading anarchy and instability both in 
in the Arab world. This is be.ng attempted in order to pave the way for 
on of circumstances which will favor subjecting the nations of Africa and 
rlid_to the cancerous communist penetration which is behind this great 
/The communists/ are carrying out this conspiracy by means of showering 
modern weapons which are much more than Libya needs to defend itself and 
uch more than Libya has the capacity to absorb. 
ecome the task of the Sudan itself to stand as an impregnable wall in the 
carrying out of this conspiracy against Africa and the Arab world, 
the bells of danger which the Sudan is constantly ringing should be 
by the African and Arab countries concerned so that they can complete 
istance set up to oppose this conspiracy of sabotage. The 
t one of the factors which has served to tempt Qadhdhafi to undertake his 
is the fact that some of our fellow-Arab countries have chosen to 
nt in the face of these actions undertaken by the colonel's regime-- 

t the ~ not directly threatened by this dares. However, every day 
idence t rove that Qadhdhafi's malice is being directed against every 
rican and Arab regime which has demonstrated its independent will. 

which Qadhdhafi's planes are transporting across the /African/ continent 
> > strategic locations in order to be utilized to stir up trouble, 
hand, and also in order to serve as arms in reserve which can be quickly 

iny new location where circumstances favor foreign intervention. 

ifi's target are not only the countries which have had disputes with hi 
l tf Africa 1 nis target 

Yr Surity-related coo; ti aM ong >» grec - African 
ir ighbors--includi the group of countr 3 in bot itral 

\ t san derinit be ut in tne ¢ ‘ 

t fr e re n r this is tha ll 
wt ich these countrie rivi for depen C 
rant t t within these countrl : in ti C tris wnil 
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EXPLOSIONS IN KHARTOUM--Khartoum, November 25--A number of explosions occurred in 
Khartoum last night, the Sudanese security forces said today. The Sudanese News 
Agency quoted a security forces source as saying that the blasts in outlying parts 
of the capital were aimed at important installations. Some of the explosives were 
neutralised and no casualties were caused, the report said. [Paris AFRICA AFP in 
English 27 Nov 81 p 14] 
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SYRIA 


COUNTRY'S ENERGY POLICY OUTLINED 

Results of Energy Conference Discussed 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 32, Nov 81, p 76 
[Article by Sami Ahmad] 


[Text] The Second Conference on Energy in Syria was held recently. Among the 
participants were senior officials from the energy field in Syria and from specialized 
scientific institutions, Syrian university professors and delegations representing 
the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC), the Arab Economic 
Development Fund and the World Bank. 


The conference was held in accordance with a resolution, adopted by the lst Arab 
Conference on Energy, held in Abu Dhabi in 1979, to hold periodic national energy 
conferences at which decisions could be taken on a practical program and the basis 
for establishing a specialized Arab mechanism for outlining energy strategies and 
needs in the Arab region. 


Mabruk al-Hamidi, representing OAPEC, addressed the conference, saying: "The 
Conference is important in that it is a phenomonon that has alerted public opinion 
to the significance of energy and the necessity of conserving it and developing its 
existing sources, whether they be the usual forms of energy (oil and gas) or renewed 
ones such as wind power and solar energy that need to be developed." 


The conference issued a number of resolutions, perhaps the most important of which 
calls for higher prices for the oil products in Syria to help regulate energy con- 
sumption and for the setting up of a nulcear power industry -nrough coordination 
among the Arab states, as well as the production of nuclear fuel. 

[The Resolutions covered the following matters: ] 

In the field of Oil 

--Exploration and drilling for oil and gas in Syrian lands. 


--The expeditious evaluation and development of newly discovered fields. 


--Efforts to change the present trend of consuming oil derivatives, to bring the 
consumption pattern closer to the production pattern. 
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--Establishment of rational pricing policies for oil derivatives and electricity 
which would guide their consumption and the adoption of constructive measures for 
utilization in order to increase local production. 


--Emphasis on the exploitation of coke and its conversion to other harmless products 
that can be used for energy. 


In Electricity 


--Linkage of all the facilities that use diesel engines, especialy pumping stations, 
into a common network, and securing of loans for them. 


--Expeditious implementation of the project for the joint electrical power grid 
with Iraq and Turkey, preparatory to completion of the implementaticn of the general 
Arab electrical power grid. 


--Continuation of the survey of all the water resources in Syria for the purpose 
of generating, electricity and using their output as soon as possible. 


--Expansion of the construction of small dams to generate hydroelectric power. 


--Guidance of consumption and economization of electricty, reduction of waste in 
the nower networks and the education of the people to eleminate waste in daily use. 


In Nuclear Energy 


--Efforts to discover, extract and utilize the radioactive materials available in 
the country and to cooperate with the Arab nations, especially those rich in phosphates 
for the purpose of conducting technical and financial feasibility studies on 


extracting uranium from phosphates. 


--Pursuit of studies on and the expeditous establishment of, an electro-nuclear power 
piant in the early 1990s. 


--Establishment of energetic contacts among the Arab states to coordinate and integrate 
the work in the nuclear power field in the Arab nation. 


--Enchancement of Arab cooperation in planning to ensure nuclear fuel, by creating 
an Arab nuclear fuel industry. 


Renewable Energy 


--Designation of technical specifications for insulating and heat resistant materials 
in construction, taking into consideration the ideal use of solar energy in drafting 
the architectural plans for housing projects and modifying construction regulations 
accordingly. 


--Designation of Syrian specifications for solar energy equipments, through quality 
tests and promotion of the establishment of national industries for them. 


--Encouragement of the use of renewable energies and the initiation of their 
application in public and cooperative installations. 
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--The use of economical model equipment that is technically advanced, and taking 
advantage of the expertise and experience of the industrialized countries and of 
Arab research centers and efforts to produce what is suitable to the country's needs 
and capacities. 


--Legal studies as to what type of real estate serves to encourage the use of solar 
energy and other renewed energies. 


--Encouragement of the use of wind power to create electricity and the use of water 
power. 


Minister Discusses Oil Strategy 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic, No 32, Nov 81, p 77 


{Interview with Syrian Oil Minister Dr ‘Abd al-Ghafar al-Dahhak by a representative 
of AL-IQTISAD WA AL'A'MAL, time and place not given] 


[Text] Among the most important Syrian policy goals in the 
energy field are the elimination of as much waste as 
possible in oil and gas consumption, and entering the era 

of "oil substitutes." Syrian Minister of Oil and Mineral 
Wealth Dr ‘Abd al-Ghaffar al-Dahhak outlines in the follow- 
ing interview the results of the Second Conference on Energy 
in Syria and the energy conservation policy. 


[Question] The Second Conference on Energy in Syria was held at a time when there 
is a great need for alternate energy sources. What is your comment on that? 


[Answer! The Second Conference was held in accordance with Syria's desire to increase 
its oil and gas production in order to determine the possibilities for developing 
alternate energy sources such as wind and solar power so that the available energy 
would be equivalent to that derived from 280,000 tons of oil. That would be in 
addition to the introduction of nuclear energy into Syria to cover its future 

needs. 


The addresses given at the conference dealt with the ways in which the traditional 
sources of energy such as oil and electricity have been consumed in past years and 
the amount of consumption anticipated in the new 5-year plan. They also outlined 
some future concepts through the year 2000. They took up the question of the price 
of oil derivatives and the relationship between prices and consumption and between 
these issues and development plans in Syria. 


Other specialized presentations were devoted to alternate energy sources, especially 
solar and nuclear power and energy from waterfalls and the water resources that exist 
in Syria, with the possibility of exploiting them in the future. They gave some 
thought to the sources that we are presently utilizing to generate electricity. 


The presentations discussed how to prepare the framework at the level of the Higher 


Planning Organization, for energy questions on the one hand, and Arab and international 
cooperation in the energy field on the other. 
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[Question] What steps has the MJ .istry of Oil taken to guide the consumption of 
oil and gas? 


[Answer] A higher committee on energy was formed, headed by the deputy prime 
minister for economic affairs, with its membership including a number of ministers 
and the heads of the scientific institutions concerned with energy matters. 


This committee has undertaken some activities of coordination between the various 
ministries and institutions to set up an energy policy based on reducing energy 
waste to the utmost. On the ministerial level, for example, by setting a limit on 
how many kilometers automobiles can travel each month, limiting the amount of fuel 
used by public vehicles and encouraging car pooling, in addition to instructing the 
Ministry of Housing to use highly insulated materials in housing contruction because 
a large part of the energy is wasted through the lack of insulation in existing 
housing. 


In addition, by instructing a large number of institutions to rely as much as 
possible on solar and wind power in certain fields, especially in agriculture and 
animal husbandry, in order to provide oil derivatives and the traditional energy 
sources, 


[Question] There is considerable talk these days about being close to the depletion 
of oil. How does this apply to Syria, and what is your opinion? 


[Answer] The question of oil depletion is a cause of concern to the world, because 
consumption has increased tremendously. For example, at the start of this century, 
oil accounted for a tiny portion of the consumption of energy, while in the last 

40 years it has become virtually the basic source for half of the world's energy 
needs. 


Here is another example: Worldwide consumption in 1914 was about 6 million tons of 

all oil derivatives, an amount that Syria nor consumes in a single year. Theoretically, 
Syria is considered as one of the developing nations in which the per capita use of 

oil derivatives is still insignificant compared to that in industrialized nations. 

But if we look 10 years back, we see there have been large advances in energy consump- 
tion worldwide. Whereas it used to be said that world oil reserves might last for 

over 20) years, we find that the increased consumption and extraction in incredible 
amounts have caused these reserves to dwindle rapidly to the point where their span 

is now 30 years. 


If the increase in consumption continues at the same rate as in the last 10 years, 
the reserve span is expected to become smaller, and that is troubling workers in 
the energy field. 


We here in Syria produce oil at rates that will not exhaust the reserve too rapidly, 
and it can be said that we do not fear the diminution of supplies before the year 
2000. However, we must leave part of that wealth for the next generation, because 
they too have the right to safeguard their growth and development based on the 
riches found in their lands. We must not produce the oil in the haphazard way 
prevalent in certain Arab countries. Oil production should be guided in every Arab 
country in line with its needs for development. 


5346 
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POLICY TOWARD PALESTINIAN ISSUE EXAMINED 


SYRIA 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO iin English No 49, 7 Dec 81 pp 1-2 


[Text ] 


As far as is known, there is no direct connection between 
the breakdown of the Arab Summit meeting at Fez and 
the terrorist bomb which claimed more than 100 lives 
in Damascus last week. That is to say, the car bomb 


which went off after the Fez meeting was not neces-‘ 


sarily a consequence of the collapse of the conference. 
But in their separate ways the two events are symptoms 
of an historic struggle for Syria and are signals that 
this struggle is likely to cast its shadow over the Arab 
world for some considerable time. In the process, it 
is almost iievitable that relations between the Arabs 
and the rest of the world will be submitted to a lot 
of additional strain. 

Syria’s government-controlled media have sought 
to establish a link by saying that the bomb which 
blasted the Al-Azbaxyah quarter of Damascus was 
intended ‘o undermine Syria’s steadfastness in opposing 
Isracl and that it was planted by members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood acting on behalf of an “imperialist-Zionist 
conspiracy.”” The Brotherhood has since claimed res 
ponsibility for the bombing, but so has a shadowy Front 
for the Liberation of Lebanon from Forcigners, which 
has said it was behind several bombings in Lebanon 
aimed mainly against Palestinians. What is certain, 
however, is that the terrorists were enemies of President 
Hafez al-Assad’s régime in Damascus and that the 
problems confronting this régime do not stem from 
the Muslim Brotherhood alone. 

Open warfare between the govemment and the 
Brotherhood has been going on since 1976. But it would 
be simplistic to suppose that this was the only element 
in a struggle for power in Syria that stretches back for 
many more years. As to the fight against the Brother- 
hood, at has been, by the Syrian government's own 
adinission, a bloody one with no quarter given on either 
side. It has also been a largely inconclusive conflict in 
which neither side has been able to crush the other 
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and does not seem likcly to do so in the foreseeable 
future. The significance of this conflict at Fez was that 
it now appears that a miscalculation of the impact of 
what is going on inside Syria on Syrian foreign policy 
was probably the latest single factor in wrecking 
efforts to get the Arab Summit to endorse the eight- 
point peace plan proposed by Saudi Arabia’s Crown 
Prince Fahd. 

In what it reports to be the minutes of the meeting 
and of the preparatory gathering of Arab Foreign 
Ministers, the left-wing Beirut daily As-Safir quoted 
Syrian Foreign Minister Abdel Halim Khaddam as saying 
that endorsement of the plan would bring greater 
tension between Arab states because “we would not 
be able to face our people in Syria with such a decision.” 


As-Safir follows an editorial policy that is generally 
friendly to Syria and it is therefore reasonable to postu- 
late that Mr Khaddam was quoted accurately. What Mr 
Khaddam was implying — and subsequent events have 
proved him right — is that Syria cannot be a party to 
the sort of initiative suggested by Crown Prince Fahd for 
as long as these proposals would provide political am- 
munition for President Assad’s foes at home. And not 
just for his avowed enemies such as the Brotherhood. 
There are many supporters of the régime, notably in 
the army, who reject the Saudi Arabian proposals. And 
since no Arab peace plan can hope to succeed unless 
Syria is a willing participant, the chances. that the 
Arabs would be willing to talk of peace are indeed bleak 
for a long time to come. 


This Syrian veto is not as arrogant and self-centred 
as it might appear to an observer from outside the Arab 
world. The struggle for Syria and within Syria has been 
a central feature of Arab and big power Middle Eastem 
politics since the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and 
there have been a score of coups d'etat in Syria 














since it gained independence from France in 1944, to 
say nothing of uncounted unsuccessful bids to over- 
throw the government of the day in Damascus. And 
there seems no reason to suppose that this struggle 
will cease. This is because it is essentially a battle for 
the Arab persona and over Arab attitudes to the 20th 
century. At the same time, it has been coupled with a 
measure of Greater Syrian irredentism that has provoked 
the intervention of neighbouring states and the big 
powers. This is something which the struggle for Pales- 
tine has tended to obscure but it is nonetheless a crucial 
fact of life in the Arab world. History is not repeating 
itsclt im Syna out ws instead following a consistent line 
which has vet to min its full course. 

But fe in the Middle East will not of course stand 
still while Syma continues the battle for its own political 
soul. Herein lie dangers for Syria’s neighbours and, if 
they are not extremely careful, for the two super-powers. 
For PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat in particular, it pro 
bably means he faces the biggest and deadliest political 
fight of his life. Crown Prince Fahd’s eight points were 
tailored to the specifications of PLO moderates (and, 
it seems increasingly likely, were largely formulated 
by them). The setback at Fez may force him to make his 
peace with the hard-liners inside the PLO as the only 
way to survive. This would renew armed challenge to 
Israel which the present Israeli leadership would be 
only too willing to accept and at the same time go a 
long way towards frustrating attempts to maintain 
stability in Lebanon. 

Syria’s uneasy relations with Jordan can likewise 
be expected to undergo further strains, the more so 
because King Hussein has sought to avoid quarelling 
with the Muslim Brotherhood and has tolerated their ac- 
tivities inside his Kingdom. Syria’s relations with Iraq, 
which are already bad, will almost certainly worsen. 


A headache for the Kremlin 


CSO: 4400/95 
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For the Soviet Union, as the big power most in- 
timately concemed with Damascus, Syria could well 
become as big a political headache as Afghanistan is 
already. Syrian rejection of a Saudi Arabian plan which 
the Kremlin favoured is an instance of the Damascene 
tail wagging the Muscovite dog. It is an experience which 
the Soviet Union will be anxious not to see repeated, 
given the size of the stake which the Russians lost ai 
Fez. Moscow wants badly to get back into the Middle 
East as a principal player and not as a spear carrier 
but it is the Soviet Union's friends who now stand in the 
way. According to As-Safir, Syria and other rejectionist 
States told the Fez conference they had resisted repeated 
Soviet attempts to get them to endorse President Leonid 
Brezhnev's call for an international peace conference. 

Yet Moscow must also be aware that President 
Assad was not acting capriciously when he boycotted 
the Fez summit and that the Soviet alliance with Syria 
could become worthless if policies which the Russians 
wish to pursue lead to his downfall. Ine dilemma 
becomes all the more dangerous and difficult to resolve 
as a result of the memorandum on strategic cooperation 
which Israel’s Defence Minister Ariel Sharon and US 
Secretary of Defence Caspar Weinberger signed in 
Washington last week. By this act, the Reagan administ- 
ration was signalling in the clearest possible language 
its determination to keep the Soviet Union out of 
the limelight in the Middle East and, if possible, push 
Moscow still further into the shadows. 

This is a challenge that the Kremlin cannot afford 
to ignore and, in our opinion, it is a stupid one which 
tries to bypass both geo-political realities and the limits 
to Israel’s usefulness as a bulwark against the Soviet 
Union. Moscow can therefore be expected to redouble 
its efforts in the Middle East and may not prove too 
choosy about the methods it employs. 














SYRIA 


OIL MINISTER DISCUSSE. OAPEC ROW, IRAQI PIPELINE 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 50, 14 Dec 81 pp 7-9 
[Interview with Oil Minister Dr Abdel Jabbar Al-Dahhak by Randa Takieddine] 


[Text] Syria's Minister of Oil Dr Abdel Jabbar al-Dahhak last week confirmed that 
Libya had implicitly agreed to discuss Tunisia's membership in the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) before the organisation met last week. 
In an exclusive interview in Abu Dhabi with An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO's Randa 
Takieddine, Dr Dahhak also implied that if Tunisia had informed Libya of its in- 
tention, the political row which marred the meeting might not have occurred. 


Well-informed sources indicate that the Libyans were upset by the fact that the 
Tunisians did not consult them directly on this matter instead of seeking sponsor- 
ship and backing from Kuwait and other Bulf countries such as Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia. 


In has anterview, the Syrian Oil Mimster confirms membership in OAPEC in the hope that they will resp- 
that Iraqi «tude will start arriving at the Lebanese port ‘ond, whether negatively or positively, in the near future. 
of Tnpoli at the end of the month and that transit dues I also suggested that the right of veto enjoyed by 
paid to Syria and Lebanon will be divided according to the three founder members of OAPEC — Libya, Kuwait 
the length of the pipelines crossing the two countries. and Saudi Arabia — be abolished because this right of 
The interview follows: veto sometimes leads to the kind of problems that we 

have faced for the last two days. Similar incidents oc- 
Q: Syria normally sides with Libya on political issues. curred in the early 1970s as a result of this right of veto. 
What is the Syrian position concerning Libya’s refusal Cancelling the right of veto is a long process because it 
to discuss Tunisia’s application to join OAPEC at the would require legal procedure and its consideration by 
organisation’s recent meeting ? Is there any truth in each member country would take a long time. However, 
rumours that you’ tried to convince your Libyan col- I think it is definitely a must, for it would avoid prob- 
league to withdraw his opposition ? lems in the long run. 
A: | am not aware of these rumours. We announced 
our position clearly during the first unfinished OAPEC Q: But it seems that OAPEC members had previously 
ministerial meeting. We said that we welcome any ad- agreed informally to discuss Tunisian membership 
ditional Arab effort to the activities of OAPEC and I of OAPEC at this ministerial meeting. So is it not 
said that we welcome Tunisia’s membership in this surprising that Libya changed its mind ? 
organisation. This is something clear, but we did not A: We heard during the session that the subject had 
approve of the decision that was taken to suspend the been discussed in the presence of Libyan Oil Minister 
mecting. We do not intend to impose any specific po- Abdelsalam al-Zagaar. However, it seemed that new 
licy on our Libyan brothers. We asked that Libya be elements came into play which prevented Libya from 
given cnough time to consider the subject of Tunisian continuing to consider or study this matter. But before 
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this meeting we had heard that there was a definite 
agreement on Tunisia’s membership. I do not see why 
, Tunisia should not be a member of OAPEC and I discus- 
sed the matter extensively with Minister Zagaar. We 
hope that Libya will reach a positive decision on this 
matter. 


Q: Did the Libyans adopt their position for political 
reasons or because of the case between Libya and Tunis- 
ia in the International Court ? 

A: Maybe there are technical reasons, but we cannot 
bet on what came up because in fact there was no prob- 
lem beforehand conceming dis. “sion of Tunisian 
membership in OAPEC. Maybe Tunisia should have inf- 
ommed Libya of the matter. Maybe they should have had 
bilateral diplomatic contacts beforchand. This would 
have cased things between the two countries. 


Q WW Libya dans not withdrow ats refusal and the 
meeting ws suspended, what wall be the effect on the 
activities Of OAPEC ? 


A: 1 suggested that if Libya says no, the mecuny 


Should be suspended until further notice. But | don't 
think any OAPEC minister was pleased with this attit- 
ude. From my contacts with my colleagues | discovered 
that none of them was happy with the idea of a long 
suspension of this session. For that reason I suggested 
that the best solution would be to deprive the founding 
members of their right of veto. We should be members 
with equal rights and thea have a democratic vote on the 
matter to reach a decision on the entry of a country into 
our Organisation. The only problem with this suggestion 
is that it would take a long time. But if the suspension 
were to remain in force for long, this would be the only 
solution. Otherwise Tunisia might decide to withdraw 
its application to join OAPEC. This is also a possible 
solution but we do not wish to obstruct a brother Arab 
country such as Tunisia from joining our organisation if 
it is qualified to do so. 


Q: How will the suspension of this mecting affect 
OAPEC’s activities in the short term? 

A: This subject was discussed in detail. Suspension of 
the ministerial council of OAPEC does not mean the 
interruption of the activities of the organisation. For 
example, OAPEC is preparing for the Second Arab 
Energy Conference. This will go on and the conference 
will be held as expected. The organisation’s budget will 
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follow the same system as last year. In fact directions 
were given to the Secretariat to proceed on the same 


lines in the interim. 


Q: You have signed an agreement with Iraq to pump 
oil through a pipeline in Syria to the Lebanese port of 
Tripoli. When is the agreement with Lebanon going to 
be implemented ? 

A: As you know, concerning the Lebanese side of the 
pipeline agreement, it is only a matter of waiting for 
technical problems to be solved and the settlement of 
sume conditions to guarantee the interests of the three 
countries concemed: Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. The 
agreement with the Iraqis has been signed. There is no 
problem with this. What remain are the technical prob- 
lems which we are preparing to solve in order to receive 
the Iraqi crude and carry it through to Tripoli. The Iraqis 
should be able to start pumping 15 days from the time 
we are ready. It is possible that pumping of Iraq crude 
to Lebanon will begin some time between now and the 
end of the month. The amount of oil that will be pum- 
ped has been fixed at 15 million tonnes a year, or almost 
300,000 b/d. 


Q: is the 1979 agreement between Syria and Iraq on 
the transit dues paid by Iraq to Syria still valid or have 
the transit rights been altered ? 

A: No, the new agreement is being considered as a sup- 
plement to the existing one with the addition of special 
conditions. Thus the original one is still valid and was 
not altered. Concerning oil pumped to Banias, Iraq 
pays Syria 35 cents a barrel. They take off two cents for 
the gas, leaving 33 cents. Conceming transit rights for 
Iraqi crude to Lebanon, a problem arose because in the 
past they were over 35 cents a barrel. Initially they were 
41 cents. We think it is more appropriate to divide the 
ducs acornding to the length of the pipelines in cach 
country. Syna’s share would remain approximately 
within the 31 cents limit, and the remainder for Lebanon. 


Q: How much would Lebanon finally get ? 

A: Lebanon made an agreement with Iraq. I can only 
speak about the Syrian-Iraqi pipeline. Maybe some spec- 
ial arrangement will be made to provide assistance for 
Lebanon. I do not know. 


Q: What is Syria’s present oil production ? 
A: It is 8.5 million tonnes a ycar. We have increased a 


little bit compared to last year, but we reamin within 
this average. 














SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


CLASHES IN ALEPPO, HAMAH, HOMS--Tension prevails in the cities of Aleppo, Hamah 
and Homs in the wake of the wave of clashes and assassinations between the special 
units and the Muslim Brotherhood. According to fresh information reaching the 
Voice of Lebanon Radio, an atmosphere fraught with anxiety and tension prevailed 
in Aleppo the day before yesterday, particularly in the localities of al-Qantari 
and Karm Muyassar after the murder of two members of the special units near the 
big mosque. The bodies of a number of dead civilians have disappeared. A military 
cordon has been thrown around the city which is still at the mercy of bullets and 
shells. Communist leaflets have appeared, calling for resisting the government 
and denouncing its arbitrary actions. In the al-Sabil locality in Aleppo, Muslim 
Brotherhood members attacked the governorate palace after having assassinated a 
party official who was driving a Volkswagen. Heavy military patrols supported by 
tanks, are seen surrounding the governorate palace and imposing the curfew in the 
area. According to reports from Hamah, the city is surrounded and clashes are 
still going on between the special units and the Muslim Brotherhood and the losses 
on both sides are heavy. The officials have threatened to use the air force 
against the city if its rebellion continues. In the city of Homs, after the 
murder of senior Ba'th Party official Mamduh Haddad, an atmosphere of anxiety 


prevails threatening further eruptions. [Text] [NC221355 Beirut Voice of Lebanon 
in Arabic 1215 GMT 22 Dec 81] 


PROTOCOL SIGNED WITH TURKEY--Damascus, (SANA)--Syria and Turkey signed on Sunday a 
protocol which will settle all the cases or properties of Syrian and Turkish na- 
tionals in both countries. Deputy Minister of Justice, Mr Mohammad Muneer Sultan, 
represented the Syrian side in the negotiations, while Turkey was represented by 
the General Director of the Legal Affairs Directorate at the Foreign Ministry. A 
settlement for all the negotiated cases was reached, Mr. Sultan said. The two 
sides agreed on repealing the special measures taken in 1966 concerning the proper- 
ties of Syria and Turkish nationals. He added that the question of those who hold 
both nationalities and whose lands were subject to the Syrian Law of Agrarian Re- 
form was also settled. The negotiations which lasted for 12 days were conducted in 
a friendly atmosphere and in accordance with the principles of good neighbourhood, 
the head of the Turkish delegation commented. [Text] [Damascus SYRIA TIMES in 
English 14 Dec 81 p 2] 
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TUNISIA 


BOURGUIBA'S SON DISCUSSES CURRENT DOMESTIC, FOREIGN POLICIES 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 207, 9 Nov 81 pp 30-33 


/Article by Rabah Munir Shaykh-al-Ard: "For These Reasons, We Have Granted the 
Opposition Freedom of Action''/ 


/Text/ The new stage: The importance of the general parliamentary elections held 
early this month lies in the fact that this is the first time that parties other 
than the ruling Bourguibist party, the Neodestourian Socialist Party, have been 
allowed to enter the general elections since the country's independence from France 
in 1957. In order to provide a climate of greater freedom, the current cabinet, 
under the premiership of Mohamed M'zali, has allowed the Tunisian Communist Party 
to engage in its activity, while the Bourguibists have decided to enter the lists 
of candidates alongside unionists from the Federation of Workers, out of concern 
for "the unity of the left." If tneir objective is realized, the government will 
enjoy greater political stability, which the Bourguibists can rely on in shifting 
the Tunisian economy from a "socialist" philosophy to a more liberal one. To 
strengthen this goal, the forthcoming cabinet will seek to reform the workers’ 
unions on which pressure was exerted after the January 1978 strike, and this ob- 
stacle does not stand in the wey of liberalism. Will this experiment in political 
democracy succeed and will Tunisia, the site of the new Arab League, remain an 
oasis of political moderation in the Arab nation, or will these many measures he 
of no avail in stopping the violent religious wave, especially since the trial of 
the Islamic leaders last 4 December resulted in prison sentences ranging from 6 
months to 11 years? These are questions which AL-DUSTUR brought to Habib Bourguiba 
Jr, the former Tunisian foreign minister and special advisor to President Habib 
Bourguiba. 


AL-DUSTUR: There are people who tend to exalt the status of the government, but 
in every country,in Tunisia as well, there is an opposition, be it obvious or hid- 
den. The single party system there is meeting with opposition. However, the idea 
is now being advanced of allowing the opposition to form a second party which will 
criticize the decisions and policies of the government, although the existing 
Destour Party will remain the leading one and opposition activity will continue to 
be restricted to the existing Destourian framework. What is the reason for allow- 
ing an official cast to be imparted to the opposition for the first time since 
independence? 
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Bourguiba Jr: I would like you to read the excerpt from the speech in which this 
permission was announced, at the inauguration of the party conference, and the way 
in which it spelled out party pluralism. It said, "Political or social organiza- 
tions can present themselves for election.” This brings up one of our principles, 
which is that a political party does not have to be accepted or not accepted, but 
must win the acceptance of the masses, and have a background and popularity and 
consequently pelple to vote for it and give it their confidence. It is not suffic- 
ient that it be given a permit. Our party has not approached anyone yet to receive 
permission to exist, and the constitution is open to other parties. In 1962 we 
suspended the activity of the Communist Party, in the wake of the attempt to assas- 
sinate the president and the proof that this party was implicated init. It still 
is not allowed to engage in political activity. We said that it could draw up 
political or social formations if it presented itself for election, on condition 
that it commit itself to the charter, which means, first of all, that it not be af- 
filiated with another country aside from Tunisia, secondly that it not infringe on 
the constitution, and thirdly that it not infringe on the achievements the country 
has made so far. 


AL-DUSTUR: However, the failure to be affiliated with a foreign country is open 
to broad interpretation. Let us presume that there are people who believe in Arab 
unity. 

BOURGUIBA Jr: "Foreign countries" mean any Arab or non-Arab country. A Party's 
relations must ke restricted to Tunisia. It cannot be Islamic either; even the 
use of religion as a political doctrine is not accepted and we will fight against 
it, because religion is not politics. Although the Islamic religion, in the last 
analysis, is a social compact, its interpretation is open to exploitation. 
AL-DUSTUR: What about nationalism? 

Bourguiba Jr: Tunisian nationalism; there is no nationalism besides that. The 
allegiance of the nationalist is to Tunisia, Naturally we have Arab feelings. 
There are many Arab countries which are brothers but they are different. We take 
a firm stand on that issue. 

AL-DUSTUR: So the opposition must be Tunisian? 


Bourguiba Jr: For the benefit of Tunisia, not for the benefit of anything else, 
and it must be constructive. 


AL-DUSTUR: Within "Tunisian nationalism?" 
Bourguiba Jr: Yes, Tunisian nationalism. 
AL-DUSTUR: Religion does not enter into its principles? 


Bourguiba Jr: Foreign principles do not enter into it and we do not permit the 
exploitation of religion. 


102 





AL-DUSTUR: That is, the nationalism is a separation of church and state and is 
secular? 


Bourguiba Jr: Let us not say “it separates church and state," because that is dif- 
ficult in an Islamic society. However, the exploitation of religion is what we 
are standing up against. 


AL-DUSTUR: Isn't that because that creates factionalism? 


Bourguiba Jr: Exploitation of religion does not content itself with creating fac- 
tionalism --it strikes out at the lowest aspects of man. That is alien to the 
health of the society and is very dangerous for society. 


AL-DUSTUR: These are the duties of the opposition. What are its rights? 


Bourguiba Jr: Its rights are to produce an alternative. If it does not like some- 
thing, and criticizes it, it can produce an alternative to it, and a discussion 
can take place on that, because rights and obligations are interconnected. They 
are two sides of the same coin. 


AL-DUSTUR: A Tunisian coin, of course. 
Bourguiba Jr: Certainly. This means that that i: precisely our situation. 


AL-DUSTUR: To what extent does that approach the democratic system in effect in 
Britain? 


Bourguiba Jr: I don't care one whit. Britain has its history and I have mine. 
Why should I deny that? I would not reject one iota of what others are proceeding 
to do, be they France, Britain, America or Italy. In any event, we do not want 
anything Italian. Have you observed democracy in action in Italy? Or Britain-- 
what is going on in Belfast? Is this democracy? As you can see, one can even 
talk about the "mother of democracy." 


AL-DUSTUR: However, can't you actually discuss Belfast in Britain? 


Bourguiba Jr: I do not mean discussing it; rather, it is that democracy is the 
issue under discussion. I want to discuss the real situation. Britain is not 
democratic, it is a militarocracy and bankocracy (rule by the army and the banks). 
What is the difference between Belfast and Beirut? Democracy, like a plant, must 
be planted and watered and its fruits picked, then watered again, and 7 centuries 
of effort and care must accompany its growth. 


AL-DUSTUR: But in spite of Tunisia's interest in its growth and its responsibili- 
ties toward itself, it still plays an Arab role and always has played one. 


Bourguiba Jr: But against existing Arab currents. They renounced Tunisia two or 
three times, and Tunisia was ahead of the times, unfortunately. Would that events 
had proved it wrong! In 1956, when we entered the Arab League we went out the 
same day asking that the Arab League not impose its policies on its member 
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countries_because we considered that it had been turned into a department of the 
/Egyptian/ foreign ministry or intelligence. In 1964, when Bourguiba talked in 
Jericho, they renounced him again; who is the estremist today, Bourguiba or Yasir 
‘Arafat? 


AL-DUSTUR: What did he say in Jericho? 


Bourguiba Jr: He talked of going back to the partition resolution, and they re- 
nounced him. He said, “Recognize the real situation, on the condition that that 
be based on the partition resolution, which is the birth certificate for Israel 

and Palestine and gives the United Nations the function of a policeman who will 
watch over this partition." And they renounced him. However, in 1967 they secret- 
ly gave agreement to his opinion although they did not make any progress beyond his 
position. Now it appears that the_recognition has taken place, although it was 
"the traitor" /who was responsible/. The league itself has become established in 
Tunisia. This is not to acknowledge that Tunisia has a leading role but it means 
that people have found that Tunisia provokes less opposition t! n other places and 
is more stable. 


AL-DUSTUR: It was said recently that Tunisia acted as an intermediary between 
Algeria and Morocco in resolving the problem of the Sahara and in creating peace 
in Forth Africa. 


Bourguiba Jr: By God, Tunisia, as my father taught us, does not look for the role 
of mediator, but, if any fruitful beneficial activity is requested of it by others, 
we are prepared to provide it. 


AL-DUSTUR: In spite of Tunisian nationalism, doesn't Tunisia remain an Arab 
country? 


Bourcuiba Jr: Naturally. The word "nationalism" does not mean the rejection of 
membership in the family. I have my personality; should I refuse to call myself 
Bourguiba? Ne. I am Habib Bourguiba Jr. However, I have my uncle, my male 
cousin and my female cousin, and I do not renounce then. 


AL-DUSTUR: Was Tunisia asked to perform this mediation between Algeria and 
Morocco? 


Bourguiba Jr: Unfortunately, none of the efforts we sought came to anything. We 
told them, "People, instead of fighting in the field, fight at the table with some 
calm." 


AL-DUSTUR: Of course there was an African conference that investigated the con- 
flict over the Sahara. 


Bourguiba Jr: Our hope is that there be some guidance and intelligence. 
AL-DUSTUR: Does Tunisia consider itself a nonaligned country? 


Bourguiba Jr: Although this was discussed in 1961, Tunisia was not invited to 
the first conference in Belgrade. The invitation came only after the battle of 
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Bizerte. Before that we were considered traitors; this was one of the leftovers 
of Jericho. ‘Abd-al-Nasir, Nehru, Tito and Soekarno were in command. Those four 
men have died, but at that time they were che "wise men." ‘Abd-al-Nasir rejected 
Bourguiba because Bourguiba stood up to ‘Abd-al-Nasir and rejected his broad domi- 
nance, '‘Abd-al-Nasir did not forgive Bourguiba for that but died 2 weeks after he 
Started to speak sensibly. This means that logic was so intense it killed him. 
When he started speaking reasonably and talking in the language of realism and act- 
ing in manner that was closer to what was practicable and farther from anarchy, he 
died. All that killed him. 


AL-DUSTUR: What is your position on Palestine now? 


Bourguiba Jr: I told you that we are more committed to the cause of Palestine than 
the Palestinians are. We are permanently committed to the birth certificate that 
was given to the two countries, one to the Zionists and the other to the Palestinians. 


AL-DUSTUR: Why? The last part given to Israel in this resolution remains Palestin- 
ian, whatever the international resolutions might have been. 


Bourguiba Jr: This is the difference between theory and reality! Something un- 
natural and improper was imposed on us; indeed, it is an injustice. But let me 
stick to it. It is an injustice but through it I can obtain something. I can ob- 
tain an opportunity, put my foot down and regain my country. 


AL-DUSTUR: After you put your foot down, what do you do? 

Bourguiba Jr; That is my business. What I do is my business, and it is not my 
obligation to say. The dynamism of peace has its logic. If I declare peace with 
Israel and impose it on Israel, I have weakened it. It can live only through war, 
and a declaration of, and the declaring of peace will solve the problem in itself, 
in my opinion. There is a book which I read titled “Israel Is Prey To the Threat 
of Peace" written by someone named Marc Hillel in 1967. The title took my fancy 
and the whole idea is spelled out within it. 

AL-DUSTUR: But al-Sadat has declared what he called peace. 

Bourguiba Jr: That came late and was founded on a flimsy basis. 


AL-DUSTUR: But wasn't he more ready to give in? 


Bourguiba Jr: He was not ready to give in; he acknowledged reality, in the sense 
that we are not in a position that allows us to fight Israel. 


AL-DUSTUR: So what should we do? 
Bourguiba Jr: We should busy our minds with that, be practical, and be men. — 


AL-DUSTUR: Tunisia has achieved extensive progress in its economic development, 
and has moved to the forefront of Arab non-oil countries in terms of per capita 
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income level, which is considered one of the most important indices of economic 
growth. Can we attribute these achievements to “realism” in Bourguibist policy or 
to something else? 


Bourguiba Jr: The secret is the sweat that pours forth from the efforts made from 
the top to the bottom of society. 


AL-DUSTUR: However, in Tunisia there is some disguised unemployment, in spite of 
this progress. 


Bourguiba Jr: Unemployment exists and may be attributed to the fact that we have 
not created adequate job opportunities. 


AL-DUSTUR: Many Tunisian workers are working in Europe. 

Bourguiba Jr: hat is a blessing, thank God. 

AL-DUSTUR: Now that brings cash remittances back to the Tunisian economy. 
Bourguiba Jr: Even if they didn't send a single dinar the blessing is that we do 
not need to support them. Were they not working abroad, unemployment would be 
more extensive. 

AL-DUSTUR: In providing new job opportunities and in supporting its remarkable 
industrial development, Tunisia may need considerable Arab assistance; what is the 
amount of financial aid the Arab countries are offering? 

Bourguiba Jr: This aid became important to the Tunisian economy only 2 and a half 
years ago. However, before the 1978-79 period, it was less important than what we 
had been receiving from non-Arab countries. 

AL-DUSTUR: What are the sources of this aid? 

Bourguiba Jr: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates. 
AL-DUSTUR: What has made it significant to the Tunisian economy? 

Bourguiba Jr: Perhaps these countries felt that affiliation with Arabhood meant 
something more than mere verbiage and perhaps they felt that the freeze that had 
been put on Iran's funds in the United States made the investment of funds in 
Arab countries more beneficial. 

AL-DUSTUR: Ien't this aid conditional in some way or another? 

Bourguiba Jr: They have imposed no conditions whatsoever. 

AL-DUSTUR: What is the volume of this aid, and what are the mechanisms for it? 
Bourguiba Jr: Arab funds have proliferated. Among these are the Arab Social 


Fund in Kuwait, the emirates’ fund and the Saudi Fund. The amounts were arrived 
at as a consequence of embarrassment. The United States, Germany and France gave 
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us more aid than all the Arabs put together. Arab aid up to 3 years ago caze to 
no more than 15 percent of our various foreign financial revenues. It has risen 
now to more than 50 percent. 


AL-DUSTUR: Is this Arab money adequate to meet the fiscal deficit in revenues 
needed to finance the new 5-year plan? 


Bourguiba Jr: The coming 5-year plan is very ambitious and most frankly the money 
that exists is not sufficient. 


AL-DUSTUR: What is the scope of this ambitious plan? 


Bourguiba Jr: We intend to invest about $20 billion in the next 5 years and we 
have not yet got $15 billion. We are still short by one quarter the necessary 
funds. 


AL-DUSTUR: In addition to chat, Europe is suffering from an overall crisis which 
will cause many Tunisian workers to return to the country, increasing the severity 
of the problem and consequently the need for Arab funds. 


Bourguiba Jr: We have created special projects for that, to encourage Arab in- 
vestors, especially since many of the people coming back possess advanced skills, 
raising economic yield and redr.cing capital consumption. 


AL-DUSTUR: It is well known that most of these projects involve the phosphate, 
chemical, fertilizer and fishing and fish processing industries, the improvement 
of tourism and upgrading of agriculture and fundamental base services. Don't 
these projects aim at reducing unemployment in part? 


Bourguiba Jr: In addition to employment, we are aspiring basically to reduce 
imports and to orient ourselves fundamentally to dealing with the basic problem 
facing Arab countries and other countries in the developing world. Officials 
rarely give this the attention it deserves. Here in Tunisia we have devoted at- 
tention to it because it is the problem of the future, when the needs will be 
greater: this the problem of food, and the need to develop farming so we will 
not succumb to the food problem. This means that in addition to land reclamation 
we have sta._ced irrigating land lying downstream from dams and making expamied 
use of all aspects of modern farming. 


AL-DUSTUR: Fu'ad Sarruf gave that the name of "agriculturization," which in 
reality is an aspect of comprehensive industrialization. However, in addition to 
agriculturalization you are also concerned with industrialization in the narrow 
sense, 


Bourguiba Jr: We have a program for heavy industry such as the production of 
engines operating on ciesel fuel, trucks, transport vehicles and so forth. 


AL-DUSTUR: However, agriculture and industry need energy. What are the prospects 
with respect to oil in Tunisia? 
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Bourguiba Jr: We have many companies exploring for oil. Although we are meeting 
domestic oil needs, we urgently need to come up with more before 1986 or 1987. 


AL-DUSTUR: What about natural gas? 


Bourguiba Jr: We have some offshore but its production is now declining. There 
is always the hope of finding new sources. 


AL-DUSTUR: Do you see hope for the agricultural revolution? 

Bourguiba Jr: There has to be a balance between agriculture and industry. What 
is the use of creating great economic installations if you cannot feed the people 
who are doing the work? 


Al.-DUSTUR: If we take a long view at Tunisia's future at the end of the present 
decade, would you describe this view as one of hope or is it fraught with economic 
and social problems? 


Bourguiba Jr: The main problem is the increase in population. 


AL-DUSTUR: However, you have carried out birth control and family planning for a 
long time. 


Bourguiba Jr: Yes, but the rate /just/ dropped from 3.6 to 2.6 percent. 
AL-DUSTUR: Which of course is high. 


Bourguiba Jr: It ought to be about 2 percent and be trending toward further 
decline, 


AL-DUSTUR: Naturally there are social and economic reasons for this, but the other 
problem is the deficiency in increased productivity, I believe. I have seen masses 
of people in a period too short to permit me to make judgments but my first in- 
pression is that the people here read little, in comparison with other areas of 
the nation, although Tunisia is famous for its culture. I do not understand that. 


Bourguiba Jr: Don't expect people to read in the streets! 

AL-DUSTUR: That's true, but they do not read in coffee houses, where many of 
them spend long hours of the day. However, you are, of course, concerned with 
developing Arab culture, especially Arab scientific culture. 


Bourguiba Jr: Our concern with it is total and comprehensive. Everything takes 
time. 


11887 
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TUNISIA 


FORERUNNERS, DEVELOPMENTS, TRENDS OF LEFT REVIEWED 


Tunis LE MAGHREB in French No 30, 7 Nov 81, pp 16-19 


[Article by Mohamed Hizem, former minority member of the "Amel Tounsi" group: 
"The Left in Tunisia: Reaction--Democratic Revolution Is Not An Insurrectionary 
Process" ] 


[Text] First of all one should define the "left" or, preferably, progressive 
doctrine. It should be understood that such a definition cannot be made by 
reference to an ideology but must necessarily be made by reference to specific 
policy. Nowadays the most barbarous and reactionary acts are committed in the 
name of progressive ideologies (interventions, wars of occupation, concentration 
camps, etc). 


Generally speaking, anything ‘1s progressive which develops mobilization, the 
conscious and voluntary participation of the people in the transformation of the 
present and the creation of a better future. Criteria which define the forces 
of progress correspond in a more practical sense to each country and specific 
situation. I shall propose several criteria for our country, its situation 
being characterized by an increase in the national and democratic struggle. 


What Is Progressive Is That Which: 


Strengthens the country's political independence and its sovereignty. 
Strengthens and increases democratic freedoms. 

Strengthens the unity of our nation's people and its struggle for social 
progress. 

Develops the country's economy in the direction of freeing it from exploitation 
and foreign stranglehold. 

Expands the unity of the Arab nation in its struggle for liberation particularly 
against the hegemony of the two superpowers. 

Expands the struggle for peace and national liberation in the world as well as 


equality among nations. 


Out of these six criteria the first two are the most important, since the criterion 
concerning democratic freedoms is the one which in our opinion is the condition 
for the country's healthy and guaranteed development in all areas. 
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However, an assessment of how progressive a given political party is can only be 
done on the basis of an overall analysis over a long period of time of the party's 
different policies as a group, with all their more or less contradictory elements. 
It is remarkable for any party to be able to claim that it only has progressive 
stands, that it always has them, and that it has them in all areas. So one must 
analyze the different aspects one by one and single out the primary aspect and the 
secondary aspect at each stage as well as the general development trends and the 
internal and external factors in that development. 


To talk about the left in Tunisia means first of all to refer to the immense 
historical contribution of the CGTT [General Confederation of Labor of Tunisia?], 
of M'hammed Ali El Hammi, and of the preparatory work carried out by the Tunisian 
Communist Cell, "Al-Shu'Bahal-Shuyu 'Iyahal-Tunisiyah," in the 1920's up until 
1926. That small group of Tunisians--Mokhtar Ayari and Bechir Boudamghaa who 
trained the managers of the CGTT organizational framework, and others--were the 
real founders of the national movement, at a time when the old Destour party was 
caught up in salon discussion and personal quarrels and was counting on the inter- 
vention of this or that power in Tunisia's favor. 


The Tunisian left was born with that first group of communists and intellectual 
patriots whose finest representatives were M"hammed Ali and Tahar Haddad. 


However, the soundness of their policy, their devotion and their courage, at the 
time when French colonialism was at the pinnacle of its power, were not enough to 
balance the situation, and that flame was prematurely extinguished. But it left 
indelible memories and an immense thirst for freedom among the Tunisian people. 


With the disappearance of this first movement, the Tunisian political scene 
remained gloomy for a long time. Several Tunisian political groups, particularly 
the Neo-Destour, and the Tunisian section of the French Communist Party and its 
trade union counterpart, presented themselves as heirs of the first group of CGTT 
communists. Therefore it is important to analyze the policy of these two forces 
during the 1930's and 1940's in order to grasp the principal features of the 
evolution of the left. 


First of all, the Tunisian section of the PCF [French Communist Party], later 
called the PCT [Tunisian Communist Party], was not a continuation of the afore- 
mentioned communist group but was a creation of the PCF initially based mainly 
within the trade union movement of French workers and allied to some Tunisian 
intellectuals who made it possible to integrate a portion of the Tunisian workers 
into the principal French trade union organization, the "CGT" [General Confedera- 
tion of Labor]. This was at a time when a portion of the trade union leaders from 
the first "CGTT," including Belgacem Gennaoui, was continuing to carry out clandes- 
tine and autonomous trade union activity. 


While the pioneers of the Tunisian left were clearly defending Tunisia's right to 
independence, the "PCT" was advocating the liberation of the Tunisian nation within 
the framework of the French Union. While the pioneers were defending the right of 
the Tunisian working class to an independent organization, the "PCT" was opposed 

to the rebirth of the independent "CGTT" and was organizing a trade union 

movement which championed the privileges bestowed by the French colonial system 

on workers of French blood in order to encourage French imnigration to Tunisia 
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(the Colonial Outsider Subsidy). While the pioneers did anything and everything 
to unify the Tunisian nationalist movement, forcing even the remnants of the 

old Destour Party to support the "CGTT," the "PCT" was more concerned about 
struggling against an almost non-existent Tunisian bourgeoisie than against the 
main fact of colonialisn. 


Therefore, the Tunisian working class and the Tunisian nation were torn between 

a "Tunisian" "Communist" party--poles apart from the pioneers of communism in terms 
of its policy, not very Tunisian in its leadership, and practically not Tunisian 

at all in its strategy--and a Neo-Destour party, middle-class, reformist, some- 
times contradictory but more receptive to the genuine aspirations of the Tunisian 
nation. They were not torn long and were slowly swayed to one side. This was 
speeded up with the creation of the UGTT [Tunisian General Federation of Labor]. 


At the end of the 1940's there was a national party, the Neo-Destour, and an 
increasingly isolated group of intellectuals who had lost all popular basis of 
support, the "PCT." At that time the "PCT" attempted to adjust their aim but it 
was too late. The party had had enough chance to be tried and tested. 


A question arises: between the "PCT" and the Neo-Destour which represented the 
left at that time? 


The answer is clear, immediate and indisputable. 


The Neo-Destour was of the left and the "PCT" was not. The Tunisian nation, which 
had supported the Neo-Destour, had not made a bad choice--fortunately. 


The period of the 1950's was dominated by the struggle to complete the 

achievement of political independence and create the new Tunisian state. The 

main political split was the one relating to the Youssefist affair. In this 
regard two different aspects must be analyzed: on the one hand, Ben Youssef, the 
main officials of his group, and the bey's court which supported him secretly; and 
on the other hand, the peasant movement mainly in the southern and central parts 
of the country which fought for the cause of Youssefism for a short time. The 
former represented the interests of certain big landowners as well as a part of the 
commercial middle-class which saw itself threatened by the rise of an intellectual 
lower-middle-class which was likely to take over the new state authority. The 
people in the former group did not historically have much to do with the left. 
Including Ben Youssef, they were the most hestiant and temporizing elements and 
the ones most inclined to compromise within the nationalist movement. Their 
program, which can be glimpsed in the program of the farmers’ union at that time 
and in the stands announced by their leaders, has nothing progressive. Their 
secession was very serious (in spite of the fact it was rapidly brought under 
control). It forced the Tunisian state, just being born, to rely on the support 
of that French colonialism from which the nation wanted to free itself. French 
colonialism could not have found a finer opportunity to maintain its bases for 
military operations and to protect its economic privileges during the time up 
until the end of Youssefism in 1958-1959. 


As for the peasants, they were egged on by exploiting their independence fervor 
for civil war on a regional and tribal basis, but most of them opted out when 
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they understood Ben Youssef's irresponsibility, his wild imaginings, and his 
unkept promises. 


Furthermore, the working class countered the Youssefist movement in different 
forms and thereby played a decisive role in its defeat. It was the working 

class with its different trade unionist leanings, it was the intellectuals, and it 
was all of our patriotic citizens, who stood in Ben Youssef's way; and who at the 
same time opposed, in one way or another, French army interference; and who fought 
for the abolition of the privileges and the economic stranglehold bequeathed by 
colonialism; and who represented the left in Tunisia. 


One portion of tiiese forces subsequently played a major role in the country's 
political and economic evolution during the period of excessive state interference 
in the economy in the 1960's. 


The directions and measures taken during that period must be carefully analyzed 
in order to learn vital lessons, lessons from a period which traumatized a large 
part of the Tunisian nation on a longterm basis, and which brought the country to 
the brink of collapse, famine and civil war. 


The principal justification for the directions taken in that period was the 
observation that the nation's middle class was incapable of promoting any kind of 
economic development in the country, just as it had appeared to be during the 
first few years of independence. Hence, it was concluded that there was a need 
for the state (in actual fact, the newly-formed state bourgeoisie) to take the 
entire body of economic machinery in hand. What did this come down to in actual 
fact? 


In actual fact, this highly debatable pretext was used for the take-over of most 
of the country's economic machinery by the state. The result was a situation in 
which a small group of persons who were relying on the state's coercive power and 
the supply of foreign capital concentrated such enormous economic power in their 
own hands in centralizing fashion that any mistake became a catastrophe and any 
dishonesty bled the nation's resources. The result was also the development of 

a completely dictatorial style of management for economic activity, a style which 
gradually contaminated all areas of government activity and ended up in the trans- 
formation of relations between citizens and the state into relations of mistrust, 
opposition, fear, dictatorship, and passive resistance. 


The realities are there to provide proof. In a fundamental sense the directions 
taken in the 1960's constituted a serious error which heavily mortgaged the 
country’s future due to: 


~ the acute stresses on rural society which led to near abandonment of agriculture 
in vast areas, especially in the central and southern regions and to a heavy 
rural exodus; 


- the breakdown of the broad-based class front united around Destour, and the 
hegemony established by certain pressure groups, a hegemony which finds expression 
in the efforts to make the UGTT give its allegiance to the PSD and in the trans- 
formation of the government scene into a yes-man conglomerate; and, 
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- the rise of a class of bureaucrats who have become accustomed to making the 
decisions at all times and in all places and who have acquired an economic power 
such that it has made them the country's dominant class. 


In my opinion the three elements listed above have constituted the characteristic 
features of the country's economic and political situation from the 1960's up to 
the beginning of the 1980's. Since the beginning of that time, everything which 
was subsequently done only represented variations set against the same backdrop. 
However, one might make the observation that during the 1960's certain useful 
achievements were accomplished (El Fouledh, cellulose, etc). But I think that the 
achievements of the 1970's are quite a bit more striking: 


- the relative emancipation of private initiative, which has resulted in a signifi- 
cant expansion of the nation's middle class and a clear improvement in the living 
conditions of the people: however, this development has not always been directed 
at the country's most urgent economic needs, to say the least; and, 


- the restriction on government arbitrariness in economic matters and in its 
relations with citizens. 


What was the stance of the left in Tunisia with respect to the country's situation 
during the 1960's? And what was the left? 


The Destour Left had for the most part been carried along in the interventionist 
and anti-people policy of the 1960's and for this reason it broke most of its ties 
to the people. 


The trade unionists and the lamented Ahmed Tlili at their head fought to preserve 
trade union independence and to protect the working class from Ben Salah's 
disastrous policy, but they gradually became divided and were brought under 
centrol. 


Certain middle-class democrats hesitantly expressed reservations but did not 
undertake any active opposition activity. 


The "PCT" for the second time in its history stood on the side opposed to the 
people. It supported the most extreme interventionist measures under the pretext 
of socialism. It supported the stifling of the UGTT under the pretext of struggle 
against America's agents (TJili and Achour?). It supported repression of the 
peasant movement under the pretext of struggle against big landowners! It 
supported (and continued to do so) an anti-people policy, counting on the 
isolation of the gang in power and on opportunities opened up due to that 
‘situation. 


By the very fact of this policy the PCT has shown proof of its extreme "dogmatism": 
adoption of a strategy counting on the liberation of Tunisia in the framework of 

a socialist French Union during the colonial period--a copying of the USSR situa- 
tion--, and support of a dictatorial anti-people policy financed by foreign 

capital under the pretext that state control is progressive. 


Likewise the PCT has shown proof of its lack of receptiveness to the aspirations 
and appeals of the people during these two time periods. While during the first 
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period it lost its trade union base, during the second it lost its intellectual 
base and became a small group of isolated intellectuals clinging more than ever 
to their dogmas. 


It was during this last period, characterized by the abdication or impotence of 
the country's different so-called “leftist” factions, that the new left was born 
as an historical necessity, mainly represented by the GEAST [expansion unknown] 
organization (Al-‘Amil Al-Tunisi). 


At the beginning of its existence "GEAST" was mainly a forum. In fact, in the 
atmosphere of suppression at the time and faced with the PCT's rigid conceptions, 
the "Tunisian Worker" brought together young intellectuals of different leanings: 
Arab nationalists, former PCT members, Trotskyites, former Destourians illegally 
returning from banishment, etc. Orientation towards Marxism was gradual and 
resulted from the power of Marxism as social science and from its influence on all 
of the world's intellectual youth, as well as from the radical nature of GEAST. 
Two factors greatly accelerated this development: 


1) The June 1967 defeat which sounded the death knell for the Arab nationalist 
movement as a force capable of leading the liberation movement of the Arab nation; 
and, 


2) The Cultural Revolution in China which had a profound impact on all of the 
world's youth because of the very fact of the independent and major role Chinese 
youth seemed to be playing in it. 


It can be asserted that GEAST showed proof of its popular nature from its 
beginning because of the fact that it actively supported the peasant movement 
and the struggle for the preservation of trade union independence and that it 
denounced the dictatorial, nonsocialist, and anti-people character of the policy 
of the 1960's. It likewise dissociated itself early on from the forces in the 
world maneuvering to broaden their domination in the name of socialism and 
progress--Soviet social-imperialism. 





Ever since the "Tunisian Worker" declared its Marxism, its history has been that of 
the struggle of Marxism to set itself up as an independent political movement and 
to unite with the practical experience of the Tunisian people. During this long 
and hard struggle the "Tunisian Worker" has participated a great deal in the 
expansion of democratic struggles, it has supported struggles of the people in 
resolute fashion, it has deepened the struggle of the Tunisian people against 
imperialism, and it has contributed to the spreading of Marxist thought. 


However, the "Tunisian Worker" could not transform itself into a genuinely 
Marxist movement and that was for several reasons: 


- Initial ideological heterogeneity combined with the influence which a "leftist" 
Trotskyite current of ideas was able to have at the beginning; 


- The inatility to change its class base which has remained solely intellectual 
with all the bad aspects that entails; 
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- The main reason lies in the increased tendency towards absence of any 
democratic internal activity; and, 


- The surrounding political conditions characterized by the total absence of 
democracy. 


It should be noted that the principal official ideological changes in the "Tunisian 
Worker" were not the result of broad internal debate but were rather the combination 
of chance mishaps (repression) with some isolated activity coming to maturity, 

which resulted in such-and-such person or group being more disposed to adopt 
such-and-such position and in its doing so in the name of the organization as soon 
as the opportunity presented itself without the organization being prepared for 

it. However, this is not a judgment on the long internal maturing period which 

has taken place over a long period of time. 


The “Tunisian Worker" is also characterized by the fact that it has given birth to 
a great number of channels of various political sympathies, by the fact that it has 
experienced exireme instability among its leading managers, by the fact that it has 
experienced an >xtremely high number of resignations, etc. However, its struggle 
has been of the greatest importance because it prepared the ground for Tunisian 
Marxism combining with local reality in its complexity and diversity. 


The most important mistakes made by this organization are dogmatic in nature, 
relating to the nature of society, to the nature of the revolution and its needs, 
etc. 


We think that democratic revolution is a drawn-out historical process in which a 
vast conglomeration of classes takes part, classes which take over from each cther 
in turn under the guidance of that process in accordance with particular stages. 


The nation's vidd]~> class led this class front during the struggle against 
colonialism, and certain layers among that front are continuing to participate 

in the democratic .evolution. The working class and society's most advanced 
forces must increase their role in order to lead in the sense of uniting around 
them a maximum of the country's political and social forces with the exception of 
one minority group. 


For us the working class's providing the finishing touches for the leadership of 
the democratic revolution constitutes the crowning achievement of that revolution 
and the beginning of a new stage. 


In our country democratic revolution is not an insurrectionary process but is a 
many-sided long-term struggle in which the aspect of social struggle is not 
predominant. That struggle exists as a reflection of economic contradictions and 
also as struggle for leadership. 


The overall trend is that the middle-class is less and less capable of leading the 
democratic revolution and advancing it, while the working class represents the 
future. 


Editor's Note: To date we have not received the independent views of Mokhtar 
Kraiem. 
9631 
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TUNISIA 


EDITORIAL EXAMINES FUTURE OF OPPOSITION, DEMOCRACY 
Tunis DIALOGUE in French No 375, 9 Nov 81 pp 24-25 
[Editorial by Raja El Almi: "What Future For the Opposition?"] 


[Text] Since the National Front won all seats at the 1 November election, the 
opposition will not gain entry to the Chamber of Deputies. 


That was the result of the ballotting and it was understandably bitter and 
disappointing for the political groupings which along with the National Front 
submitted their lists to the voters. In fact, besides the fact that no opposition 
representative was elected, neither of the two groupings which are not legally 
recognized, namely the MUP [Popular Unity Movement] and MDS [Movement of Socialist 
Democrats] achieved the 5 percent level considered by President Bourguiba as a 
political indicator of influence. The disappointment and bitterness of these 
movements are all the more understandable because even though they stated on 
several occasions, via their party leaders cutting in on radio and television, that 
they did not expect to get seats, it seems that they were nevertheless hoping for 
some. And besides, were they not justified in hoping, to the extent that anyone 
running, above and beyond his political determination to participate in the 
democratic process, would bring along the hope of winning the election battle? 
Objections, accusations, and criticisms, which are undoubtedly explained by the 
disappointment which is felt, have been expressed by this group and that group. 
But with regard to their substance and their form we will leave these aside, 
bearing in mind that the Bourguibian system of government provided this country 
with solid institutions and just laws to rule on matters like these. However, 

let us also add that it is perhaps by showing respect for the institutional and 
legislative framework that a journalist will be better able to serve the cause 

of democracy, since taking sides is an implicit confession of a lack of confidence 
in the institutions and laws. 


Regarding the election, several interesting aspects stick in our minds: 


1) After seeing the reaction of some and the reaction of others, one wonders 
whether the opposition, unlike the government, and implementing a philosophical 
shift in its approach, did not want to make the 1 November election simultaneously 
into the instrument, the symbol, and the end result of the democratic process 
launched in April 1981. In actual fact, polarization with respect to the election 
and its results, a poloarization of which there had been no hint during the 
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campaign, did appear. And this polarization is perverse to the extent that it 
dramatizes the election, which is only one among a number of stages of the 
democratic process. It dramatizes it by changing it into an indicator of the good 
or ill health, the truth or falseness of democratic progress. This is as if the 
alternative had been the following: if there were opposition members in the 
chamber that would mean that there is a democratic process; if there are not any 
of them that means the process does not exist. The issue has never before arisen 
or been formulated in this fashion by anybody whatsoever, including the opposition. 
The issue was that of participation in order to strengthen the democratic process. 
There was no mandatory result if only because in any election the balance struck 
by the people reigns supreme, and if only because nobody was able to prejudge 
opposition results in an initial experiment. 


So it is a matter of putting the 1 November election back into more reasonable 
perspective. It was an important and special stage in the democratic process. Its 
results only confirmed expectations. It was well known that the National Front, 
through the alliance of the PSD [Destourian Socialist Party] with the UGTT 
[Tunisian General Federation of Labor], lined up the best chances for victory in a 
battle which the opposition itself considered unequal in a qualitative sense. 


The great strength of the National Front was well known. 


Regarding representation within the Chamber of Deputies, it would have been 
desirable to see the opposition gain entry if only in a modest way. Along these 
lines Mohamed Mzali told LE MATIN newspaper in Paris, "Personally I would have 
liked to see some members of the opposition sitting in Parliament." He added, 

"But all the same I could not help them!" Therefore, since the paramount role the 
PSD played in the decision to set off on a democratic road is well known, it would 
be fruitless to want to consider the election results as a retreat along that road. 


2) The democratic process started 18 months ago now has never been presented as 

a reality which would be achieved all at once. The very word 'process," which has 
been adopted by everyone, Destourians as well as opposition members, implies that 
there is a progression and does not conceal the fact that difficulties might 
arise. On this plane the speeches made during the last few months and the 
analyses made by the government and the PSD have been frank and clear: no retreat 
on the road to democracy, no weakening of the political will which underlies and 
supports that enormous undertaking, but no precipitate haste either and no putting 
on blinders--democracy is a painstakingly and tirelessly built structure and is 
acquired on an ongoing basis. It is not given but is won and it cannot be set 

up in its perfect form in a day. It presupposes a gestation period, maturation, 
refinement of political practices, a revolution in mental attitudes. This at 
least is the case if one understands democracy to be a reality in concrete form 
because it is accepted and not a formal and formalistic organization of political 
activity in our country. Therefore, the point must be reached where the body 

of society, which is also political, supports democracy not only by its expecta- 
tions but also by giving forth what will guarantee strength and content for 
democracy. 


Therefore this business is not a battle between rival groupings but is a matter 


of participation by everyone to advance the country along the democratic road. 
On this level, what should be remembered is not the victory/defeat vocabulary 
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of confrontation or the vocabulary of figures but rather the value of participation 
and what it implies. 


Let us remember that: 


- Lists competing with the PSD--in this case the National Front--were able to be 
offered for the first time. 


- Political groupings were able to freely and publicly express their opinions 
via their political leaders on radio and television without moderating their 
criticisms for the first time. 


- Those groupings were able to organize public meetings everywhere they were 
running lists of candidates and were able to communicate their ideas and defend 
their programs for the first time, whatever people say. 





- Finally, even though the PCT [Tunisian Communist Party] along among them is a 
legal party the other parties which publish newspapers are already being 
tolerated for the first time, pending the time when "perhaps one day soon 
President Bourgiuba may recognize them," as Mohamed Mzali stated recently. 


What then? 
This situation is already an important step towards democracy. 


One only has to look here and there to see how little comparison there is with 
situations in other Third World countries. This does not mean that Bourguiba's 
Tunisia will therefore be satisfied with that. Quite the contrary. But while it 
is to the Tunisians' credit that they always look higher and further to compare 
Tunisia's position to that of its fellows in the world and see what comes out of 
that comparison is not without interest. 


What comes out of that is that there is no pint in dramatizing things when it is 
well known that democracy is a shared conviction, that it is not a quality 
monopolized by members of the opposition but it exists in similar fashion among 
the Destourian ranks. 


. 


Another conclusion is that the road towards democracy will be less treacherous 
if agreement is clear on one side and the other as to the most favorable condi- 
tions. 


Another conclusion--"last but not least"--is that the opposition will be better 
able to serve the democratic process via sound, pertinent and responsible analysis 
of any situation, by carrying on the debate not on the level of sterile confron- 
tation but on the level of healthy confrontation. That is the way to the future, 
the way which can serve democracy without giving the slightest opening to the 
enemies of democracy. In a word, the opposition must not make a mistake regarding 
anything whatsoever. 


3) As for the new Chamber of Deputies, it would be wrong to think that it is 
not contributing anything fundamentally new. In fact, as a productive result of 
the electoral alliance between the PSD and the UGIT it is bringing together the 
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elected representatives of both the one contractual party to the front and the 
other. 


Therefore, while the chamber is not multi-party, it is nevertheless pluralist, 
all the more so because the repeal of Article 109 will permit each deputy to 
speak from his own soul and conscience and to fulfill his mission honestly and 
honorably. The 27 UGTT deputies will undoubtedly make up a parliamentary group, 
and the Destourians will undoubtedly set the tone and the standard for restored 
credibility and the revival of the PSD. These are all ‘things that are the basis 
for showing the progress which has occurred on various levels. 


So it seems more credible to look forward already to the stages yet to come, not 
departing from the optimism which characterizes action while not closing our 
eyes to the difficulties that those stages emerge out of. And that is a role 
shared between the government, which sincerely wants to institute democracy, and 
the opposition, which will be able in that way to express itself and participate 
in the country's progress. | 
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TUNISIA 


TUNISIAN-MALIAN JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
PM291505 Tunis L'ACTION in French 11 Dec 81 p 6 


["Text" of Tunisian-Malian joint communique issued after visit to Mali by 
Tunisian Foreign Minister Es-Sebsi; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] The following is the text of the joint Tunisian-Malian communique pub- 
lished simultaneously in Tunis and Bamako at the end of the official visit to 
Mali by Foreign Affairs Minister Mr Beui Caid Es-Sebsi. 


"At the invitation of Mr Alouine Blondin Beye, minister of foreign affairs and 
international cooperation, the foreign minister of the Tunisian Republic, Mr 
Beui Caid Es-Sebsi, paid an official visit to Mali 7-9 December, 1981. 


The Tunisian foreign minister was received in audience by His Excellency General 
Moussa Traore, secretary-general of the Mali People's Democratic Union and 
president of the Republic of Mali and conveyed to him on this occasion a message 
of friendship and deep respect from his brother, President Habib Bourguiba, 
president of the Tunisian Republic. 


During his stay, Mr Beui Caid Es-Sebsi visited economic and social development 
projects, and tourist sports in the city of Timbuktu. 


Opening the inaugural session of the Tunisian-Malian Joint Grand Commission, the 
two ministers carried out a thorough review of bilateral relations and studied 
ways and means of diversifying and consolidating cooperation between the two 
countries." 


"They also carried out a broad exchange of views on current problems. 


In this connection, they noted with satisfaction a great similarity in approach 
to the various international problems, and that their analyses wd all the 
problems discussed tend to converge. 


As regards the study of current problems of concern, the two ministers expressed 
their great unease at the reappearance of tension, particularly in Africa and 
the Middle East, and they reaffirmed the urgent necessity for all states to 
conform to the principles and objectives of the U.N. charter and the OAU charter. 
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Regarding the problem of the Western Sahara, the two ministers noted with satis- 
faction the prospects for peace in the area under the aegis of the OAU, and they 
called on all parties concerned to support the praiseworthy efforts of the OAU 
and to avoid embarking on or favoring any action liable to compromise progress 
made or liable to hamper the evolutionary process which should lead to a peaceful 
solution to this problem." 


"Concerning Chad, the two ministers hail with hope the sustained actions taken 
by the OAU to help this fraternal country to preserve its territorial integrity 
and to rediscover its national unity in peace and sheltered from any outside 
interference. 


Looking at the situation in Southern Africa, the two ministers vigorously con- 
demned the repeated aggressions perpetuated by the racist Pretoria regime against 
the peoples of the region. For whom they reaffirmed their full support in their 
resolute struggle against apartheid, racial discrimination and all forms of 
colonial domination and exploitation. 


On the subject of the Namibian question, the two ministers noted with interest 
the international ground swell which is becoming apparent in favor of the attain- 
ment of independence by Namibia under the aegis of SWAPO, its sole genuine repre- 
sentative. 


In this regard, they reiterated their support for the fraternal people of Namibia. 


"On the situation prevailing in the Middle East, the two ministers considered 
this to be a source of permanent concern and a threat to international peace 
and security. 


Recalling that the Palestinian problem is central to the conflict, they expressed 
the conviction that the Middle East region can experience peace and stability 

only in the context of a comprehensive settlement which in the first place would 
take account of the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to self-determina- 
tion, and to the creation, under the aegis of the PLO--its sole genuine represen- 
tative--of a free and independent state, and the withdrawal of Israel from all 
occupied territory including Jerusalem. 


The two ministers discussed Arab-African cooperation and welcomed with satisfac- 
tion the initiative announced in Nairobi involving the unfreezing of this vast 
civilizational venture and they expressed pleasure at the reactivation of the 
24-member standing committee. 


In addition, they reaffirmed the common destiny binding the Arab and African 
peoples together and hail their common struggle for the liquidation of colonialisn, 
racism, zionism and apartheid. 


The two ministers stress also the need for the Arab and African people to maintain 
their cohesion to close their ranks and reinforce their solidarity and call on 
them for vigilance to thwart the efforts being made to cause division which is 
aimed at smashing the unity between the Arabs and Africans and at striking a grave 
blow at the improvement of Arab-African dialogue. 
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"While recognizing that the battle for the development of Africa is largely 
dependent on science and technology, the two ministers underlined the need for 
the African countries to strengthen their scientific capacity, to make greater 
domestic efforts, and to establish more thorough cooperation among themselves 
in order to contribute to the harmonious development of Africa. 


They are thus pleased at the positive results of the first session of the 
Tunisian-Malian Joint Grand Commission, which gives a new boost to relations 
between the two countries in various areas, and which constitutes a "Tunisian- 
Malian signpost" on the path of south-south cooperation. 


The meetings between the two delegations took place in a fraternal atmosphere 
marked by candor and mutual understanding. 


Mr Beui Caid Es-Sebsi reiterated his warm thanks to Mr Alouine Blondin Beye 
for the warm and brotherly welcome accorded to him and to the Tunisian delegation. 


CSO: 4519/75 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


RA'S AL-KHAYMAH PROJECTS CITED 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English No 645, 5 Dec 81 p 10 


[Text] Mr Mohammed Khalifa al Kindi, Minister of Public Works and Housing 
signed a contract last week for implementation of the third stage of roads in 
Ras Al Khaimah costing more than, Dh 56.38 million. The work is to be com- 
pleted in 19 months. 


The minister also signed 12 other contracts for various projects costing Dh 36.83 
million. These will be carried out in six months to one year. The projects 
include 80 low-cost houses near Hilton Hotel in Fujeirah, and at Al Hadb and 

Al Mereishid, a school clinic in Sharjah, a general clinic at Bahta in Dubai, 

two mosques in Ras Al Khaimah, and completion of kindergarten at Rashidiya in 
Dubai. 


A contract for a Dh 80-million bank guarantee for the Fujeirah Cement Industries 
Company will be signed in Abu Dhabi last week. It will be signed by the Aus- 
trian Credit Bank, the National Bank of Abu Dhabi and the company. 


The guarantee is for a maximum of 9.5 years. The interest rate is low. 


Mr Mohammed Abdul Rahman Al Bakr, Minister of Justice, Islamic affairs and 
Auqaf, has received a letter from Mr Mohammed Al Faasii Al Fahri, Moroccan 
Minister of Justice, on cooperation between the two countries in judiciary 
affairs. 


A delegation lead by Mr Abdul Rahman Said Ghanem, under-secretary in the Minis- 
try of Economy and Trade, left for Amman last week to attend the meeting of the 
Arab Economic Unity Council. 


The delegation includes the director of economic affairs, Mr Mohammed Al Al 
Hajiri, and other officials. The two-day meeting will discuss the council's 
plans and projects to be undertaken by affiliated companies under the joint 
Arab five-year plan. The plan is to be presented to the next meeting of the 
Arab Economic and Social Council. 


The meeting will also discuss its budget for next year, estimated at 2.4 mil- 
lion dollars. 
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ABU DHABI BANK LOWERS LENDING RATE 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English No 645, 5 Dec 81 pp 9, 10 


[Text] Following a surplus in the liquidity or dirhams and a general decline 
in interest rates the National Bank of Abu Dhabi has cut its cost of funds 
rate by ome per cent. ’ 


The cost of fund rate represents the cost of money on which lending rates are 
based. According to NBAD sources, the domestic lending/deposit ratio by the 
end of last year was 43 per cent. This was seen as a high level giving an 
overall ratio of 110 per cent for all the locally incorporated banks. 


The sources told KHALEEJ TIMES that the bank's investment portfolio during the 
preceding year was 29 per cent. "They said that the total deposits and total 
advances and loans marginally dropped. However, there were increases in the 
dirham deposits and domestic leadings. The sources said that leadings by 
NBAD's domestic branches increased by 400 million dirhams. 


However, the sources did not disclose the lending position of the bank in the 
current year. But statistical figures in the book "Bank Credit to Resident 
Economic Activity," recently released by the central bank indicate that agri- 
culture and allied activities accounted for 99.1 million dirhams in the first 
quarter of the current 4 year. [as published] 


The Central Bank added that quarrying industry accounted for 252.9 million 
dirhams, the manufacturing sector 1,867.5 million dirhams water and electricity 
0.5 million dirhams, construction 9699.5 million dirhams, trade 11,510.1 million 
dirhams, transport, storage and communications 703.2 million dirhams, other 
financial institutions 471.1 million and government 2,286.8 million. 


The above figures exclude inter-bank lending. However, outstanding amounts 
and loans to individuals services and nonprofit organisations are included. 
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